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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | 
“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copyto: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel | 
' Office of Professional Responsibility, U.S. Department of Justice 


b 
Report of: SA . Office: Bureau bIC 
Date: 8/ . ; ; 


Field Office File #: | Bureau File#: 62-118023 


Title: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
FORMER KLAN INFORMANT > 


Character: ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY 

f ‘ , 
By letter dated 7/14/78, Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel, Office 
of Professional Responsibility (OPR), Department of Justice (DOJ), requested 
investigation be conducted into allegations of impropriety on the part of 
former Klan informant Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., and of the Bureau's handling 
of him.as an informant. The letter enclosed a copy of a request for DOJ to 
conduct such an inquiry by U. S. Senators Kennedy and Abourezk. 


Synopsis: 


METHODS OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE: 


On 7/14/78 all FBI Field Divisions and Legal Attaches were instructed 
to search their respective indices for any files pertinent to the inquiry, locate 
any such files and thereafter secure them. 


On 7/20/78 all Field Divisions that had indicated possession: of files 
possibly relevant to the inquiry were instructed to review the files specifically 
for information pertinent to the allegations. On the same date the Criminal 
Investigative Division (CID), FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), was instructed to 
review the FBIHQ files relating to the inquiry. 


' RESULTS OF THE FILE REVIEW: 


A review of all known FBI files pertaining to the allegations determined 
the majority of positive information was located in the records of the 
Birmingham Field Division and FBIHQ. Birmingham was considered office of 


This document contains neither recommendations nar conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to vour agency; it and its cortents 
are not to be distichuted outside your agency, 
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origin; that is, the office where the majority of Rowe's activities took place. 
Files pertaining to his having been an informant and concerning all but one 
of the allegations are located there. The reviews of Birmingham files and 
corresponding FBIHQ files are set forth herein. The Mobile Office was 
office of origin in the Viola G. Liuzzo murder case; however, the field file . 
pertaining to that case has been destroyed. The FBIHQ file pertaining to’ 
the Liuzzo case has been reviewed. 


All other field divisions reported no information pertaining to the 
allegations was located. Some field divisions provided the identities of 
FBI Agents and others known to have had contact with Rowe. Negative results 
of reviews other than Birmingham and FBIHQ are not included. 


DESTRUCTION OF FILES: 
Some field divisions reported files that may have been relevant to 
the inquiry had been destroyed in accordance with existing file-destruction 


regulations. The Mobile Division reported the Viola G. Liuzzo murder case 
file had been destroyed through clerical error. 


MISSING SERIALS: 

Six field divisions and FBIHQ reported serials or portions of serials 
missing due to apparent clerical error or‘in some instances inexplicable, due 
to the amount of time that has passed since the missing serials were recorded. 
SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE INQUIRY: 


. Allegation: That Rowe killed a black man during riots in 1 Birmingham, 
Alabama, in 1963. 


Review: No information was located to indicate Rowe killed a black 
man in 1963 with the following exceptions: On July 3, 1964, a 
source advised 'Tommy Rowe" was talking about what a big part 
played during the last demonstration concerning an incident wherein 
a Negro was shot. The relevance of the 1964 information is unknown. In 
addition, 
advised on 7/28/78 that Rowe had furnished unsolicited information during 
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a September, 1977, interview to the effect he had committed such an act 
and had reported it to an FBI Agent and 


On 8/9/78, SA|_ = ass interviewed and advised Rowe 
had related a story of having killed a black man to him at least ten times 
while amma Oo guarding Rowe after the Liuzzo murder. He was ~ 
told by another Agent who had dealt with Rowe that efforts to verify the — 
story had failed to verify anyone had been killed or Seriously injured. 


Allegation; That Rowe was directly involved in the bombing of the 
16th Street Baptist Church. 


Review: There was no substantive information located to indicate 
Rowe was involved in the church bombing. After Rowe was surfaced as an 
informant, some people interviewed named him as a suspect and their inter- 
views are Set forth. 


The basis of suspicions of his involvement by Alabama authorities - 

. is set forth. The church bombing is referred to extensively in interviews 

of Rowe by Alabama authorities and indicates some conflict in his alibis; 
however, he made no admissions. Results of two polygraph examinations 

of Rowe indicating deceptions in responses to questions relating to the church 
bombing are Set forth. 


. Allegation: That Rowe was directly involved in the bombing of the 
residence of =n 9/8/63. 


Review: There was no information found in FBI files to indicate Rowe 
was involved in the bombing. 


Rowe admitted involvement to Alabama authorities; however, his 
admission includes details that are not consistent with the facts of the case. | 


Allegation: That Rowe was responsible for the shooting of Viola G. 
Liuzzo, and DOJ UetOrneye had knowledge of his "unreliability and/or criminal 
acts." 


Review: There was no information of substance located to indicate — 
Rowe was responsible for the shooting. The review indicated DOJ attorneys 
had full access to Rowe and were furnished extensive information concerning 
his Klan activities before and after the shooting. 
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During the Liuzzo trial, Rowe stated that the man tobe usedas _. 
a witness to the shooting was not the person he saw in the car with Liuzzo 
when it occurred. The information was passed on to-DOJ attorneys; 
however, any effect it had on the trial or whether it was part of Rowe’ Ss 
testimony is not known. 


Allegation: That Rowe participated in or - instigated acts of violence, 
informed the FBI of acts of violence before they occurred and nothing was 
done to stop them. 


Review: Set forth are numerous reports of proposed acts of violence 
that had already occurred that were received from Rowe. Also set forth 
are reports from other sources as to Rowe's alleged participation in violent 
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INVESTIGATION BY THE U.S, SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS WITH RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES: 


A review of Rowe's testimony before the Select Committee on 12/2/75 
determined he was not questioned as to the allegations currently in question 
other than concerning his participation in violence. He admitted ti tion 
in the beating of ''Freedom Riders" at Birmingham and indicated 
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Notes made by Rowe in connection with his appearance were provided 
to the Birmingham Field Division by the Alabama Attorney General and are 
set forth. opie T 


PENDING: CIVIL. LITIGATION: 


There are two pending civil actions against the Governnent regarding. 
Rowe, both dealing with the "Freedom Riders" incident. A claim for . 
damages in connection with the Liuzzo matter has been denied and a.suit 
is expected in addition to those pending. 


INVESTIGATION BY Es est ei siete iel . 

. Birmingham Field Division files included transcripts of interviews 

of Rowe by Alabama authorities, 12/1/75 and 9/12/77. The interviews — 

include information relevant to the inquiry and are Set forth. The two. 

interviews are in conflict in many parts with each other and with FBI files. 
Narrative reports of the results of two polygraph examinations 


given Rowe by Alabama authorities that indicate deception in his responses 
are set forth. 


DETAILS: 
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This investigation is predicated upon receipt of a letter dated 
July 14, 1978, from Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel, Office of - 
Professional Responsibility, U. S. Department of Justice. 


ag 


INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURES 
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By communication dated July 14, 1978, all SACs and Legal Attaches 
were advised to locate and secure all files pertaining to the administrative 
inquiry concerning Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. 


The following is a copy of the July 14, 1978, communication: 
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e/BN/ 23 UNCLAS E F T 0 PRIORITY 


“FM DIRECTOR Fer | 
TO ALL SACS AND LEGAL ATTACHES = PRIORITY 
BT 
UNCLAS E FT 0 - | 
“GARY THOMAS ROWE. UR-+ FORMER KLAN INFORMANT. ADMINISTRATIVE 
INQUIRY | 
| ON JULY: 24. °1978> THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE {D0J} 
“REQUESTED THE FBI TO CONDUCT AS THOROUGHLY AND EXPEDITIOUSLY 
"AS POSSIBLE AN INQUIRY BASED UPON ALLEGATIONS OF PQSSTELE 
IMPROPER ACTIONS BY PERSONNEL OF THE FBI IN DEALING WITH 
EX-INFORMANT ROWE. oe | | 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
HAS REQUESTED THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO KEEP IT FULLY 
INFORMED AS TO THE SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY OF THE INQUIRIES 
PERTAINING TO NR- ROE. | 
ALL SACS AND LEGATS ARE INSTRUCTED TO IMPLEMENT THE 
FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS AND FURNISH RESULTS OF YOUR EFFORTS PY 
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TELETYPE TO FBIHQ, ATTENTION OPR: ROOM 7650. BY CLOSE OF 
BUSINESS MONDAY. JULY. 27. 1978: | 
{4} SEARCH INDICES FOR ALL REFERENCES TO: {A} GARY THOMAS 


ROWE, JRaa AKA. TOMMY ROWE. THOMAS NETL moore, ge 
........_ DOB 8/15/30 OR B/15/33. POB:SAVANNAH. GEORGIA, bic 
FBI NUMBER sazsooes t83{ J TLLTAM ORVILLE EATON, | - 

[lary THOMAS ROWE, JR. VIOLA LTUZZO ~ 


VICTIN« CR-ELECTION tauss[ sd VICTINS 


{CC} BAPBONME, BOMBING OF THE 15TH STREET CHURCH, SEPTEMPER 15, 


-}5b3. IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA. AND {D} THE BOMBING OF RESTPENCE 


{2} UHERE A REFERENCE IS LOCATED, YOU SHOULD PEPSONALLY 
ASSURE THIS MATERIAL IS IDENTIFIED. COLLECTED AND SECURED. 
FURNISH FOTH@ WITH LIST OF ALL FILE NUNPERS AND ESTINATED VOLUME 
OF MATERIAL IN YOUR POSSESSTON. _ 

{3} WHERE YOUR INDICES SEARCH REFLECTS REFERENCES TO FILE 
MATERIAL NO LONGER IN THE POSSESSION OF YOUR OFFICE, YoU SHOULD 
FURNISH TO FBIH@ THE DISPOSITION AND BASTS. | 

{4} ADVISE FBIH@ IF NO REFERENCES ARE LOCATED. 

BECAUSE ACCOUNTS HAVE APPEARED IN THE MEDIA SUGGESTING 
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| THAT RELEVANT BUREAU FILES MAY HAVE BEEN "PURGED" AND TO AVOTD 
THE POSSIBILITY OF LATER QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS ALONG THIS 
SANE LINE. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL FRI FILES WHICH MAY IN ANY. 
“WAY PERTAIN TO MR. ROWE AND HIS ACTIVITIES. BOTH AT HEADQUARTERS 
AND FIELD OFFICES, BE COLLECTED. ACCOUNTED FOR AND APPROPRIATELY 
“SECURED BY YOU OR SOMEONE DESIGNATED BY YOU. 
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By communication dated July 20, 1978, those offices who responded 
positively to having located material pertaining to the administrative 
inquiry were requested to review the material for specific information 
relating to the allegations. On the same date, the Criminal Investigative 
Division was requested to conduct a similar review of FBI Headquarters . 
files. 


The following are a copy of each of the July 20, 1978, communications: 
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| NEGATIVE RESPONSES 


a. 


The following offices advised in response to a request for a search — 
of office indices by FBI Headquarters that their respective indices searches 
failed to develop any information pertaining to Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 
or the cases involved in the allegations made concerning him: 


Albuquerque . Little Rock 
Alexandria Memphis 
Anchorage a: Miami 

Butte Oklahoma City 
Cincinnati Phoenix — 
Cleveland Richmond 
Dallas Sacramento 
Honolulu Salt Lake City 
Knoxville . San Juan 


In addition, all FBI Legal Attache Offices responded that their 
respective indices contained no information pertinent to the inquiry. | 


; 
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The following offices responded to the request for a review of 
files located within the respective divisions advising a thorough review 
failed to develop any information relevant to the allegations as set forth — 
in FBI Headquarters communication dated July 20, 1978: 


Albany Milwaukee 
Atlanta Minneapolis 
Baltimore Newark 
Boston New Haven 

' Buffalo New Orleans 
Chicago New York 
Charlotte © Norfolk 
Columbia Omaha . 
Denver Philadelphia 
Detroit Pittsburgh 
El Paso Portland 
Houston ° St. Louis 
Indianapolis San Antonio 
Jackson San Diego 
Jacksonville San Francisco 
Kansas City Savannah 
Las Vegas Seattle 
Los Angeles Springfield 
Louisville Tampa 


_ Washington Field Office 


DESTRUCTION OF FILES 
AND MISSING SERIALS 
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The FBI Manual of Administrative Operations and Procedures 
sets forth the following concerning destruction of files and records that 
relates to files reportedly destroyed that may have been relevant to the 
inquiry: 


"Investigative files in applicant and security related classifications 
are to be destroyed after they have been closed for 10 years or 10 years 
from the date of the last relevant communication, whichever is later." 


"All criminal classification files are to be destroyed after they 
have been closed for five years or five years after the date of the last 
relevant communication, whichever is later." 


"Noninvestigative files and material of no eres valué'é are to 
be destroyed when one year old. be . 


"Investigative files in all dassifications in auxiliary offices" are 
to be destroyed after six months, 


One exception to these regulations that relates to files reportedly 
destroyed that may have been relevant to the inquiry is matters in litigation 
until Sach time as FBI Headquarters advises the restriction has been lifted. 


The manual sets forth authority for the destruction of files and 
records as: "Files and records may be destroyed within the provisions of — 
Title 44, USCA, 3303 and 3303a, which cover the disposition of records 
and sets up procedures to be followed. The head of an agency may 
recommend to the Administrator of General Services who in turn may 
recommend to Congress the destruction of records that apparently will not - 
have sufficient administrative, legal, research or other value to warrant 
their further preservation." 


Lo 


In response to instructions to search office indices for any files 
related to the allegations concerning Rowe, it was determined the 
following files had been destroyed pursuant to current regulations: 


Boston file 157-149 pertaining to the 16th Street Bapret Church 
bombing, destroyed 11/26/77. 


Dallas file 157-290 pertaining: to the 16th Street Baptist Church — 
bombing, destroyed 12/10/77. 


Little Rock file 157-217 pertaining to the 16th Street Baptist 
Church bombing, destroyed on an unknown date. 


Los Angeles file 44-1133 pertaining to Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. 
destroyed on an veer date. 


Milwaukee file 44-249 pertaining to Viola G, Liuzzo, destroyed 
3/3/77. 


New Orleans file 157-3954 pertaining to the subjects of the Liuzzo 
murder, William Orville Eston ——— deeeyed on an 
unknown date. 


Okalhoma City file 157-167 Screintie to the 16th Street pee 
Church bombing destroyed 11/26/77. 


Pittsburgh file 157-234 pertaining to the 16th Street Baptist Couren 
bombing, destroyed 12/77. 


_ Salt Lake City file 157-37 pertaining to the 16th Street Baptist 
Church bombing, destroyed on an unknown date. 


Additional files were indicated as having been destroyed; however, 


the remaining records contain insufficient information to determine if they 
were identical to the persons and events involved in the inquiry. 
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By communication dated 7/17/78, the SAC, Mobile, advised that — 
Mobile was the office of origin in the Viola G. Liuzz0 matter; however, 
the file concerning that case was destroyed circa December, 1977. 


On 8/9/78, Supervisor[ Legal Counsel Division, b6 
FBI Headquarters, stated the first civil suit concerning the Liuzzo case ial 
came to the Bureau's attention in October, 1977. The Administrative 
Services Division thereafter notified the field of the lawsuit and advised 
them not to destroy any files pertaining to the matter on 11/22/77. 


By communication dated 8/10/78, the SAC, Mobile, furnished the 
following information pertaining to the destruction of the Liuzzo file: 


The Mobile Division was origin in the civil rights investigation 
involving the death of Viola Liuzzo; however, this file was destroyed circa 
December, 1977, in accordance with File Destruction Program. 


FBI Beadguarters has advised that the Mobile file number identical 
to this investigation is 44-1245. 


The records of this division indicate that file 44+1245 was destroyed 
pane ee 


The litigation sheet dated 11/ 21/77 concerning the administrative 
‘claim of As designated page 510 of Bureau letter of 
11/22/77, was received in the Mobile Division 12/5/77. 


Review of this litigation sheet reveals that the title oo 
was searched with negative results. No other searc markings 
appear on this sheet. 


The Clerk responsible for this search and the overall File Destruction 
Program of this division has stated that he believes that he also searched the 
names appearing in the Related Individuals category on this litigation sheet. 
It is very possible that this did occur. It should be borne in mind that if 
there were ever only reference cards (not main file cards) in the index of 
this division concerning any of the individuals mentioned on the litigation 
sheet, that these cards would have been destroyed prior to December, 1977, 
in accordance with Bureau instructions regarding the purging of index cards. 
If this had been the case, the search of such names would have been negative. 
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Date of transcription 


A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1025, captioned "Unknown 
Subjects; Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
September 15, 1963" was conducted by the following FBI Agents: 


sl rreviewed volumes 1 - 10. 
sA[______]reviewed volumes 11 - 20. : 
7 Lapinuca olenset< 30. 
sf reviewed volumes 31 - 41. 


This. review determined that this file contains 1810 serials. All 
serials are accounted for except serial 615 which.is missing. In this regard, 
Section 15 of this file ends with serial 614. Section 16 begins with serial 616.. 
It appears that the fact that there is no serial 615 can be attributed to clerical 
.error in the serializing of the communications mentioned. Furthermore, 
‘serial 587 of Section 13, is missing but it is apparent that there is an extra 
‘serial between Serials 585 and 586; PREP Clone, this misserialization also 
appears to be clerical error. 
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paced puch. 1/21 - 8/7/78 Washington, De rie ¢  62-118023 | 
‘SAs - 
by Dote dictated 8/T/ 18 
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_ This document contoins neither eatbnantatel ions nor. :conclusions of the FBI. tt is the property of the a and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond. its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


July 28, 1978 


Date of transcription 


uly 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters b2 
eee eee aca ee Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was. | .b7D 
conducted. 


The-FBI. Headquarters zitel __iis composed 
of two sections. The first section contains 82 separate 
documents, and the second section contains 95 separate 
documents. No documents appear to be missing. 


at File # 


July 28, 1978. Washington, D. C, 


_ Investigation on 


we bé 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property ot the FBt and is loaned to your agency: 
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Date of transcription QB fA SPQ 


FBIHQ file 44-28601 captioned 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 - VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS — ELECTION 
LAWS,” contains 802 serials. All serials are accounted 
for with the following exceptions: 40,9 3 


Serials 153 and 179 were sent to the National 


1) 
Archives under court order of United States. 
District Judge JOHN LEWIS SMITH, JR. 
2) Serial 686 was "skipped" during serialization 
per. "da," February 9, 1966, 
3) Extensive efforts to locate section 3, containing 
serials 37-82, have resulted in obtaining copies 
of serials 37, 39, 45, 47 - 49, 53, 57, 58, 71, 
75, 76, 82 only. Abstract summaries for all remaining 
serials in section 3 were reviewed. 
_ Merviewed 299 22 OPE =BI2S7E—" WASHINGTON; D-7 Cz les rn clo eee 
— | Ss 
This document contains neither eer rent nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency; 


it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date a HomstabiokdZ 28/78 : 


Birmingham file|_] volumes one through 
three, of which GARY THOMAS ROWE, former Birmingham infor- 
mant was the subject, was reviewed. This file was shown 
to contain 572 serials; however, a physical count determined 
the number of seriais to be 576, which were accounted 
for with the following exceptions noted: 


Serial 80 missing from yolume one, 
possibly skipped during serialization. 


Serial 535 missing from volume three, 
also possibly skipped during serialization. 


The TA exhibit section of this file consisting 
of one volume, was reviewed and the 23 exhibits accounted 
for with no exceptions. 


The sub-file (SPF) section of this file, consisting 
of three volumes, was reviewed and found to contain 328 
serials, all of which were eRe anE ee for with the following 
exceptions: 


il) Serial 184 missing from volume tyo, 
possibly skipped dur ing serialization. 


{2) Serlal 205 missing from volume two, 
possibly skipped during serialization. - 
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Date of transcription 


Birmingham file 44-1236, Volumes 1 through 10, | 

_ goneerning the death of VIOLA L1UZZ0 was reviewed. This 
File was shown to contain 901 serials; however a physical 
count determined the number of serials to be 916, which 
were accounted for with the exception of Serial 436 that 
was found to be missing. This number could possibly have 
been skipved during serialization. 


The sub-file (SF) volume of this file consisting 
of nine serials and one exhibit was also reviewed all 
of which were accounted for. 


“fhe I-A exhibit section of this file, consisting 
of four volumes, was reviewed and the 72 exhibits accounted 
for with the exception of Exhibits No. 1A-54 and 1A-55 
described as "school transcript of GARY ROWE" and "statement 
of[ | respectively. 


pangs 7/27/78 at Birmingham, Alabama File # BH 62~2654-A 
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Date of transcription 


Birmingham file 157- ~352, Volumes 1 through 88, 
concerning the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama, was reviewed. This file was shown 
to contain 6,852 serials; however, a physical count determined 
the number of serials to be 6,905 serials, which were 
accounted for with the following exceptions noted: 


{l) Serials 18-12 and 18-13 missing from 
Volume 1, unexplainable. 


(2) Serial 2426 and 2427, found in 
Volume 27, are the same document. 


(3) Serial 4387 is missing from 
‘ Volume 57, possibly skipred 
during serlalization. | 


{4) Serials 6380 and 6331, found in 
Volume 82, are the same document. 


(5) Serials 6554 is missing from 
Volume 86, pogasibly skipped during 
serialization. 

{6) Serials 6557 through 66665 missing 
from Volume 87, possibly skipped 
during serialization, 


The LA section of this file, consisting of 20 
volumes, was reviewed and the 280 exhibits accounted for. : 
with the exception of 1A-207, which was missing. This. b6 
exhibit is described as "warrants re sal jey[ “bIC 


The following sub-file (SF) volumes cf Birmingham 
File 157-352 were reviewed with a11 serials accounted 
fors 


interviewed on 7/27/78 at 


Birmingham, Alabama rile # BH 62—2654~A 


aT bke | Date dictated 7/28/78" 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. tt is the proper! ty of ithe FBI oad is loaned to your agency: 


# ond its contents ore nof to be distributed outside your agency. i a 
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“BH 62-2654-A 


“157-352-SP-5, 


157~352-SP-1, two volumes, 124 serials. 


157+352-SP-2, 
and 


two volumes, 200 serials 
seven exhibits. 


157-352~-SF-3, 


one volume, 299 documents, 
unserlialized, . 


157-352-SF-4, 
unsgerialized, 


one volume, 68 documents, 


one volume, eoveteting of 


29 Cocuments, unserialized, 


-157-352-SP-9, 


157~-352-S?-6, one volume, 56 documents 
unserialiged, 
157-352-S?P-7, one volume, 65 documents, 
unserialized. oe 


157~352-SP-8, 
unserialized. 


one 


one 
unserialized. 


volume, 55 documents, 


volume, six documents, 


157-352~-SF~10, one 
unser laligzed, 


volume, 22 documents, | 


157~352~SP-11l, one volume, 


157~352-SP-12, 
unserialized. 


one volume, 24 documents 


157-352-SF-13, one volume, 


‘109 pages, 
unsertialized. : 


157~352-S?-l]A, one 
and two exhibits. 


yolume, 59 serials 


157-352-SF-15, one 
unserialized. 


volume, four pages, 


157-352-SF-16, one volume, L223 pages, 
 tnserialiced, a 
157~352~SP-17, one volume, 55 pages, 


unserialized, 


157~352~-SF-18, one volume,;-no serials 
4 ~“ zs aN 


{ 


J 
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(19) 
{20) 
(21) 


{22) 


157~352~-SP-19, one volume, four serials. 
157~352-SP-20, one volume, 37 serials, 


157~352-SF-21, one volume, one sea 
consisting of 83 documents. 


157~352-SP-22, one Yolime, seven serials. 
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Birmingham file 4-14, concerning 
and consisting of only one volume was reviewed and found 
to contain 25 serials and four exhibits, all of which 
were accounted for with no exceptions. 
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Birmingham file 157-954, consisting of one volume, 
concerning WILLIAM ORVILLE PATON, was reviewed and found 
to contain 101 serials and one exhibit, all of which were 
accounted for with no exceptions. 


~ 
and.t © 7/27/78 bw Hirmingham, Alabama ~~ | -BH 62-2554-A 
Interviewed on E at : : : File # : 
uy bke 7/28/78 
by ca a Date dictated i f: 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 


it ood its contenis ore not to be distributed outside your agency. ~~ =~ ‘ = 


i 


ee re EN re 


bé 


bic 


ae FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : : an 


{pr 


Date of transcription T/ 23/ 78 


Birmingham file 157-1159, consisting of one bE 
volume and concerning [___"___| was reviewed Tc 
and found to contain 115 serials and one exhibit, all 


of which were accounted for with no exceptions. 
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Birmingham file 157-341 consisting of_one volume _ - 


and concerning the bombing of the residence of Ld ae 
was reviewed. This file, shown to. 


contain 34 serials, actually contained 35 serials and. 
one exhibit, all of which were accounted fer with no 


exceptions. 
7/31/78 Birmingham, Alabama «| BH. §2-2654-A 
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The Atlanta Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) only has one file in its’ possession 
that relates to the GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., matter and that 
is Atlanta File 157-582, for the bombing of the Sixteenth 
Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, September 15, 1953, 
code name BAPBOM. This file consisted of one Sub A Section 
and six volumes, consisting of 410 serials. 


The volumes of this File were reviewed and checked, 
and the following was noted as to missing serials: 


157-582-SA Volume 


This volume contained Exhibits IA-1 through 61, 
and all the,exhibit envelopes were in this volume. 


157-582-Volume 1 . 
This volume in the 1A Exhibit Section had 1A Exhibits 
1A-62 through 70, and all the exhibit envelopes were in 


this volume. 


The volume itself contained Serials 1 through 
110, and ail the serials were accounted for. 


157-582-Volume 2 


This volume contained Serials L1l through 193, 
but the following serials were missing: 


lll - Missing. It appears this'was a skipped 
serial, but there was no accounting for it. 


164 - There was a charge out slip in the file 
showing the serialization had been skipped. 


168 ~- There was a charge out slip in the file 
showing the serialization had been skipped. 
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157~582-Volume 3 


This volume consisted of Serials 194 through 196, 
and ail the serials were accounted for. 


157-582-Volume 4 


This volume consisted of Serials 197 through 324, 
_and the following serials were missing in this volume: 


215 ~- Serial is missing. It appears that the 
serialization was skipped, but there is 
no accounting for it. 


273 and 274 - Serials are missing, but there are 
charge out slips in the file showing they 
were removed. 

157-582-Volume 5 


This volume consisted of Serials 325 through 380, 
but the following serials were missing: 


°3565 and 357 e There was a charge out slip showing 
both serials were placed in File 157-734, 
and both serials were located in this file. 
157-582-Volume 6 


This volume consisted of Serials 381 through 410, 
and no serials were missing. 
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A review of Mobile files esas not fnaicake any , 
information to indicate GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. ever furnished any 
information pertaining to his having shot a black man during the 
Birmingham riots, any information that ROWE was involved or 
admitted to involvement in the bombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham, any information ROWE_was involved ae 
or admitted to involvement in the bombing of the ae 
residence or any information ROWE was more deeply involve Or 
admitted further involvement in the Liuzzo killing or that the. 
Departmental Attorneys who prosecuted the matter were furnished any 
information as to ROWE's “unreliable and/or criminal acest : 


The Mobile file review “eas not nareate any 
instructions given to ROWE particularly as to his conduct 
or cegree of involvement regarding participation in or 
instigation of acts of violence, any information indicating 
irregularities in ROWE's activities or the Bureau's handling 
of ROWE as an informant, any past or present agent of the ue ae 
Division having had contact with ROWE after January, 1963 or. 
any contact of other persons within the law enforcement - 
community of the Mobile Division who had contact with ROWE aftér 
January, 1963. a ; ae 


ew 
as 


Mobile File 157-416 contains 421 sariaie: relative fs 

‘to the matter and all serials are present in the file with. the 
exception of serial 313 which is missing. A possibility : 

exists that serial 313 was a*-Form 0-1, Error Form, from ‘the. . : 

Bureau dated February 20, 1964 which was serialized and)returned . 
ed FBI Beeeaten ees on February 22, oes ; 
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Review of the serial numbers for Savannah file 
157-503 indicate the absence of Serial #210. 


Review of SV 157-503 determined that it was a file 
stablished by Savannah as the auxiliary office in the ~ 
investigation of the 16th Street Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama. File contains little pertinent 
information. 


Review of the file gave no indication as to the 


contents of the missing serial. Serial #209 dated . 
February 1, 1964, and Serial 211 is dated March 17, 1964. 


| : b2 
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On June 31, 1978, Speeial Agent 72) be 
of the Datroit Office of the Federal Bureau of bTC 


Investigation (FBI) reviewed Detroit file 54-643, entitled 
WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON, sd | 
. Tt was noted that serial one of this file is a 
teletype from the Detroit Office to Director, FBI and the 
Selma, Alabama, Resident Ageney, dated March 26, 1965. This 
teletype contains the results of a reeord check with the 
Michigan Secretary ef State's Office concerning 1965 Michigan 
License Plata Number EJ~93177, which was on the 1963 Oldsmobile 
driven by VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 at the time of her death. The 
teletype also contains baekground information from Michigan 
Secmtary of State's Office obtained from Mrs. LIUZZO's 
Gxiver's license application. The last paragraph of this 
teletype contains information obtained from the files of 
Detroit Police Department, however, page two of the 
eletype is missing. It appears that the missing portion 
bers tee? only the results of the Detroit Police Department 


record check. The reason for the absence of page twe of 
this teletype is unknown. 


During the review of this file, and several seriais 
contained in other files ef the Detroit Office, ne information 
Was located: 


i. Indieating GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. ever furnished — 
any information pertaining to his vee shot a black man 
during the Birmingham riots; 


«2, «That ROWE was involved or admitted te involve- 
ment in the bombing of the isth pine se Baptist Church in 
Birmingham; 


3. That ROWE was involved or admitted involvenent 
an the bombing of the[ residences 
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u. That ROWE was more deeply involved or admitted 
further involvement in the LIUZZO killing ether than his 
testimony reflects or that the Departmental Attorneys who 
prosecuted the matter were furnished any information as to 
ROWE's unreliable and/or criminal acts: 


5.a. That ROWE reported planned violence in advance; 
b. That any instructions were ever given to 
ROWE by Agents of the Detroit Office, , 


‘ 6, Indicating irregularities in ROWE's activities 
or the Bureau's handling of ROWE as an informant; 


ry 


7, The only serial missing from this file is 
page two of serial one, as noted above. 


8. The files of the Detroit Office contain no 
information as to the identity of any Agent who might have 
had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, after January, 1963; 


6. Files of the Detroit Office contain no 


infermation as to the identity of any other law enforcement 
officers who had contaet with ROWE after January, 1953. 
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The files of the Milwaukee Division, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, were reviewed on July 25, 1978, and it was 
determined that the Milwaukee Division does not now, nor has it 
ever, havea file pertaining specifically to one GARY THOMAS ROWE, 
JR. under his true name or any aliases. 


It was determined that the Milwaukee Division, at one 
time, maintained a main file regarding the investigation of the 
killing of Mrs. VIOLA G,. LEIUZZO (Milwaukee file 44-249); however, |. 
it was determined that this file has been previously destroyed in | 
accordance with former Bureau instructions regarding the oe 
destruction of closed files. The date of destruction of that — 
file was March 3, 1977. eee 


One reference was located in the Milwaukee files 
pertaining to GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. and that reference consists 
of a newspaper article from the "Evening Star” newspaper in 
Washington, DC, dated March 26, 1965. A review of that article. . 
veveals that it pertains to the arrest by the FBI of four 
individuals in the shooting death of Mrs. VIOLA G, LIUZZ0,on 
March 26, 1965. 


The only other file maintained by the Milwaukee ~~ °~ 
Division of the FBI is Milwaukee file 157-125 which was code = 
named “Bap Bomb” and pertained to the investigation of the - ao 
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church on September 15, 1963, 
in Birmingham, Alabama. . as 


_ A review of this latter file (157-125) revealed that the. 
file originally contained seven serials; however, it has been ae 
determined that serial 6 is no longer contained in the file. a 
Examination indicates that missing serial 6 most probably would 
have been a letter from the Milwaukee Office of the FBI to the . 
Birmingham Office of the FBI probably dated July or Aveust, 1964. ~ 
This commmication would have been in response to a letter dated 
_ July 24, 1964, addressed to the Milwaukee Office by the ee. 
Birmingham Off% nvestigation at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
regarding whom the Birmingham Division of the b> 
FBI had developed as a suspect in the case code named "Bap Bomb,” b7c 


Interviewed on 2/25/78 stot ME lwanikee, Wisconsin File #_ME 6201833 


ee 


This docurnent contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI it is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 


it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


ger JOBE 
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. The Birmingham Division, at that time, ivitoeued the Milwaukee 
Division that was in the_possession of a 1955 Chevrolet, 156 
Vehicle Identification Nanbee (ee Birmingham b7C 


further informed Milwaukee that the National Auto Theft Bureau 
manual reflected that the VIN prefix indicated that that particular 


h let led at te Chevrolet assembly plant in 
The Birmingham Division requested that 
the waukee Division contact the appropriate officials at the 
Chevrolet assembly plant in and obtain 
ignition and trunk keys for Chevrolet. 
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ALLEGATION THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
KILLED A BLACK MAN DURING RIOTS IN 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, IN 1963 
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A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1025, captioned "Unknown 
Subjects; Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
September 15, 1963" was conducted by the following FBI Agents: 


sA[SSCSCS*=sdreviiewed volumes 1 - 10. 
slid reviewed volumes 11 - 20. 
sa] reviewed volumes 21 - 30. 
sf~d reviewed voumes 31 - 41, 


A review of this file failed to locate any information to indicate that 

Gary Thomas Rowe ever furnished any information pertaining to his having 

- shot a black man during the Birmingham riots. Nor was there any information | 

Rowe was involved or admitted involvement in the bombing of the residence . 

a Negro businessman named which occurred on September. 8, . 
ee in There was no information in this file that 

Rowe was more deeply involved or that he admitted further involvement in the 

murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo other than Rowe's previous testimony reflects. 


There was no information gleaned from a review of the file that 
attorneys of the Department of Justice who prosecuted the matter involving | 
the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo were furnished any information as to Rowe' 'S 
alleged unreliability and/or criminal acts. 
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On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters. 


file[ _——_—sdjregarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was i 
conducted. 
. -No information was found to indicate Rowe 
ever furnished any information pertaining to his having 
shot a black man during riots in Birmingham, Alabama. 
Investigation on —Tily 28, 1978» Washington, a _ c. File + 
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A_reyiew of FBIHNQ file 44~28601 captioned 
teins SNLLEE- BATON 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 - VICTIM, CIVIL 


RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS" disclosed no information: © 


1) To indicate GARY THOMAS ROWE ever furnished 
any information pertaining to his having shot a 
black man during the 1963 riots in | Birmingham, 
Alabama, — 


2) that GARY THOMAS ROWE was involved or admitted 
to involvement in the bombing of the 16th 
treet ,Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
on September 15, 1963, 


3) that GARY THOMAS ROWE was involved or admitted 
to involvement in the bombing of the residence 
on 


September 8, 1963, 


4) indicating any irregularities in ROWE'S 
activities or the Bureau’ s handling of AOE 
as an informant. 
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A review of all volumes of Birmingham file 170-9, 
which relates to GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., dees not indicate 
ROWER ever furnished any information to the FBI pertaining 
to his having shot a black man during the Birmingham riots. 


x 
: ; . * . 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 64, concerning 
‘the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses 


in Serial No. 4850, page three, the following pertinent 
informations 


On July 3, 1954, a source said TOMMY ROWE 
vas talking about what a big part a city policeman played 
Guring the last demonstrations in Birmingham concerning 
an incident wherein a Negro was shot near Atlantic Mills 
after they told him (the Negro) he could go. 


This serial does not further explain the alleged — 
incident and the exact meaning is not clear. 
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: | ee 
| telephonically aavised that b7C 


GARY SHCMAS ROWE furnished unsolicited comments to the effect — ee 
that he had killed an unknown black wale in Birmingham, 

Alabama during the racial disturbances that occurred during 

the anes eae 2 that @rea, and that ke had furnished 


tats 


we Ss 
and SA Of the Birsaingham FBI 
Ottica,. 


Reeording to[__ | rows was being interviewed 
regarding his knowledce of the September 15, 1553 bombing of 
the Sisteenth Street Baptist Church and related incidents © 
at his attorney's office in San Diego, California in September 
L377, by representatives of the Alabama State Attorney General's 
Cffice and representatives from the Birmingham, Alabama, 


Folica Department at the tise he made the above mneo teeta 
comments to therm. 


Interviewed on 


by. 


a. ek * 
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sA[ was advised as to the identity of the interviewing 16 
Agent and the purpose of the interview was to determine the nature of a b7c 
recent contact by Deputy Assistant Attorney General (DAAG) James P 
Turner, Department of Justice (DOJ), with SA SA 
stated he desired to have the opportunity to review the FBI Headquarters 
and Birmingham files concerning Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., before responding 
to any detailed interview about his contacts with Rowe. He was advised the 
interview would be limited to the circumstances surrounding Mr. Turnér 
having contacted him. He thereafter furnished the eke e voluntary 
information: -_ 

be 

He stated Mr. Turner telephonically contacted him on either July 12, Ht 
ig, or i4, 1978. He was uncertain of which date, but recailed it was 
immediately aftér the broadcast of the first "20/ 20" television program 
concerning Rowe and after an article appeared in the "New York Times” 

alleging Rowe had shot a black man. 


He advised during the latest call Mr. Turner referred to the large © 
number of inquiries the DOJ was recBiving concerning Rowe and stated he 
had to get an answer for the responses to the inquiries. The purpose of 
Mr. Turner' s call was to refresh his memory. 


SA = Mr. Turner asked him about the stieeation that 
Rowe had shot a black manand SA[___| responded he had been told that 


story by Rowe. He said Rowe told him this story at least ten times 


ad asked other Agents 
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in Birmingham who had dealt with Rowe about Rowe's story and one of them 
‘had told him it had been checked out and there was a possibility that such 

a shooting occurred; however, they did not verify that anyone had been 
Seriously injured or killed. 


SA[____]said he told Mr. Turner he did not know if the pte 
related by Rowe was reflected in any Bureau files. He said the event would 
‘have happened before he ever had contact with Rowe and noted he did not 

arrive in Birmingham until February, 1964. 


SA[_______|stated that the story of shooting a black man was one of | 


several past escapades Rowe bragged about during their continuous contact 
following the Liuzzo shooting. 
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ALLEGATION THAT GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, JR., WAS DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN THE i6TH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
BOMBING AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1963 
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On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters ~ s 
file regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was BT 
conducted. ; 


-No information was found to indicate that 
Rowe was involved or admitted to involvement in the 
bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, , 
Birmingham, Alabama, on September 5, 1963. 
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A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1025 captioned "Unknown 
Subjects; Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
September 15, 1963" was conducted by the following FBI Agents: , 


sal reviewed volumes 1 - 10. a | a 
sal reviewed volumes 11 - 20. = 4 


‘ssl ] reviewed volumes 21 ~ 30. 
sal] reviewed volumes 31 - 41, 


This file contains communications between FBI Headquarters and 

various field offices pertaining to the FBI's. investigation of the bombing of 
the i6th Street Baptist Church, 16th Street and 6th Avenue North, Birmingham, 
Alabama, at about 10:19 a.m. Central Standard Time, on September 15, 1963. 

_ The communications in the file date from September 15, 1963, uptoand 
including June 9, 1978. The bombing, which occurred in a large Negro 
church at which many pro-integration demonstrations were held, resulted in 
the death of four Negro female children named Carol Robertson, Addie Collins, 
and Cynthia Wesley, all aged 14; and Denise McNair, aged 10. In addition, 
16 persons were injured. The Birmingham Office of the FBI immediately 
instituted a full investigation into this bombing and the Attorney General of 
the United States was so advised on September 16, 1963. The investigation . 
into this bombing was designated a Bureau "Special" and involved the temporary . 
transfer of additional Agent personnel into Birmingham, Alabama, to conduct . 
interviews and related investigation. 


FBI investigation conducted in this matter concluded in January, 1973, 
as the investigation developed insufficient information to sustain Federal 
prosecutive action. Although the investigation did not lead to Federal prosecu- 
tion of persons responsible for the bombing, information provided by the FBI 
to.the Alabama State Attorney General's Office led to the indictment of 
Robert E. Chambliss by a local grand jury on murder charges in connection 
with the bombing of.the 16th Street Baptist Church. Chambliss was indicted 


on September 6, 1977, and was convicted in a jury trial in November, 1977. | 
imerviewed on 7/21 - 8/7/78 __,, Washington, D. C., ___ rite #__ 62118023 
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Chambliss is currently incarcerated in Kilby Prison, Mount Meigs, Alabama. 


The following is information gleaned from a review of the file which 
might indicate that Gary Thomas Rowe was involved in the bombing of the 
16th Street Baptist Church. : 


Serial 1421, Section 33, of this file is a teletype from the. Birmingham 
FBI Office to FBI Headquarters. This teletype reports information from. a 
confidential source that Robert M. Shelton, Imperial Wizard: and b6 


of the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church. 
The Birmingham Office in evaluating this information in light of information . 
already in possession of the FBI concerning principal suspects advised that . 
it did not appear any investigative action regarding this information was 
warranted. 


Serial 1454 in Section 34 of this file is a teletype from the Birmingham 
Office to FBI Headquarters. Page two, paragraph one, of that teletype . 
contained information from a confidential informant stating that Robert 
Chambliss, a prime suspect eventually convicted for this crime, visited . 
Attorney Mait Murphy, Jr., on July 8, 1965, for the reported purpose of 
furnishing Murphy with information concerning participation of Gary Thomas 


Rowe in previous acts of violence, which information Murphy might be able. 
to uSe ina retrial of 
The 


nature of these acts, their frequency or consequences are not related in this. 
teletype. 


Serial 1468, Section 35, of this file is a report from the Birmingham 
FBI Office dated August 4, 1965, writtenby SAL_—~—~—“~*C*C*C*C*C~CSC Terre’ 

. are Several references in this report to Gary Thomas Rowe. These references 
consist of interviews conducted by FBI Agents of several Birmingham area 
residents who were asked who might be responsible for the bombing of the 
16th Street Baptist Church. These interviews have been extracted from this 
report a and are reproduced in their entirety as pOnTOW a: 


8 FD-382 (Rev. 10-11-63) , t : es = a 
Ca BUREAU OF eae 


pate May 13, 1965 


. 


1 
he, oc rt Oe eae ee 
A Side nap ine e “b6 
was °°. bye 
interviewed at his home. 3 ; bID 


, When the interview began,|_____—_—idj advised that he under. | 
stood his rights and that he knew he did not have to talk to. 
the FBI if he did not desire and that he could consult an. 

_attorney before talking if he did desire. He said that he does. 
not object to talking to the FBI and will talk to the FBI 
any time he can be of assistance, 


He stated that he is not in favor of any bombing and 
has no knowledge of who has placed the bombs in this area, 


When aSked if he knew of any individual connected with the 

Klan who could have-placed the bombs, he stated that he believed 
that GARY THOMAS.ROWE would be the type who would do such a thing, 
He said he does’ not say this because he is an informer, but 
because he believes ROWE is the type who would do this type. cf 
thing to keep action going in order to create a "shooting war’. 
He said he could not furnish any suggestion as to who would ~ 
be associated with ROWE in this type of thin but just thinks that 

WE is the type who would do this, 


He said he has no personal knowledge a ; 
would consider him to be the most logical suspect he knows, 


that he has known ROWE was an — eee | 


years, He said he told ROWE to his face that he was an 
informer for the FBI and ROWE did not deny this or take any 
offense to the remark, . , 


He said that he feels that the Justice Department is_ | 
partly responsible for the death of the woman for which some of 
the Klan are being tried. He said he believes this because he 
thinks ROWE would try to create incidents and would try to 
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get the others to create trouble, He said ROWE was capable 
of doing SnyeAt Oe tO KEEP trouble going so he. could ees 
to the FBI, 


does know of violence which was blamed on the Klan 


He said if he had any Enowleare of any bombing activity, 
~ Re would tell the FBI, He said he knew of no reason why te 


' Ppecent bombs were placed in the locations where they were ~ouns 
He said he has conversations with Klansmen on occasion, ané has 
never heard any mention of these locations as being trouble Spots 
or being connected Wwth_things whic e Klan opposes. - He saic 
he nad never heard of before the bomb exoioced 


there, . He said he thinks that if any Klansman was involvec, 
he would | have heard someoné mention the bomb locations as rossi ple 
trouble spots in the eyes of the Klan, He said he thinks tne 
bombs were placed by other than the Klan to continue to CEesue 
a. constant turmoil in the area, - 

He said he does not seek aie Klansmen to associate 
with him and the conversations he has had. wevh RESHEMSN: has 
been chance meetings, 


He said that he has told ROWE in the past that scne : ci 
of the things that ROWE suggested that the Klan do-were ; 
ridiculous and that the Klan should never do them He said — 


that _] 
He said he hei 
seen, on many occasions, carbines and automatic weapons in = 


ROWE's possession, He said he believed, from the type of 
weapons ROWE had, he could have obtained them only from the 
Government, He accused the FBI and the Alcohol Tax Unit of 
furnishing ROWE with these arms, and after discussion, agreed 
“; that the FBI would not furnish ROWE with weapons, 


BH 157-195 
_BH 174.6 
ee 


oon 


stated that he trusts the FBI fully and is. 
willing to furnish any information he has to the FBI in the : 


event that he hears anything regarding Whe: is i aac for 
pene bombs, 


ana did not mention his name because he is an informer, but 
believes that ROWE is the only person he knows who would be 
involved in bombings of this nature, 


He repeated that he debe not accuse ROWE of the Bonbings 
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Date __ June 9, 1965 __ 


FEDE 


was interviewed at his home and after being advised of the nature b7D 
of the interview; that he did not have to make any statement; that - - 
any. statement he might make could subsequently be used against him 
in a court of law; and that-he had a right to consult with an | 
“attorney before making any statement, he furnished the following © 
information: . 


resently employed as [| 

and has been so 

e is currently 

stated that he has 

_bee close personal friend of. GARY THOMAS ROWE for the past 

| | years and has suspected all this time that ROW: 
‘was, in_some way, connected with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). stated that because of his friendly relationship with 
ROWE, he has been frowned upon by[—“‘(SW Cl WhO accused ROWE 
of being a "pimp" and a "Fink" and of unsavory character. He stated | 


that he has _been obliged lately to go along with the general consensu 
of 0 gntonf dno talking to them, auout 
but he personally feeis a WE has performed an exceptional 


Service to the ccuntry and to the FBI by assisting them over the 
. past several years. . . 


advised ‘that he is 


When advised that information is being spread in certain 
- areas that the green boxes of dynamite discovered in Birmingham 
on March 21-22, 1965, and March 31 - April 1, 1965, were placed there 
by GARY THOMAS ROWE 


replied that he had not been aware at any such information 
Was being circulated and was very concerned about who might be. 
making -such statements. When it was intimated to him that ROBERT 


SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, United Klans of America (UKA), Inc. 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (KKKK), and 
——— making such statements, 


became very angry and said that if this were true, he would 


n 
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be’ forced to take care of it himself. 


See 
bottom of this matter ane own — and ie Ue PBT advise 


au 


He we & tne ear. 
hours of April = 1385, but felt pertain that he hag] 


and thought tnat he was proba: 
home in bed shortly thereafter until 7 or 8 a.m. the following 
-morning,. 


sothee nee Beastie ve 
and he knows this individual to ai De 
a frien GARY THOMAS ROWE, but he was unable recaii pe 


TO also 

to L nis ft SG 
name, He eines. however, that he would talk to advise 
him of the nature of the sta ts being circulated concerning -. 
him and advise the FBI otf | feelings and also his Pirst name, 


stated further that he considers himsel 


He stated he is personally acquainted with many me 
te) e » Inc., KKKK, and feels he either is or could be in 
position to furnish valuable information to the FBI concernin 

their activities, He advised that he will remain in close t 
with the Birmingham Division of the FBI and that personnel ci 
Givision should feel free to call upon him for any help ak ee 
he may be able te provide. 
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-yiewed and furnished the following iIniormatvion: . 


a ae that she is against violence of any 
type and the bombs over the recent years in Bixmingham, Alabama 
have done nothing but bring grief to the_citizens of Birmingham 
and discredit on the state of Alabama, [_______]stated that she 
has not received any information that would identify the persons 
responsible for the various bombs placed in Birmingham and added 
she would immediately notify responsible authorities if she 
received any such information because she did not advocate the 
use of violence, in any form, She stated, however, in her 
opinion it would be an individual such as TOMMY ROWE, as he was 
a morally low and an unstable person, . 


viewed several photographs and advised she 


recogni phs of THOMAS BLANTON, Jr., BOBBY FRANK , 


CHERRY, HERMAN CASH, 
‘and TOMMY ROWE as individuals whom she had met 


connection with 


c [_____s|statea she has neve n 


‘the Ku Klux Klan. However, she did say 


ie: ‘The following description was obtained by observation 
and interview: - a sys : 


- 
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EH 157-577 
BY 17426 


Name 

Pate of virth 
Place of birth 
Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weigat 

Eyes 

Hair 
Complexion 
Husbend 

Son 


— 


a 
Lose ae 


2. 
: b6 
b7 
b 
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. Female ae 
Nie é 
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: ed was Detes ice ea at ee residence 
He was advised he did not have to 
make a statement an at ‘any statement he. did make could 


be used against him in a court of law. He was advised he 
had the right to consult an attorney or anyone else of his 
choice before saying anythines at all. He also was adviscd 

of the identity of the interviewing agents. He furnished 
the following information: ~ 


He advised on the night of March 20, 1965 he 


containing dynamite on the car 
radio, ; 


8 


advised that as far as the placing of the green boxes 
containing dynamite it was his opinion that this may have 

' been done by TOMMY ROWE as he distrusts ROWE and said 
that ROWE was a person who always wanted to eEgate soma: 
sort of incident, : 


he advised that this is a general practice to warn 
ansmen which is frequently done because if something 
happens they know they will be blamed. 
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volunteered that he did not believe 
in the bombings that had taken place in Birmingham and if 


he knew who was responsible ke would advise the FBI of any 
information he had. 


pee 


arial 1769 of Section 41, of this file is a teletyne 
rom the Si eaiachas ee Office to FRIEND Gated March 1 L977. 
n this teletype the Birmingham PRI Office reports eh 


nie 7 ved Pa) 


this bombing with ¢ : advised 

hnat it was adore ane to > hhete investisation to have access to 
transeriptions from technical instellations which the PRI had 

in eff ct. during aie course of the investigation. The Birminghan 
PRT Off4L making available these 


Tt is noted that in the documents revroduced above 
thera is contained an interview of wherein 
he denies involvament in this bowbing. 


~~ 


Serial L?7 of tha:.Electronie Surveillance section of 


v 
iM 


this file contains a teletype the Birmingham FRI Office which 
stated that agents whe had reviewed these files ex enaiveiy, have mo 
knowledges of information Peat ncing that ROWE was substantively 
involved in this bombing or was ever seriously con siveeea a suspect 
by anv law enforcement agency curing the active chase of the 

FRE infermakion that 


investication. Also noted in the teletype is 

hng xvaviewed voluminous FEI reports 
concerning this matter and hes stated that he has sewn nothing in 
PRE gocuments which would isolicate ROWE. 


Ghis teletyne, which was in ressonse te a directive 
from F ape HQ to Birmingham, identifies all technical coverage, This 
dixective renee seated the tirmingham Offica to SeLersine ixrorm 
the basis for his belie? that ROWE was involved in the matter and 
Further to provide any information in the files which had indicated 
that ROWE was involved in this case. 


~~ os es +. a * . 

in yvespensa, the Siruincham Ssucse by airtel dated 
a 3 ¢. 
Mareh 38, 1977, Eurnishee a add 


a copy of a me mika iidzmesad ta 
a: General's Office 
have been i: aVOLvEA 


Moor orth oh gy 


Esotion 42 of ‘this 
file) states thad 
is aware that his 


Pemorancan Jo and 


suspicions and caeene eh sGthing of an pet paeaes: 
Reproduced iu ite entirety is a sopy of memorandum a3 
follows: 


3/17/77 


a 


RE: GARY THOMAS” ROWE, OR. 


Comme es 


There are some questions arising out of this investigation 


which may lead to involvement of ex-FBI informer GARY THOMAS ROUE, 
JR., in the bombing in Birmingham, Alabama. Here are some things 
which have been brought. to my attention: 7% 000 ¢ ong 0. co 


1) Rowe was a 


2) In Rowe's book he talks of LaVaughn Coleman and how 
he was close friends with him. He stayed with Coleman during 
the days after the VIOLA murder and before he was to testify.. 


: Cd t 
ie a8 

ans 4 

ad 

= ra 
-_ 7? ] _ 
oe ete 
CST eres peepee cepa ore Se nore erg et genet on tp er pgerpepeeter gen en rene - i 
: oe Ba: TOMER UF Tp pos pai ch bd ce aba PST Oe ere epmeprerr ere ere as 


tens "oe : ; ‘e 


RE: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


him two weeks after the 16th Street Baptist Church was bombed, 
"They'll never solve that one. Me and another fellow did it.” 


Rowe, had placed | the Green lox 
bombs in March of 1965 at councilmen's and mayor's houses. 


it is not OUR. ee this time ‘af Rowe, was 
ee age a 


“ay ————, Rowe os part ; in fie 2 violence © 


the alta Bus Station on Freedom Riders. in. eae 


8) On 9/25/63 two uniform Bepieies. in response to i 
a bonibing call, arrived at the scene to find Rowe in a pay phone 
making a call. ‘They spoke to him but did not question him. - 
9) In Rowe's book he details how A. G. Gaston's home |. 
. Was. firebombed; how it was planned and how it was carried out. © 


Xt is not known that Rowe ever called the FBI and Peleleds this” 
to them. 


_ 10) bé 
iL supe 
Grnishned the - 
ingredients for_the bomb at the 16th Street BERET Church to . 
ronny Rove andt— ae 
s 11) Rowe stated in ieidaposition that be 
called him.on the BIC 


morning of 9/15/63 and told him that the-church had been bombe:? . ' 
and that he had better call in. 


at(_____|for that day and found that 
a ané,could not have called him from 


has checked the. records” 
was off tnat 


RE: GARY THOMAS ROWN, JR. Be, : . 
13) L______Jand Rowe are known for their love of © - - bé! _ 
violence. In Rowe's book he brags about how good he is at oe BIC 


=hting and relates stories about the many findhts he was in. 


14) Rowe in his book talks of numerous bugs and wire- 
less transmitters that FBI Agents placed in his car and in homes 
of Klansmen. He speaks of Agents in trail cars taping conver~. 
sations of him and other Klansmen while riding in his car. He. 
tells of Klansmen talking about being too close when the bord 
exploded but nothing he has given to ‘the FBI would ever lead 
to ‘this. conclusion. - : Ce id be te 
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Date of transcription 


Birmingham file [| all volumes, concerning 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., contained no information that ROWE 
was involved or admitted to involvement in the bombing 

o£ the 16th 5 Street Baptist Church in paemendnen Alabama 
on September "18, 1963. 


b2 - 
bID 


The files reveal that ROWE was contacted by 
a Special. |Agent. of the. PBI immediately following the bombing 
of the ‘16th Street Baptist Church, which occurred at 
approximat ed 10:19 a.m., September 15, 1953 and advised 
as follow 


"Fe stated he had no information about the bombing 
and is inclined to think that Elansmen would not perpetrate 
the bombing inasmuch as this area is heavily populated 
by Negroes. His only thought was that if Klansmen had 
anvthing Yo do with the bombin it would ssibly be 


He stated he hases this on the 


Fact that |tney had been traveling together recently and 
have indicated they may be handling some “problems” for 
the Klan. | He stated occasionally[ sre 
with them, but that he is not a regular member of the 
sqvad. Be stated he had no information whatsoever that 
these people could have done the bombing, but that he 
would do some checking®. x 


b2 


The filles reveal that ROWE continued to deny 
wledge of the bombing and on December 23, 1563, : 
aja signed statement ag follows: 


inerviewed on. ?@/ 24 “| 27/78 a  _—\Birmingham, Alabama fie# BH 62~2654-A 
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"December 23, 1953 
Birmingham, Ala. 


“1, GARY TROMAS ROWE, voluntarily 


furnish the following statement to Special 


of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
I know Y doen't have to make a statement 
that any statement I do make can be used 
in a court of law; that I have a right 
to consult an attorney; and that no threats 
or promises can be made to enconrage me 
to furnish any information. 


aes 


Sed) 
O 


"T reside at 954 9th Court West; 
am 32 and comel leted 9 years of education. | 


"J have never belonged to any Klan — 
organizations but I do sympathize with 
their objectives. I believe in segregation 
but do not condone bombings. 


"Tt. have never been involved in any 
bombings and do not have knowledge of 
who perpitrated any of the Birmingham 
bombings. 


“TF do not care to discuss my whereabouts 
any further but in view of the type of 
bombing which occurred at the 16th St. 
Baptist Church and the deaths involved 
I will state I was at my residence when 
the explosion occurred. I heard the blast 


and can verify my presence by phone call 
I made to 


ha 


aa 


"y have read the a si 
of this and one other page an 


"/s/GARY THOMAS RONE 


"Witnesses: 
"/s[____] Special Agent, Dr, Birmingham, 


: Alas, 12/23/53 
“ssl | Special Agent, FBI, Birmingham, 


Ala., 12/23/63" | 


phe signet statement furnished by ROWE is maintained 
in the Birmingham file. * 
j 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 63, concerning 
-the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses 
in Serial 4722, Cover Page N, the following pertinent infor- 
mations = 


. GARY ‘THOMAS ROWE, JR. “tor Tes a Sas 
L_—__] that plans have been made for to pick pie 
Alm up at his residence around 8:30 a.m. on the day of 
the bombing of the loth Street Baptist Church. ROWE stated 

that plans had been made to watch churches in the downtown 
“Birmingham area. He said that demonstrators at that time 

were attempting to integrate the white churches, He stated . 

that he was awakened at 11:00 a.m. by his Birmingham Police 
Department contact who told him about the bombing of the 

16th Street Baptist Church and suggested he might get "any 

of the boys who were out to go home immediately"™. 


~ 
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Birmingham file 157~352, Volume 74, Serials 5712 
through 5743, concerning the bombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church, Giscloses the following pertinent infor- . 
mation: 


In Serial 5743 dated May 20, 1965, it is set 
forth that information was received from a former infor- 
Mant to the effect that ROBERT M. SHELTON, Imperial 
Wizard, and 


ef bombing the church. 


A comment in this serial sets forth that in 
"Light of information already in possession of the FBI 
agirectly connecting principal suspects to the bombing, 
it does not» ‘appear any investigative action regarding 
this information is warranted.” 


Serial 5728, dated May 11, 1965, sets forth that 
a former FBI source advised that according to ROBERT M. 
Serene rahe Wizard of United Klans of America, GARY 
THOMAS RB 


inciuding SHELTON, suspect ROWE and 
of bombing the 16th Street Baptist Church, Rirmingham, _ 
Alabama, September of 1963, and also of placing the green 
boxes filled with dynamite in Birmingham in March of 1965. 
URA has been trying to prove that these individuals did 

both of these explosions. said that they | 

had been suspecting RCWE, fer some 
time and had been trying fo prove that they the bombings.” 
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Birmingham Pile 157-352, Volume 69, Serial 5302, 
Parajcaph 43, and the List accompanying it, concerning the 
bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, discloses 
the Following pertinent information as furnished by a former 
sources . 


The following persons, according to informant, 
were invoived in the church bombing as indicated below: 


NAMES . PARTICIPATION 
TOMMY BLANTON Participated 
; : b6 
Had knowledge. bIC 


Could have; does not know. 


HERMAN CASH _ Participated 
ROBERT CHAMBLISS Participated 
BOBBY FRANK CHERRY - Participated 


Had knowledge 
Had knowledge 
Participated 
Had knowledge 
participated 


Had knowledge 


Participated 
= Interviewed on 1/27 f ? ra) at Birm3 aghan, Alabama ____File # BH 62~2654 
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NAMES 


TOMMY ROWE 


ROBERT SHELTON 


PARTICIPATED 


Participated 


Could have participated’ 
in furnishing dynamite 


Participated 


Could have participated 


in furnishing dynamite 
Had knowledge 
Had knowledge 


Had knowledge 
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ALLEGATION THAT GARY THOMAS 

ROWE, JR., WAS INVOLVED IN THE ne 

BOMBING OF THE | Pec 

RESIDENCE AT — 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1963 — 
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On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters | b2 
fileL______—_—_—sdjregarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was bTD 
conducted. . 


No specific reference was located regarding 

the bombing of the residence of[__ sd = Fee 
on September 8, 1963, and no | . re 

indication that Rowe was suspected of being directly 

involved in any bombing was found. 


- investigation on JULY 28, 1978 at Washington Dy Cs 


Pambih Stators tok! So mule [cece 


at eee ee ouey , 28, 1975 


oe 
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A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1011, ca tioned 


was conducted by Special Agent 


This review determined that his file contains 17 
serials, all of which are accounted for. The file contained infor- 


mation concerning a firebombin apparently with a gasoline bomb of 
the residenca of 
: The matter was origionally investigated by 


the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office which requested and received > 
FBI assistance in the form of laboratory examination of evidence. 
The examination was conducted after arrangements were made by the 
Birmingham FBI office to expedite the examination by flying the . 
evidence to the FBI laboratory in Washington, D.C. 


No other active FBI investigation was conducted > 
. into this bombing after FBI headquarters had determined from 
ME. RICHARD WASSERSTROM, of the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department of Justice on 9/8/63, that the Deparevent: of Justice 
did not desire further FBI inquiry. 


On 9/10/63, CJ aavisea | Special ‘Agent | 


of an anonymous teleohone call from a woman who | 
a white male, as the 


a however, as there were no latent fingerprints on 


Loence recovered at the scene of the bombing, no comparison of 
[| prints could be made with the evidence. 


The file review shows that the Birmingham FBI office 
closed this case on 1/28/64, administratively as the case did not 
warrant further independent investigation other than that received 
in the investigation that office was conducting in connection with the 
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Bizmingham, Alabama on 
September 15, 1963. 
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GARY THOMAS ROWE was involved or admitted to involvement in the ; 


There is ®@ insormation in the file Oi evea that * 


bombing of the[___]residence. ‘There is no information in this 
file that ROWE was ever contacted by the PBI about this incident, 
or that he ever furnished information to the FBI about the case. 
There is no information in this file that the local authorities 


. ever considered ROWE a suspect in this bombing. There is no infor- 


mation to indicate ROWE furnished information pertaining to him 

having shot a black man during the Birmingham Riots, or that 

he was involved or admitted involvement in the Bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, or that ROWE was more deeply 
involved in the murder of MRS. VIOLA LIUZZ0, other than his testimony re- 
Elects. There is no information in this file which shows that 

ROWE reportec planned violence in advance. There is no infor- 

mation in this file to indicate irregularities in ROWE'S 

activities cz the FBI's handling of ROWE as an informant. | 
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A review of BH Fite[ | wumber li, concerning. bIC 


any information that GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. was involved 
or admitted to involvement in the bombing of the 


residence, revealed that on December 23 3 MAS 
ROWE, JR vided Special agents 
Pee signed statement of which a paragraph [s 
- quoted as follows: 


“I have never been involved in any bombing and 


do not have knowledge of who perpitrated any of 
the Birmingham bombings.” 
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ALLEGATION THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SHOOTING OF 
MRS. VIOLA G, LIUZZO IN LOWNDES COUNTY, 
ALABAMA, MARCH 25, 1965, AND THAT 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ATTORNEYS WHO 
PROSECUTED THE CASE HAD KNOWLEDGE 

OF ROWE'S UNSE DISABILITY AND/OR CRIMINS I 
ACTIVITIES, ts 
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A xeview of FBIHQ file 44-28601 captioned ; BG 
: WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; ai bic 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO ~- VICTIM; CIVIL 

RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS" disclosed no information that 
GARY THOMAS ROWE was more deeply involved or admitted 
further involvement in the killing of VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO 
than his testimony reflects. 

2 at File #_ 624148923. 
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jew of FBIHO file 44-28601 captioned 7 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; BIC 
VICLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM; CIVIL 


“RIGHTS ~- ELECTION LAWS" disclosed no information 
that Departmental Attorneys who prosecuted the matter Aad 
or were furnished any information as to ROWE'S 
“unreliable and/or criminal acts," with the following 


noted: 


i) 


2) 


= davestigation 0-34 38499 B79 FRO —_ WA SHENG EON, DG, ———File # 9-448 993-——__—— 


Section 5, Serial 158 - the Civil Rights 
Division, Department of Justice, was advised 

of information received November 19, 1964, 

that ROWE had acquired the following weapons: 

an M-1 carbine, an M-2 carbin a .45 caliber 
carbine, a .38 caliber tater and two .22 caliber 
rifles. Date of- dissemination and identity of 
person receiving information not stated. 


Additionally, an FBI arrest record for ROWE, 
FBI #921 500 B, was provided the Department . 
on March 30, 1965. 
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3) 


4) 


5) 
6) 


Section 9, Serial 430 - Informant information / 
received July 12, 1965, that ROBERT C. CHAMBLISS 
related to MATT MURPHY that ROWE was “involved 
in the violence at the Trailways Bus Terminal 


“at Birmingham in May, 1961, during the Freedom 


Rides ..." This information was provided the 
Civil Rights Division of the PER EE EReR® on 
August 17, 1965. 


Section 10, Serial 560 —- ROWE made the statement 
that when he came out of the grand jury room prior 
to the first trial, he noticed a young Negro and 
informed SA[________—sd[that this Negro was not the 


Negro he saw in the LIUZ2Z0 car. SA stated 


he did not recall ROWE having seen 

cutside the jury room, but recalled that some 

time subsequent to testimony, ROWE observed 

a photograph of ‘and remarked he did not 
believe this individual was the Negro observed with 
MRS. LIUZZO. ROWE believed the person _with 

MRS. LIU2Z0 was a much larger_man than[ _|appeared 
to be in the photograph. SA[____]advised 
Departmental Attorney JAMES TURNER of ROWE'S statement. 
Review of Birmingham files relating to interviews 
with ROWE immediately following the shooting of 

MRS. LIUZZO failed to reflect that any descriptive 
data was furnished by ROWE concerning the Negro 
occupant of the car other than that he was a male 
Negro. 


Section 11, Serial 564 ~ A restatement of serial 560 above. 


Section 11, Serial 578 - A restatement of serial 560 above, — 


with addition that ROWE described the young Negro 
outside the grand jury room as about 19 years of age, 
a "beatnik-type," fairly slender in build. ROWE 
stated he told SA[___—__—sdJ the Negro he saw in the 
car with MRS. LIU%Z0 was a large man with an 
exceptionally large neck, possibly shirt size 17, 
wearing a sport Sone almost identical with a BROEE 
coat owned by ROW ROWE also stated the 

Negro with MRS. LIUZZ0 was wearing a business-type 
snap brim hat with a feather in the band. 
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On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headgharters os 
file [de regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was 
conducted. 


No information was located to indicate Rowe 
was more deeply involved or admitted further involvement 
in the killing of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo other than his 
testimony reflects. 


There is no information to indicate the United 
States Department of Justice attorneys who prosecuted 
the matter were not furnished all information as “ve Rowe's. 
unreliability and/or criminal acts. - 


e ‘nvestisation at July 28, 1978 a _Wash i neton, D.C. File # 
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Birmingham file 44-1236 contained in 15 volumes | 
with 901 serials concerning the killing of VIOLA G. 30220 
by Klansmen between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama on 
March 25, 1965, discloses the following pertinent information: 


First, there is not any information ifn this é 
file indicating that GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. was more deeply | 
involved in the LIUZZ0 killing other than what his testimony 
disclosed. Second, the file does not contain any information 
which would tend to characterize ROWE as unreliable and 
the Departmental attorneys who prosecuted this case were 
hence not furnished any information which would tend to 
indicate that ROWE was unreliable. 


i b2 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 79, Serials 5980 
through 6008 concernng the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church disclosed the following pertinent information: © 


In interview conducted on September 9, 1955 b 


SA's 
advised that she believes that TOMMY ROWE, JR. 
was probably responsible for most of the bombing in the 
Birmingham area. She also advised that she did not believe 
ROWE's story concerning the LIU2Z0 murder and that although 
she j & well acquainted with W. 0. 

she stated she has met 
times and is sure that he is not the type of person who 
would have been Inyolved in a murder. 


. 
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Birmingham File 157-352, Volume 80, Serials 6009 
through 6079 concerning the hombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church, discloses the following pertinent infor~ 

ation: 


In the memorandum of ) ee 
dated April 3, 1965, Serial No. 5075, dealing with an 


interview of advised that 


concerning the L10Z20 slaying, there is no Ceoubt in her 
a thar rower ROWE, 
kilied Mrs. Li0Z20. She advised that 
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Date of transcription _Suly 28, 1978 


n July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters a 
file regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was 
conducted. 

No information was found indicating irregularities 


in Rowe's activities or the Bureau's handling of Rowe 
as an informant. 


ty —_SA] SA [aces ats Date dictated July 28, 1978 _ by 
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ALLEGATION THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
PARTICIPATED IN OR INSTIGATED ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE WHILE IN THE KLAN, IN FORMED 
THE FBI OF THE ACTS BEFORE "THEY 
OCCURRED AND NOTHING WAS DONE TO_ 
CURTAIL THE VIOLENT ACTIVITIES. 


~ 


_/Ol- 


( 


& FEDERAL BUREAU OF incerican ly 


Date of transcription Jul Y 31 3 1978 


On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters _ bID 
file[____—regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was 
conducted. 


_ Birmingham letter to the Director dated ; e 
October 15, 1963, which is a summary of Rowe's activities bIC 
and prepared by SAL] indicates on page two 
Rowe. was contacted by a member of the Eastview Klavern  — 
on June 8, 1963, and was advised to bring one of Rowe's 


carbines for a trip to Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Rowe and 
five other individuals were arrested for carrying weapons. 


Birmingham letter to the Director dated | 
December 18, 1963, also a summary of. Rowe's activities 
and prepared by SAL____]restates on page two the. 
information regarding Rowe's arrest and indicates the 
arrest was a result of the information disseminated to 
state authorities who arrested Rowe and five other 
Klansmen. 


Birmingham letter to Director dated April 8, 1964, | 


a summary of Rowe's activities prepared by SA 
[7] deseribes fove’s becoming the leader of 


Eastview Klavern "squad no, 1" which is called the — 
"action squad." 


Airtel from Director to Birmingham dated 
April 13, 1964, instructs Birmingham to furnish details 
regarding Rowe's obtaining of squad leader position. 
The airtel requested FBI Headquarters be furnished the 
function of the “action squad," the duties of the squad 
leader, whether squad leader makes policy, who controls 
the squad leader, whether the squad is considered to 
be "a violence squad," and the date Rowe was appointed the 
leader of the squad. oe ‘ 


Birmingham airtel to the Director dated 
April 14, 1964, prepared by saL_ | responded to the 
above airtel from the Director. is. communication 

indicates the “action squad” will handle types of violence 


Investigation on July 23,1973 ar _Washington, D, CC, s Fite # 
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such as floggings, bombings, and harassment. The duties 
of the squad leader included authority : 
for his squad and independent action, 


b2 

bID 

Birmingham letter to the Director dated i 

August 4,-1964, a summary of Rowe's activities prepared b6 
by SA indicates on page three that on April 14, 1964, bic 


the Eastview Klavern discussed the use of explosives to 
cause difficulty at the opening of the first integrated 

bank in Birmingham. Rowe was able to provide the 

identities of those Klan members who would participate 

in the attack on the bank. The plans to attack the bank 
were cancelled because of heavy police concentration in | 

the area of the bank which resulted from Rowe's anformation. ~ 


Or cica: BUREAU OF nnvesricanon M@ 
Date of-tronseription 8, 9/ 78 


A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1025 captioned "Unknown | 
Subjects; Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
September 15, 1963,' was conducted by the following FBI Agents: 


ss[ SS _sfreviewed volumes 1 - 10. | ee 
sA[__———__ reviewed volumes 11 - 20. 0 . 
s{__________ J reviewed volumes 21 -30. 

. slid reviewed volumes 31 - 41. 


The following is infor mation gleaned from a review of the file which 
identifies each instance noted in the file where Rowe reported planned violence 
in advance. = 


Serial 1203 of Section 29 of the file is a teletype from the Birmingham 
FBI Office to FBI Headquarters dated October 31, 1964, which reported 
information from Rowe who advised that at the regular weekly meeting of the 
' Eastview Klavern #13 held on October 29, 1964, it was announced from the 


floor by that information had been received by 
him to the effect that violence is expected_on the night of Election Day on 
November 3, 1964. Rowe reported that tated he received his 
information from and thaf consequently all available Klan members 


from both Eastview and Bessemer Klaverns have been ordered to be available 
on this night, and are expected to congregate at the home of 
Local authorities were advised. 


Serial 858, a summary report of ss ————T. . dated 


February 7, 1964, at Birmingham, Alabama, page F, reflects Rowe was 
present on May 12, 1961, ata regular closed meeting of the Eastview Klavern 


#13, at which meeting the arrival of a Core group in Birmingham, Alabama 
on May 14, 1961, was discussed. [-— 
[directed all Klansmen to stay away from the Greyhound but 
terminal ‘on May 14, 1261, unless specifically instructed to participate in Klan 
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intervention. He related that Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard.of the Knights, » 
had spoken to and | . 
determined the arrival time of the Core group at lla.m., May 14. Sixty 
Klansmen were to participate in the meeting. Thirty were to be stationed 

in the vicinity of the bus depot. The other 30 were to be stationed in a hotel 
room nearby. Several statements were made at the meetint to indicate that 
certain police officials were sympathetic to Klan intervention, and it was. 
pointed out that it would take several minutes to arrive at the scene if any 
disturbance occurred. The Klansmen who were to participate were instructed 
not to carry pistols unless they had permits to do so, but should bring some 

kind of club. Rowe was at the Trailways bus station where a bus arrived in 
Birmingham on May 14, 1961, and was aware of the identity of several of the 
individuals participating in the beating of some Negroes shortly after the bus. 
arrived. 


~~) 


Serial 941, a weekly summary airtel from Birmingham to the Director 
dated April 18, 1964, page 2, reflects Rowe advised tha 
[_ ]Eastview Klavern, UKA, KKKK, is interested in taking some 
action against the newly integrated bank, American National Bank of 
Birmingham, which has both Negroes and whites on the Board of Directors 
and as employees. Surveillance. by local law enforcement and the Birmingham 
FBI Office was conducted ane no Klan action dserved. 


Serial 1010, a ‘Birmingham teletype to the Dineeter dated haar 12, 
1964, reflects Rowe attended the weekly Eastview Klavern meeting on June aS 
1964, attended by 14 Klansmen. The Tuscaloosa situation was discussed and 
also Klansmen were alerted to go to Tuscaloosa if the situation cuenes 
wherein. police were ae able to handle the situation, 


Serial 1096, a Birmingham teletype to the Director dated August 15, 
1964, reflects Rowe attended the August 13, 1964, meeting of the Eastview 
Klavern wherein discussion was held regarding the pickets at downtown 
Birmingham department stores. It was proposed that Klansmen would attempt 
to Sen eENS pickets to assault the Klansmen on August 15, 1964. 


Serial 1030, a teletype from Birmingham to the Director dated July 1, 
1964, reflects that on July 4, 1964, a rally was planned for Governor George 
Wallace in Atlanta, Geor ia. Thomas Blanton, Jr., will probably be in 
attendance. 


-review-could not determine the identity gent who gave these instructions 
_ or the date or location where the instructions were given. | 
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Serial 1055, a memorandum from A. Rosen to Mr. Belmont dated 
July 15, 1964, reflects Rowe advised the Birmingham Office that a secret 
Klan meeting was scheduled for July 15, 1964, to determine if Rowe has 
been acting as an informant for the FBI. This meeting was based upon 
allegations against Rowe by Robert E. Chambliss. 


Serial 1047, a teletype from the Director to Birmingham dated July 15, 
1964, pertains to the Klan meeting mentioned in the paragraph above and. ; 
confirms telephonic instructions to Birmingham to BID 


It could not be determined from the review where, wea or by whom 
Rowe was furnished those instructions, ; 


Bay alvin oe Soction 50 4nd i cakes datcmmation tral ewe advicea that” Se 
furnished 


‘information that the state authorities were interested in an individual named 
as a bombing suspect... The informant and 


b2 
bé 
b7c 
b7D 
Serial 1023, report of SA|___————————SS———=sddated June 11, 1964, 
at Birmingham, Alabama, page Q, reflects that an informant of ¢ me 
Office advised on May 18, 1964, that Tommy Rowe, BIC 


have gone to the integrated baseball field, beat = b7p 
up several Negroes and took a Birmingham city policeman's gun from him, 
The policeman’ Ss gun was later returned to his home. 
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Serial 853, a Birmingham teletype to the Director dated Bebruary Die ye 


1964, states, "In as much as br 
finally received electric blasting caps requested by a 
from + a Thomas Rowe) additional 


investigation 1s being requeste regarding) | 


Serial 895, a report of SAL ated March 6, 1964, 


-at Birmingham, Alabama, page E, furnishes the following information 
regarding the above- mentioned blasting caps: 


On February 8 and repay 9, 1964, Rowe advised that 

had requested him to obtain four electric blasting caps. Rowe was 
to give these blasting caps at a Klan vocation_in Birmingham, Alabama, 
February 8 and 9, 1964. Rowe attempted to give|___]the blasting caps on - 
February 8, 1964; however, stated that he was "hotter than a firecracker 
- and could not take time."' By agreement with Rowe furnished the 
blasting caps to a BesSemer Klansman,| who gave the blasting | 
caps to on the afternoon of 
February 9, 1964. ne planned to use the blasting caps 
for something but would have to hold up as something was not going right. 
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A review of FBIUQ file 44-28601 captioned 


WILLIAM ORVILLE i ee! ae 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0 ~ VICTIN; CIVIL RicsTS -  —-—P© 


-ELECTIGCN LAWS,” identified the following instances where 
GARY THOMAS ROWE reported planned violence in advance: 


1 


1} ‘Section 4, Serial 139 ~- Bureau teletype to 


Birmingham April 5, 1965 ages 1 and 2, 
dictated by sap refers to Birmingham | 
airtel April 1, 1965, which set forth the following 


information received from ROWE during the eos 
March 16 - 26, 1865: 


1) ROWE discussed tactic for dropping grenades in 
midst of demonstrators; 

2) ROWE reported (FHU) SHELTON discussed Meeeuanne: 
@ severe beating to two unidentified racial 
agitators; 

3) "SHELTON discusses his boys who took care of a. 
store in Anniston, Alabama." 

4) ROWE discussed weapons transported to 
Montgomery by women and remarks made regarding 
bicodshed in Selma; 

5) ROWE advised regarding rifles, grenades and 
land mines being transported to Selma and 
turned over to someone in Selma by 


Interviewed on FA 3 OL 7B—8 A297 g— WA SE 3 File # 62-118023 ; 
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Request made of Birmingham to advise whether 


this information was disseminated and to whom. See 
serial 207 below. 


2) 


3) 


4) 


Section 4, Serial 144 ~ A March 26, 1965, memorandum 
by "JGR“ dated March 26, 1965, containing a general 
summary of ROWE'S past accomplishments: 

a) In connection with "Freedom Rides" in Alabama _ 

in May, 1961, ROWE provided advance information 
concerning proposed Klan violence. This 
information was provided to all appropriate 
agencies (not further identified); 

b) with reference to the violence in the Birminghan 
bus depot on May 14, 1961, ROWE was in a position 
to advise several days in advance of the exact 
plans of the Klan in connection with the violence 
which occurred. Appropriate local authorities 
were put on notice on five occasions of the 
possibility of violence and the Spcertie plans 
of the Klan. 


Section 5, Serial 183 ~ An April 9, 1965, airtel, 
FBIHQ to Birmingham, by SA wherein 
FBIHOQ instructs that information identifiable in 
Birmingham teletype dated April 7, 1965, as provided 


by ROWE prior to March 26, 1965, is to be disseminated... 


Additionally, that information re a Klan tactic of 
dropping grenades in the midst of demonstrators is to 
again be brought to the attention of the. Birmingham 
Police Department and appropriate state and military 
authorities as an indication that the tactic is still 
under Ciscussion for use by the Klan. 


Information that rifles, grenades and land mines 


“were transported to Selma is to be disseminated to 


appropriate local, county, state and military 
authorities. 


Section 5, Serial 184 ~ An April 7, 1965, Birmingham 
teletyre wherein Birmingham advises of information 
regarding the dropping of grenades (see serial 

205 below) was previously provided to Birmingham 

PD. Birmingham requests authorization to disseminate 
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5) 


to Birmingham PD information relating to two 
proposed victims of Klan brutality. Also requests 
authority to disseminate to Anniston PD information 
that the Klan may be responsible for setting off a 
teargas grenade in a department store in ene e ony 
Alabama. 


Birmingham requests authorization to disseminate 
information regarding the transportation of weapons 
to Montgomery by women to state and local authorities. 


Birmingham recommends information regarding rifles, 
grenades and land mines transported to Selma not be. 
disseminated at this time. 


Section 3, Serial 205 - (See also serial 184) - . 
An April 5, 1965, memorandum prepared at FBIHQ ee 
by SA reviewing a memorandum from ia 


Birmingham regarding information furnished by 
ROWE Guring the period March 16, 1965 —- March 26, 

1965. Following is a summary of information which 

may not have been disseminated by Birmingham on 

egal iad 

a} On March 16, 1965, ROWE © advised it was discussed 
at a March ll, 1965, lan meeting that a new tactic 
would be used in dealing with demonstrators. 

NO large number of Klansmen would appear at 
demonstration, just one or two who would drop a 
grenade from a second story window or rooftop 
into the midst of demonstrators. 

b) On March 18, 1965, ROWE advised that ROBERT 
SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, announced the Klan was. 
interested in assigning somebody to take action 
against two individuals from Birmingham who are 
known racial agitators. It was SHELTON'S idea 
the best way to handle them was to afford then a 
physical beating "severe enough to hospitalize 
them,” 
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cc) On March 19, 1965, ROWE advised that during a 
March 18, 1965, meeting, SHELTON discussed ae 
an incident in Anniston, Alabama, where a tear 
gas grenade was set off inside a department 
store. SHELTON mentioned his boys took care 
of that store in Anniston. 


ad) On March 20, 1965, ROWE advised that during a 
MARCH 19, 1365, Klan discussion of a Klan 
motorcade on March 21, 1965, 
may be planning violence, as he mentioned 
that although the Klansmen will be unarmed, 
their weapons will be transported to Montgomery 
for them by women. Also stated certain members 
were dissatisfied with a peaceful motorcade and 
made inflamatory remarks such as "If we can . 
have bloodshed in Saigon, we can have it here” 
and "If we are to have bloodshed, it is better to 
have it in Selma where our families are not 
involved than to have it here in Bessemer.” 


e) On March 21, 1965, ROWE advised that earlier 
that date while eraveklin from Birmingham to 


stopped at a restaurant 
and two Browning 


automatic rifles and twelve magazines of ammuni- 
tion were transferred vo[—___Jantonobile. 
Also transferred were one box containing 25 hand 


grenades and one box containing 6 land mines. 
On arrival in Selma,[_ |delivered the arms 
and boxes of grenades and land mines to someone 
in a motel there. 


6) Section 5, Serial 207 - An April 1,°1965, Birmingham 
memorandum prepared by "RGJ”" containing information - 
relative to the activities of members and officials 
of United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku. 
Klux Klan, immediately prior to March 26, 1965. 


a) ROWE advised on March 16, 1965, that during a 
March 11, 1965, Klan meeting, 
stated henceforth only one or two members would 
show up at a demonstration and would they drop a 
grenade from a second sees, roof or window into 
the midst of demonstrators 


: @ 
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b) On March 18, 1965, ROWE advised that SHELTON 
stated earlier that date that the best way to 
handle two named individuals from Birmingham | 
who are known racial agitators would be to 
afford them a physical beating severe enough to | 
-hospitalize them. | 


c) On March 19, 1965, ROWE advised that ROBERT SHELTON, 
on March 18, 1965, was discussing a recent incident 
in Anniston, Alabama, where a tear gas grenade | 
was set off inside a department store. SHELTON 
mentioned that his boys took care of that store 
in Anniston. 


dG) On March_19, 1965, ROWE advised he was told that b6 
date by that ROBERT SHELTON is BIC 
planning to take some kind of action that weekend 
and quoted SHELTON as saying that “people are 
getting up in arms all over the state and saying 
that if the Negroes can march, so can the white 
people.” 


' @) On March 20, 1965, ROWE advised that 
indicated on MARCH 19, 1965, that he has some plan 
involving violencé during a Klan motorcada planned 
for March 21, 1965. mentioned that although 
the Klansmen will be unarmed, they will have their 
weapons transported to Montgomery by women. 


£) On March 21, 1965, ROWE sdvisea that earlier that 


date while enroute to Montgome Alabama, with 
nom nOwE, ~—_Jand 


they stopped at the Triple J Ranch 
House. received two Browning automatic 
rifles with bipods, 12 magazines of ammunition, 
one box containing approximately 25 hand grenades 
and one box of 6 land mines, all of which were put 
inf______]care. [__ later delivered the arns, 
grenades and land mines to someone unseen by ROWE. 
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A copy of this serial was disseminated to 
Departmental Attorney ST. JOHN BARRETT on 
April 1, 1965. 


7) Section 5, Serial 209 - On April 14, 1965, Birmingham 

submitted airtel and LHM by "JTD" containing 
information provided by ROWE regarding Ku Klux Klan 
activities, including the following: 


a) ROBERT SHELTON advised the Klan was interested 
in immediately assigning someone to take action 
against two identified Birmingham area persons 
known to be racial agitators. SHELTON believed 
the best way to handle these persons was to 
afford them a physical beating severe enough 
to hospitalize them. This information was 
provided the Eee nopenn Police Department on 
April 14, 19738. 


b) SHELTON discussed an incident in Anniston, Alabama, 
where a tear gas grenade was set off inside a 
department store. SHELTON mentioned that his boys 
took care of that store. This information was 
furnished the Anniston PD on April 14, 1965. 


c) ROWE advised of information received that Klan 
members may in the future use 
to transvort weapons for the use o 

in future Klan demonstrations. This - 

information was provided the Birmingham PD and the 
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office on April 14, © 
1965, and was to be provided appropriate state 
authorities, including the Alabama State eeat eens 
of Public Safety. 


a) Seeman | one or two men would hence- 
forth appear at demonstrations and drop a 
grenade into the midst of the demonstrators. 

The information was provided the Jefferson County 
Sheriff's Office, the Birmingham PD and 

INTC on April 14, 1965, and was to be furnished 
to appropriate state authorities. 


oe eae 
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e) ROVE advised - that in the recent past, automatic 
rifles, ammunition, grenades and land 
mines were transported to Selma, Alabama, by 
a Klan member. This information was provided 
the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office, the 
Birmingham PD and INTC on April 14, 1965, and was 
to be furnished to appropriate state authorities. 


Information set forth in d) and e) above was 
also provided to the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Army, 
Department of Navy, Department of Air Force and 
Internal Security Division of the Department of 
Justice.on April 19, 1965. 


8) Section 5, Serial 210 ~- An April 9, 1965, memorandum b6 
by SA instructing Birmingham to bIC 
disseminate that information set forth in serial 
209 above. States Birmingham has advised that 
information regarding the dropping of grenades in the 
midst of demonstrators was previously furnished the 
Birmingham PD in 2 0ee 


9) Section 5, Serial 231 - Mobile airtel April 21, 1965, 
by SAL_—~—~—Cabchvissess that information set forth 
in Birmingham airtel and LHM dated April 14, 1978, 
disseminated April io, 1965, to Alabama Department of 
Public Safety. 


10) Section 6, Serial 237 - Birmingham memorandum of 
SA April 13, 1965, containing 
explanation of SA relative to 
information received from ROWE during the period 

March 16 - 26, 1965, which was not disseminated. 


11) Section 7, Serial 295 - Prosecutive summary 
prepared at Mobile by "JAS" on April 12, 1965 - 
all pertinent information has been noted above. 


e , +4 ® 
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12) Section 11, Serial 581 - Birmingham LHM, 
November 23, 1965 ages 1 - 5, prepared by 
SA - information previously 
set forth in serials 205, 207, above regarding 
transportation of grenades, rifles, ammunition and 
land mines, Montgomery to Selma, Alabama. 


oo 


~1 Oo 
© 


13) Section 11, Serial 588 - November 22, 1965, newite 
report of SA Pages 16 - 18, ROWE 
advised SA September 28, 1964, that on 
September 27, 1964, during a meeting at the home of 

a plan was formulated to dynamite | 
and assault the Flame Club with hand grenades and. 
automatic weapons, on October 3, 1964. This 

information was disseminated the Same day by SA. 
to 
Fairfield PD; 
County SO, Birmingham, Ala 
INTC, Birmingham; all military intelligence agencies. 
in the Birmingham area; and the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax Division. 


This matter again discussed September 29, 1964, 

between SA 

On October I, 5 
alerted owner of the 

Flame Club, Fairfield, Alabama, of the tentative 

plan to bomb his club. 


14) Section (12, Serial 610 - Memorandum dated November 30, . 
1965, pages 1 and 2, prepared by "CLM." Information 


that ROWE attended a November 21, 1964, Klan m@etin 
near Jacksonville, Florida, whexein[ 
stated that_a man had been selected and 


aid to take care a but that he Lae 
poo gett it-would be best if they walter 


2 - 3 weeks before taking any positive action. 


A review of the above identified file additionally 
failed to identify any instructions given to ROWE, 
with the following exception: 


; whe 4 oth oar : 
@... cr Cr eee POE ER Cotes Begs Re Ree eh 
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1) Section 7, Serial 305 ~- Birmingham teletype 

May 6, 1965, page 2 - aoe did not appear at 

arraignment until 5 

subi: ad. b2 
bé 
pIC 
b7D 
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i. interwiewed -onz 


“E5302 (REV. 11-27-70). 


er 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ** 


7/29/78 


Dote of transcription 


b2 


A review of all volunes of Birmingham fille bID 


Lae relates to GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., reflects 
the following incidents where ROWE reported planned vic- 
lence in advance: SG 


*(1) Birmingham file| sd Volume b2 

1, reflects that on August 39, 1960, ROWE furnished a . b6 
report by mail to SA who prepared ee 
an FD306 (Cover Sheet for Informant Report Material) mus 
reflecting that at a closed meeting of the Eastview Klavern 

No. 13 of the Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. 

{AKEK) held on August 25, 1968, it was announced that 

2 good segregationist had offered to bring in 300 or 400 
‘gen to Birmingham if the Klan would strike down at the 

blacks. The name of the operation was to be called “wholesale 

pay” and the Klansmen would be notified a day ahead where 

to meet and who would go where. The purpose was to hit 

‘olored people and all Klansmen were to carry loaded ball 

bats, bicycle chains, blackjacks and other weapons. 


Birmingham file[_] volume 1, reflects 
that on September 12, 1960, ROWE advised in a report by 
mail to SA who prepared an FD306, that 
at a closed meeting of the Eastview Xlavern No. 13 hela 
on September.1, 1966, it was announced that the Wholesale 
Day that was being planned was to be in the very near 
future: and that "it was going to be the spark plug of 
action in Alabama against the niggers*. All Kilansmen 
were told to be on the alert and that as soon as plans 
were comple ted, they would be given the word. It vas 
also. acknowledged that there would be no more carrying 
loaded bats around in cars, but they should be kept where 
they could be reached on very EROES notice, 


(2) 
ROWR orally advised SA's 
that at a closed meeting of the Gadsden Klavern, AXARK 
on January 18, 1951, ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, 


reflects that 


9/29/78. , Birmingham, Alabama tng g BH 62-2654-A 


. b6 
SAI TiIrbkesdse : . 7/29/78 b7c 


by Dote dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBi and is loaned to your agency: 
t ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ae 
\ 


* 
a 


BH 62-2654-A 


indicated if and when Negroes go to the schools in Birmingham 
or elsewhere in Alabama, that the Klan will not start 

trouble immediately, but will bide their time and then 

take steps to eliminate the problem by removing the Negeo 
students from the schools. 


Birmingham 2 | OT l, reflects . 
that this information was disseminated via Letterhead 


Memorandum (LHM) dated January 20, 1961, which was prepared 
by SAL ~—~—“C*‘sC ane’ Furnished tod G~-2, ONI and OSI 
at Birmingham. 


2 (3) Birmingham filel sd Volume i, 
reflects that on May 12, 1961, ROWE orally advised SA 
that at a regular closed meeting of Eastview 
Klavern No. 13 cf AKKK the arrival of the Congress of 
Racial Equality Group (CORE) and planned integration of 
May, 14, 19551 was discussed. After the closed meeting, 
it was discussed that the CORE group was to arrive at 
approximately 11:00 a.m., May 14, 1961 at the Greyhound 
Bus Depot and that’ 60 Kiansmen were to participate in 
the beatings. It was further acknowledged that EUGENE 
*BULL® CONNORS, Police Commissioner, Birmingham, Alabama, 
nad stated "that when trouble breaks out, it will take 
approximately 15 to 20 minutes before any police officers 
would be summoned to the scene”. 


This information was disseminated _by airtel 
and LHM, dated May 12, 1961 prepared by hres Teale 
to CIC, ONT and OSI at Birmingham, who were also telephon cally 
advised on this date. 


Birmingham file 157~48-29, a memo to the SAC, 
Birmingham from ASAC K. N. RABY, dated May 13, 1961, reflects 


: (4) ~Birmingham file Volume 2, reflects 
that on April 13, 1962, ROWF advised SA 


following a province meeting at Warrior, Alabama, that 

plans were laid to be at the carnival at Bessemer, Alabama. 
the night of April 12, 1962 to put Negroes in their place ae 
and that from all indications, there will be violence. 


2 ne © 
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Birmingham file 100-3080-1416, Volume 13, reflects 
that local authorities at Bessemer and local intelligence 
agencies were advised concerning the above anticipated 
-violence at Bessemer, Alabama at the carnival on April 12, 
1962. This is reflected in a teletype, dated April 12, 

1962 to the Director, FBI from SAC, Birmingham, Birmingham 
File 100-3080-1416, page two, prepared by en | 


Birmingham file 100-3080-1419, Volume 13, reflects 
that this information was disseminated by Birmingham by 
airtel and LHM, dated April 13, 1962, prepared by sat] 
nd furnished to ONT, OSI and CIC, Birmingham. 


(5) Birmingham filel_——=*d’CVo Lume 2, 
seflects that ROWS furnished information to the Birmingham 
office on October 2, 1962 that ROBERT S, SHELTON, Imperial 
Wizard of the United Klans of America, and 20 other Klansmen 
from Tuscaloosa are presently in Mississipoi in connection 
with the deseqregation of the University of Mississippi 
anc that a number of Klansmen from other parts of Alabama 
are reported to be proceeding to Oxford, Mississippi on 
October 10, 1952. 


Birmingham file 157-177-63, Volume 1, reflects 
that on October 3, 1962, the above information was disseminated 
by airtel and LHM, dated October 3, 1962, to Director, FBI. 


(5} Birmingham file Volume 2, 
reflects that ROWS advised SA on June 8, | 
1953 that he had received information from a Klansman 
that ROBERT SHELTON, the Imperial Wizard, was in Tuscaloosa, 


Alabama and that all members of the twelve m secur 
vuard of the Eastview EKlavern should meet a 
rae at 4:00 p.m. today to procee 
inmedlately fo Tuscalcosa. ROWER was told to bring one 
-of his two carbines. 


Birminghan file[ Volume 2, reflects 
that SA disseminated the above information 
by a teletype, dated June 8, 1963 in which he indicated 


that local authorities, military and departmental attorneys 
were advised of this information on this date. 


b2 
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(7) Birmingham filels—s~—~=édéo Lume 3, be 


: ; b6 
reflects that on March 13, 1964, ROWE furnished information pic 
: concernin site BID 


which were made to members of the Eastview Klavern No. 13, 

at a Klavern meeting held at Birmingham, Alabama on March 12, 

1964. [______Jmade the comment that the Klan can't back 

down because they predicted civil disturbance in Birmingham, 

He said that the Klan must stand up and come out fighting 

like white men. A "Piery Cross Summons” was being placed 

‘in the mail to all Klansmen of the province calling upon 

them to assist the Kian in Birmingham and instructing 

them to be at their local Klavern meetings during the 

week of March 16 through 29, 1964. He also said that 

the Negroes plan to use hard core demonstrators from out” 

of state in the next Birmingham demonstration and the 

"Musiims® will undoubtedly be involved. [_]made the 
omment, "Don't go downtown this time dust to push 16 

or 17 year olds around but be prepared to fight niggers®, 


Birmingham op a 3, reflects 
that SA[__—|disseminated the above information by airtel 
and LBM, dated March 17, 1964 to local intelligence agencies 
and that local law enforcement agencies were advised. 
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*8. Birmingham File Volume 3 bé 
(FD-306 prepared by SA {JBB)), reflects BIC 
that ROWE advised SA by telephone on March 256, bID 
1964, that at a regular closed meeting of Eastview Klavern 


Number 13 of UKA, Incorporated (KKKK), held_on March an 


1964, the following discussion was had. with 
[od in private: 


The Klan Squads beginning the week of March 39, 
1964, were to patrol the Westend, Woodlawn and Southside | 
areas of Birmingham, and the Negroes were to be terrorized 
for being in the area where they do not belong. No holds 
were to be barred and the Klansmen were to use blackjacks, 
buckshot, and chains. 


*93.. Birmingham File[ sd Volume 3 
(FD-306 2 eee x es amman that ROWE telephonically 
advised SA on March 26, 1964, concerning 
comments made on March 25, 1964, at a special meeting held 
at the Bastview Klavern Hall which were as follows: 


announced that if the 
pickets at the stores are allowed to continue, he has heard . bé 
that they will try to cause violence in downtown Birmingham “b7C 
within the next three weeks. [_ _|said that the local ; 
“government has already been informed as to the Klansmen's 
capabilities and if the demonstrators get out of hand, we 
will have to help, and the only way we know how is to bust 
asses. He said that they would let the police handle the 
Situation for a while and then move in and every member 
should have one good revolver and a shotgun or vuegeaese 
rifle. 


10. Birmingham #ite DJ voiune 3 ee Be 
(Teletype prepared by J38), reflects that ROWE advised SA b6 
{isletupe prepares April 14, 1964, that he had received b7c 


information from b7D 


ha iscusse @ opening 
irmingham, Alabama, and 
that he felt some_form of action should be taken regarding 
this new bank. [____—ssaid that, "We should help cut the 
ribbon tomorrow morning", and "pull a tape on a tear gas 
canister as this would cause confusion and possibly a few 


\ 
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people could be beaten in the ensuing confusion." He also 
Said, "Something also snould be depesited in the bank and 

I don't have any money.” [| Jaiso said that, "The least 
we could do is pitch a couple of grenades in the windows,” 
and he suggested that grenades could be thrown from sa 
buildings early in the morning of April 15, 1964. 


m Pi ~731-4 reflects that on April 14, 
1964, SA transmitted the above information 
by. teletype to Director, FBI. 


Birmingham Pile 157-731-5 reflects that on April 14, 
1964, at approximately 5:92 p.m., ASAC R. G. JENSEN noted 


in a memorandum to the_SAC, Birmingham, dated April 14, 

1664, Chat he savised ee, che Bi eminghans 
Alabama, Police Department, that the FBI had received a 
rumor to the effect that the Klan in this area had expressed 
an interest in the spening of the bank and that the Klan 
could conceivably have people at the formal opening of the 
bank on April 15, 1964, and that the Rlan would have an 
interest in the bank during the time that the bank was closed 
on the night of April 14, 1964. 


*11. Birmingham File[ —S—S—s—s—sdisColume 3 “bo 


{FD-305 prepared by JBB reflects that ROWB telephonically be. 
advised sap don April 24, 1964, that he obtainea  »7¢ 
at a meeting of the Eastview Klavern on April 24, 1964, . © B7P 
the following: 


Discussions from the floor of the Klavern Hall 
related to comments that had been made on April 22, 1964, 
by ROBERT SHELTON, the Imperial Wizard, who was_in Birmingham 
on that date and to discuss these matters with[ 
SHELTON stated the Klan could handle 


the Tuscaloosa situation if the law enforcement officers 
in that area were unable to control the BenoneLea rors 


SHELTON also wanted Klan Squads. in the Province 
alerted for that weekend and to be on standby for assistance 
in Tuscaloosa. 


12. Birmingham Pile[_ ss Volume 3 we,  ‘8Be 
(FD 306 prepared by JBB), reflects that ROWE furnished infor- b6 
mation by telephone to SAL ———Cédt rating. Dre 
to the following on July 7, 8 oe 16, 1954: a £2 ¢ ee 


426) 
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On July 7, 1964, ROWE was contacted by the Klansmen 


aaa call had been received from[_] 
and that all Eastview members should bring 
‘their firearms and meet in Bessemer to counteract integration 
efforts in Bessemer on that evening. 


~)o - 
O 


Bt oe 


On July 8, 1964, ROWE advised sa[_|that the 
reason for the gathering of Klansmen in the Bessemer area 
on the night of July 7, 1954, was that it was anticipated 
that the Negroes in that area would march from a church 
where they were meeting and take over Bessemer. 


Birmingham File 2 reflects 


This serial reflected that, the fact that the Klan 
was gathering in Bessemer, Alabama, on the evening of 
July 7; 1964, was disseminated to the Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office and Chief of Police, Bssemer, Alabama, and INTC, 
a locsl military intelligence agency. 


: #13. Birmingham File[ ss «Volume 3 
(FD-395 prepared by JBB), reflects that ROWE advised 


SA by telephone on July 6, 19654, comments 
made by ROBERT SHELTON  Gsrgrayon val 150 following 


a Klan rally in Atlanta, eeersTae on July 4, 1964, which 
are as follows: 


SHELTON told the group, phe time for alaving 
is over, if it takes burnings, bombings and shootings." 
The problem of combating Negroes and forcing their rights 
in restaurants and movie theatres under the new Civil Rights 
Act was mentioned and SHELTON suggested obtaining yellow, 
blue or white stink bombs. He made the comment, "The blue 
ones were very effective in downtown Birmingham.” SHELTON 
said he planned to wait and see what MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had on his "feeble mind", before deciding on what action he might 
take against any integration attempts. ; 
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14. Birmingham File 177-9- -SP1-277, Volume 3, 


(an airtel and LHM dated September 29, 1964, prepared by © b6 
eee PTO f reflects that ROWE furnished . “bc 
information concerning several Klansmen from both Eastview 
and Bessemer Klaverns traveling to Fairfield, Alabama, on 
September 26, 1954, to investigate allegations of "race 
mixing® at a Negro nightclub known as the "Flame Club®. 
When the Klansmen entered, they found it occupied by approxi- 
mately 250 Negroes and 75 white people who were engaged 

in drinking and dancing. After the Klansmen left, they. 
were joined by other Rlansmen and formulated a plan whereby 

two charges of dynamite were to be set at the rear of the 

club while hand grenades were to be thrown in the window. 

The front and side exits of the club were to be covered 
by automatic. weapon fire. After about 30 minutes of planning, 
they left in two cars and returned to the Flame Club. When 

they arrived, they noticed two or three Fairfield Police 
Department vehicles in front of the club and the officers 
appeared to be arresting several Negroes. The plan was 
abandoned when the presence of police officers was noticed. 


On September 27, 1964, a meeting was held at 
the home se during which a plan 
was formulated to dynamite or otherwise assault with hand 


grenades and automatic weapons the "Flame Club” on Saturday 
night, October 3, 1964, - 


This communication reflects that the above infor~ 
mation was immediately disseminated to the Chief of Police 
of the Fairfield, Alabama, Police Department, the Sheriff 
of the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office, and INTC, Birminghan. 


Additional information relating to the race mixing 
situation at the Flame Club and the planned activities of  b2 
the Klansmen was furnished by ROWE to SAL sd b6 


on October 1 and 2, 1964, and this information is recorded oe 
in Birmingham Fitef———=«d|s volume 3, an FD-306 prepared ee) 
by NPS. ; - 


. Birmingham f) 2 Se ener Volume 3 b2 
(airtel and LHM prepared by SA NPS on October 2, 1964), -— " b7D 


reflected that appropriate law enforcement agencies and 
INTC have been advised and are being furnished copie of 


‘the LHM. 


wy 8 oe 
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15. Birmingham File[______]Volune 2 
3, FD 155's (records of information furnished other agencies), oe 
reflect that ROWS telephonically advised nes cas 
on November 2, 1364, concerning possible stalling tactics 

to be employed by Negroes in the voting booths on election 

day, November 3, 1964, and that the Klan will be standing 

by to take action against the Negroes if called up to do 

so. This information was telephonically disseminated on 


Novem 4 Cc and Secret Service, Birmingham, 
by SA 


: 
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- #(16) Birmingham file[ sd Volume 3, 2 
{an FD-306 prepared by NPS) reflects that on January 15, 7c 
1965, ROWE furnished information concerning a discussion b7D 


had at the regular weekly meeting of the Eastview Klavern 

No. 13, UKA, KKK, held on January 7, 1965. The recent 
rape of a young girl while she was parked with her voung 
Soca in the Spaulding Mines area of Jefferson County, 


which was allegedly perpetrated by two Negro ; 
males, was discussed. discussed — 
a vlan whereby the Klavern mempers wou make an attempt | 


to put a stop to these "lovers' lane attacks* in the Birmingham 
area. The plan was not worked out in detail but is essentially | 
Gescribed as two Klansmen, one dressed as a woman and 
wearing a wig, to park In a secluded area in 
section while two other Klansmen are hidden on the 
€loor in the backseat of the automobile. If and when 
Negroes attempt to molest the couple parked in the car, 
they will be immediated killed and left as an example. 


{17) Birmingham file[ | volume 257 
{an airtel and LHM, dated March 10, 1954 prepared by JBB) 
reflects that ROWE furnished the following information 
to JBB on March 6, 1954, which he obtained at a regular 
meeting of the Eastview Klavern held on Mareh 5, 1964. 


ad discussed with him-the planned demonstrations to be 
held in Bessemer, Alabama. indicated that 
had informed him that L_ of the Alabama 
State Troopers is suppose to be on hand to handle the 
demonstrations at Bessemer. claimed that 

told him that the Klan would be allowed to handle 
the demonstrations with "no holds barred" if the State 
Troopers and Bessemer Police could not handle the situation. 


stated "he was tired of backtracking” Z 
ang “if you don't want to get ant and bust-ass and kill bye 
Wiggers, get out of the organization”. He further stated, 

"The first bunch of Federal troops that intervene at Bessemer 
will be met head-on with everything the Klan has and after 
the first attack the Klan will use hit and miss tactics 
against the Federal troops". [__jadded, "“Rlansmen, 

we've got a hell of a lot more stocked up than some people 
“--think™.. os - . aaa : 
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ae <2) 
Birmingham file[ | volume 2, also reflects — b7D 
in airtel, dated March 10, 1964, that local intelligence 
agencies were being furnished copies of the LHM and that 
local law enforcement agencie Ss were advised, 


*(18) Birmingham fire[ __] Volume 2, 
(a memorandum from JBB to SAC, Birmingham, dated June 3, 


1964) reflects that at 11:39 a.m., dune 3, 1354, ROWR 
furnished the following information to JBB: 


had just telephonically instructed b6 

ROWE to met him and others at Thompson's Restaurant, Bir- bIC 
mingham. [__—sdjsaid BOBBY SHELTON had just telephonically 

advised him the Negroes were to march on Kress, Tuscaloosa 
at 1:00 p.m. today and SHELTON made the comment, “he 
wouldn't be surprised a Little if somebody was killed 
this afternoon”. SHELTON ogo a this occurred, 
trouble could spread throughout Tuscaloosa and Birminghan, — 
therefore, he felt “all the goers should be in Tuscaloosa”™. 


Birmingham fileL__]volume 2 (a memorandum be 
from JBB to SAC, Birmingham, 6/3/64) reflected that at ne 
3208 p.m., June 3, 1964, he received a telephone call oon 
from ROWE concerning the above mentioned instructions 
to travel to Tuscaloosa. ROWE said that he was with 
and other Rlansmen and they got as far as Third 


Avenue in Birmingham when stopped, a 
then stated that he questioned whether it would be advisable 
to go to Tuscalcosa in response to a telephone call from 
BOB SHELTON because if the PBI had his, telephone 
tapped and an incident occurred, there is a possibility. 
that SHELTON and the organization might be involved in 

a conspiracy charge. He said the trip would be called 

off and that the squad members should stand by and he 

might get in touch “with them later this evening or tonight. 


There was a notation on[_______] volume ra | 
stating that the above information was included in a teletype 


summa dated June 3, 1954 and a comment that Chief of 
7 aaa Tuscaloosa was alerted. . 
No record located in the Birmingham files reviewed 


ak items mentioned above preceeded by an asterick were 
disseminated by the Birmingham PBI Office. 
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Birmingham file 44-1236 contained in 15 volumes 
with 901 serials concerning the killing of civil rights 
worker VIOLA G. LI02Z20 by Klansmen between Selma and 
Montgomery, Alabama, on March 25, 1965, discloses the 
following pertinent information: 


Birmingham report of Assistant | Special Agent 
in Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN, dated March 30, 1965, beginning 
on page four contains the statement of GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
made to Agents of the FBI at Birmingham on March 26, 1965. 
Beginning on page three and continuing on to page four 
of this statement, it is noted that "ROWE stated that in 
making the trip with THOMAS and the two other men, he under- 
stood that there might be violence and an assault against 
demonstrators, but had no information and there had been 
no prior conversation to indicate that anyone would be 
killed”. Then, according to Birmingham teletype to the 
Director, FBI, on March 25, 1965, itt is noted that ROWE 


accompanied[ __ana EATON to Selma and Montgomery a 
“because of his informant status and after advising the buc 


Bureau of contemplated trip*. In a newspaper article appearing 
in the "Birmingham News” on November 30, 1965, news staff 
writer GILLIS MORGAN wrote that "NEIL SHANAHAN, an PBT 
Agent in Birmingham, testified Monday and identified ROWE 
as a paid informant. He said ROWE called him before and 
after the Klansmen made the trip from Bessemer to Montgomery 
and then from Montgomery to Selma*. However, there is . 
no information in the file showing that ROWB told Agent 
before leaving, that acts of violence would be 
committed while on the trip to Montgomery and Selma. There 
is no information in the file to further explain how or 
when the contemplated trip was reported to the FBI's head- 
quarters nor is there any information indicating that PBI 
headquarters was pat on notice that the trip was to commit 
acts of violence 


~ 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 69, Serial 5270, 
concerning the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, 
discloses the following pertinent information which was 
furnished by GARY THOMAS ROWE: 


PAt the regular weekly meeting of 
Bastview Klavern 13 held on October 29, 
last, it was announced from the floor b 
by thatiin- he ob 
formation en received by him to the 
effect that violence is expected in Bir- 
mingham on the night of election day, November 3, 
1964, no matter which way the election gces. 

advised that he had received his 

information from[ sane that conse- — 
guently all available klan members from 
both Eastview and Bessemer klavern_ have 
been ordered to be available on this night 


and are i to congregate at the home of 


Tt shonid be noted that a handvritt ten sentence was 
written in at the end of this communication and states that 
"Local authorities being alerted re poesicte violence. set 


out above,” ~ 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 49, Serial 3978, 
page 2, concerning the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church, discloses the following pertinent information: 


residing in 
as being prime bombing suspect. 

erred with ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, 
URA, BERR, Last weekend as to obtaining klan assistance 

to handle a i designated 
by SHELTON to ‘work’ advised 
PBI surveliling 


* ROWE and] sins standby for instructions | 


from[______lafter he receives more instructions from 
re | 


Informant and[_jare to case residence 
this weekend.* 


This information is contained in a teletype from 
Birmingham to the Bureau, dated 12/14/43. It is set out 


on Page 2 of the teletype. The agent who prepared the communi~. 
cation was SA 
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Birmingham file 157~ 352, Volume 56, Serial 4277, 
- Page F of Cover Page, concerning the bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church, discloses the following pertinent 
information: 


*In order to show that there has been in the 
past some planning and control by the officials of the 
Klan over the action taken by the members, this individual 
can testify to the statements made at a regular closed 
meeting of Eastview Klavern #13 of the Alabama Knights, 
Knights of the Ku Kly 

resided over by 
and was held on May The purpose of 
is meeting was to discuss the arrival of a Core group 

an@ Klan intervention on May 14, 1961. [[_|directed that 
all Klansmen were to stay away from the Greyhound Bus Terminal 
unless specifically instructed to participate in Klan inter- 
vention. He related that ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard 
of the Alabama Knights, had spoken to 

Police Department, and determined the arrival 
time of the Core group as 11:00 A.M., May 14. Sixty klansmen 
were to participate in the meeting. Thirty of the sixty 
‘were to be stationed in the vicinity of the bus depot. 
The other 30 were to be stationed in a hotel room nearby. 
There were several statements made at the meeting to indicate 
that certain of the police officials were sympathetic to 
their intervention, and it was pointed out that it would 
take several minutes to arrive at the scene if any disturbance 
occurred. The klansmen who were to participate were instructed 
not to carry pistols unless they had permits to do so, 
but should bring some type of club. This individual was 
at the Trailways Bus Station when a bus arrived in Birmingham 
on May 14, 1961. He was aware of the identity of several 
of the individuals participating in the beating of some 
Negroes shortly after the arrival of the bus." 


This. information is contained on Page F of the 
Cover Pages of a summary report compiled by SA 
on 2/7/64. This report was disseminated to the 


Bureau. 
oe irmingham, ae _ BH 62~2654A 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 65, Serial 4943, 
Cover Page YY, Paragraphs 1, 2 and 4, concerning the bombing 
of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses the following 
pertinent.information. disclosed by informant GARY THOMAS 


ROWE: | | ; | 
paaaet seree ree | a ae 3 eS : 
to be on standby to handle a situation f 3 a 


for the Tnuscalcosa Klavern. He explained 


becoming too involved in the Tuscaloosa 
situation, SHELTON was quoted as saying 
he would like something to happen to this 
Negro and it did not matter whether the 
Regro was shot or his car blown up.” 


"Prior to conciuding the meeting, all 
klansmen were alerted to the fact that 
they might be needefi in Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama, on June 13 and 14, 19764, and should 
be prepared te go if contacted.” 
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very questionable, as no agents stayéd 
at the Stafford Hotel in Tuscaloosa, nor 
were Chevrolets or Dodge automobiles 
utilized by agents while in Tuscaloosa. 
It should also be noted that the planned 
attack on reportedly 


and 
resident of never 


occurred and informant was never recon- 
tacted concerning this matter. As soon 
as information was received from informant, 


discrete inquiry was made in an effort 
to identify and it 
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Birmingham file 157~352, Volume 65, Serial 4943, 
Cover Page TT, Paragraphs 5 and 6, concerning the bombing 
of the 16th Street Eaptist Church, discloses the following 
pertinent information-which was furnished BY informant GARY 
SHOMAS ROWEs 


"pefore the group disbanded on the evening of 
7/7/64, all klansmen were told to return to 
Bessemer on the following day and to bring. 
everything they had, meaning carbines and 
other weapons, as it was not now believed that» 
the Alabama Highway Patrol would be ‘shaking 
down’ the vehicles as they entered Bessemer.” 


"On the following evening, patrolling 
activity in the Bessemer area continued for 
a short time bunt was discontinued when it 
was learned there was no Negro activity.” 
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Birmingham file 105-655, Volume 4, concerning 
Ressemer Klavern, United Klans of America, Ine., Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, discloses in Serial 425, 426 and 434, 


GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. furnished the following 
information.on Sestember 28, 1964: 


On September 27, 1964, meeting was held at the 


cnc 


during which a plan 


was formulated to dynamite and otherwise assault with 
hand grenades and automatic weaoons the “Flame Club” on 
This information was 


Saturday night, Octoher 3 


ser ont in a report by 5A 


1994 and forwarded to Boreau bj 


1954. 


on October 2, 
airtel on the same date. 


is 


contents are not 


io ba distributed oufside your agency. 
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ae temenghen file 157-352, Yolume 67, Serials 5101 
®% 6208. concerning the bombing | of the Siateenth gtrSe 
eis © hurch, discloses on Serial $153, which is an airtel 
to the nirector, dated wd podgesad 29, 1964, regarding the 
gubtect, "PLANNED BOMBING OF THE FLAME CLUB, FAILRFIBLD, 


LABAMA, BOMBING MATTERS’, and “Serial 5257, which is a letter- 


head memorandum, euae the informant provided informaticn 
on September 28, 1954, that an aborted attempt was made 
on September 24, 1964, to dynamite and assault the Plame 


Club in Fairfield, Alabama, by members cf the Eastview Klavern 


Number 13 and Bessemer Klayvern Gue to several Fairfield 
Police Department vehicles in the vicinity of the club. 
However, plans were made on September 27, 1564, to again 
attempt the dynamiting and assault on October 3, 1964. 


The letterhead memorandums reveals thet this infor- 


mation was disseminated to 
Sairfield Police Bepar ate 
County Sheriff's Office, and yaa 
Birmingham, 

Neither the airtel ner letterhead memorandum indi- 
cate who ceceived the information, the date of dissemination, 
the manner of Glesemination.or whe prepared the airtel. 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 72, Serial 5499, 
Page 2, Paragraph 3, concerning the hombing of the 1l€th 
Street Baptist Church, discloses the follewing pertinent 
information obtained by informant ROWE: 


Informant advised that the only thing worthwhile 
that was Giscussed during this meeting was the recent rape 


of a young girl while she was parked with her boy friend 


in the Spauiding mines area of Jefferson County, Alabama. ee 


This rape, which was allegedly perpetrated by two Neqro 


males, received widespread press coverage in the Birmingham 
area. discussed the plan. 
whereby the klavern members would make a wholehearted . 


attempt td put a stop to these “lover's lane attacks" in 
the Birmingham area. The plan was not worked out in de- 
tail but is essentially designed where two klansmen, one 


a@ressed as a_woman and wearing a wig, which is to he 
supplied by[___] to park in a secluded 
area in the Spaulding mines section while two other 
klansmen are hidden on the floor in the back seat of the 
automobile. If and when a Negro or Negroes attempt to 
molest the couple parked in the car, they will be 


immediately kille@ and left as an example. 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 64, concerning 
the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses 
in Serial 4865, pages three and four, the following peperucne 
informations 


On duly 4, 1964, GARY THOMAS ROWE stated that 

"SHELTON told the group, ‘the time for playing is over, 
_if it takes burnings, bombings, shootings'. The problem 
of combating Negroes enforcing their rights in restaurants 
and movie theatres under the new Civil Rights Act was 
mentioned, and SHELTON suggested obtaining yellow, blue 

or white stink bombs. He made the comment, ‘the blue 

ones were very effective in downtown Birmingham’. SHELTON 
said. he planned to wait and see what MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had on his feeble mind be ore deciding what action he. might 
take against any integration attempts." 


» 


The above information was eeceives by SA 


and contained in report dated July 7, Ke 
1964 which was forwarded to the Burean by airtel dulv 11, . ure 
b7D 
~ 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 69, Serial 5212, 
Pages 2, 3, and 4, concerning the bombing of the léth 
Street Baptist Church, discleses the following pertinent 
information which was furnished by GARY THOMAS ROWE: 


Informant advised that following a klan rally on 
the evening of September 25, 1964, at Warrior, Alabama, 
several members left the meeting at. about 11:00 PM and 
traveled to the Bessemer klavern hall to discuss plans for 
handling an alleged "race mixing” situation being carried 
on at a Negro night club called the "Plame Club" in Pair~- 
field, Alabama. . 


i 


After about 30 or 35 members had assembled at the 
Bessemer klavern hall, 
TOMMY ROWE and went to the Flame 
C where they were admitted. 


inside the ciub they noted the following situation: 
There were approximately 250 Negroes and 75 white people 
present. Members of the different races were seen sitting 
ang dancing together and several open displays of affection 
were observed being carried on by members of the different 
races, 


After about an hour and a half, the trio left the | 
Plame Club and started back to the Bessemer klavern hall. vo 


They stopped at _a phone booth on the Bessemer S High 

whore made a eall to [ee eed 
and asked him to meet him at a Shel 

service station in Bessem Ww i 

Shell station, 

was waiting for then. 


that they had just observe 


explained the situation 
who then asked 


wnat they inte to do to remedy the situation. 
told they would need some dynamite, machine 
. guns and hand grenades. returned in abont 25 — 
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: : : , bé 
minutes and gave eight (8) sticks of dynamite, p7c 
a Thompson .45 caliber sub-machine gun and five or six 
fragmentation-type hand grenades. 


The trio then returned to the Bessemer klavern hall 
where they-were joined by about 35 other klansmen and then 
chey all returned to the Flame Club. When they arrived at 
the Plame Club, they all parked their cars by a park about 


two blocks from the club. One car, TOMM ¥ : 
found 
park in front of the Flame Cinb. They 


radioed this information on their walkie-talkie radios back 
to the klansmen who were waitind and advised them that. any 
action at that time would be impossible because of the > 
»resence of police officers. 


had previously formulated a plan where- 
by dynamite was to he exploded at the back of the club, 
while the front and side exits were to be covered with auto- 


matic weapons fire. When the plan was abandoned, a meetin 
poe aed was Dlanned at the home of 


for the following afternoon. 


On the afternoon_of September 27, 1964, a meeting 
was held at the home of Guring which plans 
were made to carry out the original bombing plan on the 


night of October 13, 1964. Present at this i ere 


On October 1, 1964, informant advised that the 
matter of race mixing at the Flame Club had been discussed 
with ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, United Klans of 
America, Inc., Knight of the Klu Klux Klan, who advised 
it would be politically inapproriate for any violence to 
occur in the Birmingham area at this time and that every 
effort should be made by the klan to handle the situation 
through the local authorities. Informant stated that in 
view of SHELTON’s opinion, decided to cancel 
any direct action previously planned against the Flame Club. 


| HA | 
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On October 2, 1964, in£ 
klan representative had called 


and complained to_him-about the existing conditions at 
the Flame Club. [si |tota the klansman that the "boys” 
must be very careful about the situation, because the 
“Peds” were completely aware of their plans. [__jad-— 
vised also that the sheriff's office could not go in and 
tell the owner of a club. to clean up his club and. keep 
white people out, because he could then turn right around 
and file a civil rights complaint against the sheriff's 
' office.[____si|s stated that the sheriff's office would 
probably have a car in the vicinity of the Plame Club that 
night to take the tag numbers from the cars of any white 
‘people who showed up at the club. [L__|suqqested that | 
the klan might do the same thing, but emphasized that 
under no circunstances should thev resort to violence in 
view of the "Feds* knowledge of their prorvosed plan. 
further advised that there would be nothing wrong, 
should the klan happen to find a white person leaving the 
club, with following him for a few blocks and then stop-. 
ping him where they could "beat hell out of him”. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Date of heoea: 7/29/78 : 


A review of all volumes of Birmingham file 
which relates to GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., reflects the following 
information pertaining to any instructions given to ROWE 
particularly as to his conduct or degree of involvement 
regarding participation in or instigation of acts of violence: 


(2) Birmingham file Volime 2 (a 
memorandum, dated October 19, 1561 prepared by SAC THOMAS 
J, JENKINS) reflected that ROWE contacted SAC JENKINS 
on October 16, 1951 telephonically and advised that he 
had received word that 

wanted to see him and that it was important. 


On Cctober 17, 1961, ROWE called SAC JENKINS : 
and stated he had met with as planned and had ise 
informed him that somebody in had put b7C 
out the word that ROWE was a regular Agent of the House b7D 
Un-American Activities and had been for_a number of years 
and had been sent by tham to Alabama. [ __|refused to 
furnish ROWE with the identity of his source but suggested 
that he had better start hanging around a new crowd. 


On Gctober 17, 1951, SAC JENKINS advised ROWE 
as follows with respect to the allegation that the informant 
is an agent of the House Un-American Activities Committee: 
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(3) Birmingham file[ sds Volume 2 (an 
infor x letter, dated April 8, 1964 prepared 
by S (JBB), page one, Item C, Current 
Membership in Subsersive Organizations) reflects the following 
comment: 


ROWE was elected to the position of Assistant 
Province Investigator at a Province meeting on January 19, 
i964. He isa member of the Klavern Security Guard. 
He has recently been assigned as the squad leader of "Squad 
Number One”, which squad is the "Action Squad", and he 
was placed in this snesition at instructions of Imperial 
Wizard, ROBERT M. SHELTON. He has also recently been 
named Captain of all Klavern Squads. 
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bé 
b7C 
b7D 
Birmingham file| __———__—| volume 2, (a letter b2 
from Director, FBI to SAC, Birmingham, dated May 4, 1364) b?D 
contained instructions concerning the handling of informants 
which are as follows: 
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Birmingham file of which former PBI informant b2 
GARY THOMAS ROWE is the subject, was reviewed in its entirety ep 


for indicia of irregularities in ROWE's activities or the 
Bureau's handling of ROWE. 


The file discloses no indication that ROWE was = ~- 
instructed to sleep with klansmen's wives, precipitate 


f 
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| violence or in any manner act as a provocateur. . 


ROWE, as the file reveals, was then motivated by 
patriotic reasons. 
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Birmingham file 105-722, Volume 41, Serial 3000, 
concerning the United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, Racial Matters, discloses the following pertinent 
information: : 


fereing to the FBI investigation entitled, "Bombing Devices. 
Pound at Birmingham, Alabama, March 21 ~ 22, 1965, and April l, 
1965" under the investigative caption of “Bombing Matters.") 
[explained to SAL____|that the FBI already had the 
Man who placed the boxes of dynamite and_mentioned TOMMY ROWE's 
name. further stated to SAL__—that ROWE tried 
to get him to go on a trip to Selma, Alabama on the night of 
the fatal killing, but stated that he [Ls ddd not go. 
He, [tated chat he hed baew ES Salmaron the pcertous 
Sunday with ROWE, and that co was the only one who took a gun 
on this particular travel. stated ROWE had asked 
them why they were not er @ir guns. Finally,~L (| 
stated he told him (Rows) ne[ sd was only going as an 
observer. 


so. 


; inhesaies on, 7 26 73 at, Birming hams. Alabama = File.# BH 62~-2654 


Dyce eS Dateidiciated! <a e 
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Date of transcription 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 56, Serial 4277, 
Page I of Cover Pages, concerning the bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church, discloses the following pertinent 
information: 


"This person (ROWE) went a a 
junkyard on Vanderbilt Road in the fall of 1962 where 
purchased 25 dummy handgrenades at 25 cents each. There 
was some discussion at this time that these practice grenades 
could be filled with an explosive, but he did not recall 


etc any other Klansman had ever used such grenades." 


woes ees = Bh iis - ingornation is contained on Page _I of the ail 


Cover Pages of a summary report compaded oy SA 


on 2/7/64. 
t 
. 

é 7/27/78 Birmingham, Ala. BH 62-2654A _ 
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by te dictated ; 
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Date.of transcription fi fi 2 , f/ 7 8 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 74, Serials 5712 
throcgh 5743, concerning the bombing of the léth Street 
Baptist Church, disclosed the followhg pertinent informa- 
tion: 


Serial 5728 is a Memorandum from the Special Agent. 
in Charge at Birmingham to the Director of the FBI, dated 
May 11, 1965. It is regarding information provided on 
May 7, 1965, by_a former informant who informed the Birmi 
ham office that 


stated he had 
attended the klan cavalcade in eee before the 


RS a te 
| —tC—“t‘tsCdL SOUYCE hac dinner with| ss fat the 
eae ae ee ee ee 


Selima-Montgomery march got underway. said that GARY 
THOMAS ROWE, JR. was in the car with three other men 
directly behind him in the parade. When the cavalcade 
ended, ROWE got out of the car and waved a pistol in the air 
and said, “We are going to Selma and get those g-- d~--- 
.Negroes". The three men tried to quiet him down and told 
him to put his pistol away. ROBERT SHELTON came up at about. 

this time and told them to disperse and said that anything 
they did from now on they would be doing strictly on their 
own. 


~ 


Recosaiis to the former sore} 
aE Coe same story; tha a out 


THOMAS ROWE waving the pistol. Furthermore, 


id recently that TOMMY ROWE had borrowed his 
revolver. He did not further explain this state- 
ment. , 


biteeviewed on 7 26 P pope i +t 1 RIAA File # 


He” 
a commer, ea eae ines 7c 
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Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 48, Serial 3806, 
Page &., concerning the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
' Church, discloses the following pertinent information: 
On November 22, 1963, ROWE furnished sat a soe 
[sd with the following information: a 


"Informant. stated that 


He said he does not care about himself, 

ut if there is any indication that not further > 
identified except as et 
[__|who was acquainted wi ROWE) Or anyone else attempts — 
to parn[ dhe will not hesitate to kill such 
a person. He was advised this was possibly 


a_mean 
getting him to "show his hand' by attacking [but 
that he, as well as the Bureau, should be alert at all 


times in case[___—sdJmakes any effort to carry out his | 


threat®. 
- f 
: 7/27/78 Birmingham, Ala. ' BH 62-2654A 
Interviewed OM File ; eas = 
sale 1AUT vs 
Dy Date dictated = bic 
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ite 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 63, concerning 
the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses 
in Serial 4750, page two, the following pertinent information: 


er that at a meeting on 
May 21, 1964, he was aoproached for $50 by TOMMY ROWE. 


This money was to be used for the purchase of a high-powered 
rifle, a machine gun, sniper-scope and infa-red field glasses, 
These items were to be purchased from an unknown source 
b he squad which consisted_of 
TOMMY ROWE and 


“> 
Dote of transcription 7/28/73 


ne ee on 7 Fd 2 7 / 78 ot B i rminghan, Alabana File # BH §2~2654-A4 , 


bye i Dote dicioted 1/28/78 bs 
ee ae bic 


u 


and it¢ contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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IDENTITIES OF FBI PERSONNEL AND 
OTHER MEMBERS OF LAW ENFORCE- 
MENT WHO HAVE HAD CONTACT WITH 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. | 


~ 


~{557— 
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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ 


Date of transcription 8/4/78 


A review of FBIHQO file 44-28601 captioned . 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON: 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0O - VICTIM; CIVIL 


RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS," identified the following FBI 
Agents as having contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE after 
January, 1963: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


7“ 


en 


- Interviewed on 1 f30f/78-8/2/73 at © 


Section 1, Serial 28 age -~ SA 
on March 26, 
1965 at Selma, Alabama - drove ROWE around Selma, 


Alabama, over the route taken by he and subjects 
zaroy,[— | on March 25, 1965, prior to 
the shooting of MRS. LIUZZO. 


, £965, at Birmingham, Alabama, obtained a 
14-page statement by ROWE regarding events surrounding 
the killing of MRS. LIUZzO. 


Section 2, Serial 35 - cover page B - SA 

on March 25 - 26, 1978, at Birmingham, 
Alabama, was called by ROWE who stated he had 
information to furnish regarding a shooting near 
Seima, Alabama. 


Cover page E ~ ROWE surrendered his .38 S & W to 
sat Jon March 26, 1965. 


Z 


Section Serial 36, rage 4 - SAs 


on March 26, 1965, at Birmingham, Alabama, interviewed 
ROWE regarding the killing of MRS. LIUZzZO. 


File #_62~-118923 


Date dictated __o £3 (20 : 
Pel 
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5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


9) 


10) 


11) 


12) 


Bufile 62-118023 


Section 2 


Birmingham, Alabama, transported ROWE to the 
areas visited by the subjects on March 25, 1965. 


Section 2, Serial 36, page ll - SAs 


March 26, 1965, at Birmingham, Alabama, arrested 
ROWE. . 


Section 2, Serial 36, page 65 - a 
on March 26, 1965, at Birmingham, 
Alabama - arraigned ROWE. 


Section 4, Serial 126 -—[__ 


date and place not set forth; - Arrangements made 
for support of RowE[|auring and after 


trial. 


Section 4, Serial 126 - SAs 

April 1, 1965, at Birmingham, Alabama, drove ROWE. 
to Pensacola, Florida, for safety prior to his 
poderat Grand Jury appearance. 


Section 5 ~- Serial 166 - sal —isdY on 
April 7, 1965, accompanied ROWE from Birmingham to 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Section 5, Serial 177 - sal ——s—sidcn 
April 7, 1965, travelled to Miami with ROWE. 


Section 5 ~ Serial 184 - | 
April 7, 1965, was present wit ©) at an midentified 


"relocation area." 


Bee og ae 


Bufile 62-118023 
ae 


13) Section 5, Serial 216 ~ sal was 
present on April 14, 1965, at Atlanta, during 
ROWE'S conference with Departmental Attorneys 
TURNER AND BARRETT. , 


14) Section 5, Serial 220 - jy ar 
ROWE from Montgomery to Miami on April 22, 1965. 


15) Section 6, Serial 254 - saAL____] travelled from 
Miami to Mobile with ROWE on May 2, 1965, fora 
preliminary hearing. : 


16} Section 7, Serial 295, is a prosecutive summary 
‘containing a summary of all information provided to 
date. The above contacts are repeated. 


17) Section 


18) Section 8, Serial 329 ~ sa[___|continuea in the 
company of ROWE at San Francisco on May 12, 1965. 


x 


19) Section 8, Serial 340 - SA and ROWE 


20) 


21) Section 8, Serial 360 ~ sal___Jand Rowe to 
travel from San Francisco to Atlanta May 25, 196 
to meet. with[ SA 
advised ROWE May 24, 1978, of the necessity for the 
meeting. 


IF F- 


oe} 


—Bufile 62-118023 


4 
22. Section 9, Serial 364 - SA and ROWE 7 
advised May 21, 1965 bic 
b7D 
23) Section 9, Serial 373 (from 94-61157-2) INSPECTOR Be 
on May 26, 1965, discussed with Pee 


ROWE information regarding commercial publication of 
ROWE'S activities. Location of discussion not 
identified. 


24) Section 9, Serial 384 - sal_—Jaccompanied ROWE 
from San Francisco to Atlanta on May 25, 1965. 


25) Section 9, Serial 413 - sal sd contacted 
ROWE on June 30, 1965, at San Francisco regarding 
ROWE'S ownership of a Birmingham restaurant. 


26) Section 10, Serial 453 - SA discussed with 
ROWE at San Francisco, an offer by to — 


do ROWE'S life story. 


27) Section 10, Serial 458 - 2 es | present at. 
San Francisco on September 10, , during 
ROWE'S conversation with 


28) Section 10, Serial 498 - During October 18, 1965, 
travel of ROWE from San Francisco to Atlanta to 
Montgomery, Alabama, he was met at the Atlanta 
| . Airport by SA and at Birmingham, by 
SA 


29) Section 10, Serial 501 ~ ROWE met by INSPECTOR 
ON October 18, 1965, on arrival at 
Montgomery, Albama. , 


30) 


Bufile 62-118023 
5 


31) Section 10, Serial 5 ~_ SA SA bé 
SA are BIC 
identified as persons previously handling 
informant who, as of November 17, 1965, are no 
longer in the Bureau's service. Dates of contact 
are not indicated. 


32) Section 11, Serial 561 - SA 


and SAC CURTIS LYNUM met with ROWE on | oe 
- November 15, 1965, at San Francisco regarding[ | Te 
| | b7D 
33) Section 11, Serial 583 - INSPECTO ve 
sa[___] SAC LYNUM and § met BIC 
November 20 ~- 23, 1965, with ROWE at San Francisco 
concerning his refusal to testify. . 
34) Section 11, Serial 587 - ROWE and INSPECTOR 
travelled November 24, 1965 
to to enable ROWE to meet with 

35) Section 12, Serial 593 - Lo ee 
sal and ROWE arrived Montgomery, Alabama, 
November 28, 1965, prior to trial. 

36) Section 12, Serial 657 - SA discussed ROWE'S 
possible appearance before the House Unamerican Affairs 
Committee with ROWE on unknown date at San Francisco. 

37) Section 13, Serial 690 - SAC LyNuM and sal i 


ca I 
bic 


b7D 
38) Section 13, Serial 696 - Restatement of serial 690. 
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b2 
be 
bIC 
b7D 
San Francisco records reflect the following whereabouts 
for the above referenced Agents: 
b6 
address: b7C 
number: 


SA 
Current address: j 
. ~ SAC 
Current address: 


er F 


ASAC HAROLD E. WELBORN - Left San Francisco Division, 
June 12, 1966, reassigned to FBI Headquarters. 


3 | . eT ae b2 
liiteiviewWedsontec. seen! oe wep eee ee Pile Ob- 44 4] b7D 


It is the property of the FBI and. is loaned to 
Fai/Dos 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription July’ 28, 1978 | 


On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters p2 
file[_————s regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was a bID 
conducted. 


A review of file[___ indicates the 
following Special Agents had contact with Rowe after 
January, 1963. , 


was Rowe’s contact Agent in b6 
Birmingham, Alabama, from June, 1961 until December, 1963. bIC 


_ Special agentL_—— Sd 


- ee | the contact Agent 
for Rowe from December, 1963 until September, 1964. 
Special Agent 


was Rowe's contact Agent 
beginning in September, 1964. [___—Jremained Rowe's 
contacting Agent during the trials in connection with 
the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. Special Agent 
is now assigned to the Philadelphia Division of the FBI, 


were 
Rowe's contact Agents in the San Francisco Division 


‘beginning in May, 1955 until 1966 when Rowe relocated 
in San Diego. Special 
and ea Agent 


On October 24, 1967, Rowe was dabeevbewed by 
Special Agent in connection with a crime 
on a government reservation-assault investigation of 
which Rowe was the subject. Special Agent |___ lis 
presently assigned to the El Paso Division of the FBI. 


Anvestigation on July 28, 1978 at > Washington oD Con File # 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of tne FBI and is toaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription TZ 28/ 78. . 


Review of Birmingham File[ | of which : b7D 
former Birmingham informant GARY THOMAS ROWE is the subject, 
discloses the following pertinent information: 


CASE - AGENTS* LAST KNOWN © 
AGENTS DATES ADDRESS 


6/20/61 | — a 
j = 1/18/64 
5. 9/30/64 | 


4, E-- - — 4 9/30/64 -  -~=FBI, Philadelphia,Pennsylvania 
: 2/28/66 Pas its 


ther FBI employees (Agents unless otherwise 
; indicated) who contacted ROWE are as follows: 


. 


itive en 1 2A= 28/78 ot Birmingham, Alabama _ fie BH 62-2654 


by : _ S ijd Date dictated, 7 28 /78 : ; 


This deeuieear contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it “ang its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
-/6 fp 


2 


- BH 62-2654 © 
LAST KNOWN | a SERIAL PURPOSE OF 
IDENTITY ADDRESS DATE — No. CONTACT ag 
a DIC 
8/20/63 260 Routine Contact 
_by alternate case 
a ae agent. 
8/22 & 261 Routine 
9/20/63 
FBI | b2 
New York, New York 4/1/65 389 b6 
b7C 
BID 


FBI 
Houston, Texas ~ 5/6/65 428 


3/26/65 381 


ae | 


3 
BH 62-2654 


LAST KNOWN 
IDENTITY ADDRESS 


FBI 
New York, New Yor 


EBL 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 


| 


Inspector) 


Unknown | 


DATE 


eee, 


3/26/65. 


3/26/65 


3/26/65 


3/26/65 


SERIAL 


NO... 


381 


3€1 


381 


380 


PURPOSE OF 
CONTACT 
b2 
be 


b7c 
b7D 


4 a 
‘BH 62-2654 
b2 
bé 
LAST KNOWN . SERIAL PURPOSE OF DIC 
IDENTITY ADDRESS DATE NO. CONTACT b7D 
Unknown 5/26/65 453. 
(Inspector) 
(Chief Clerk) 
Unknown . 5/26/65 453 
Stenographer) ae 
PBI 10/21/65 500 
Boston, 
Massachusetts 


16% 


5 Z 
BH 62-2654 


LAST KNOWN 


IDENTITY _ADDRESS 


Unknown 


FBI : 
- New York, New York 


[7] 


sv b2 
SERIAL PURPOSE OF bé 

DATE -.. NO. CONTACT sb 
Tess ee eae b7D 


4/24fe1 


i a 


a 
= 
= 


12/21/64 
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‘Date of transcription 


‘Siraiashas file 44-1236 contained in 15 volumes 
with 901 serials concerning the killing of civil rights 
worker VIOLA G. LIUZZO by Klansmen between Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama on March 25, 1965 discloses the following perenne 
information: 


Tha below listed FBI Agents are shown to have. 
had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., on the RESPect ave 
dates, location and for the designated purposes 


a) sal sd currently of the Philadelphia 
PBI Office, met ROWE in Birmingham, Alabama, 
at 12230 a.m. on March 26, 1955 x jefing 
on the killing of L103220 and SA 


{2) Inspector[_ sd att Birmingham, 
Alabama, on March 26, 19655, for interview of 
ROWE and at Tampa, Florida on November 26, 1965 


43) :) ee at Birmingham, 
Alabama, on Marc 5 5 or interview of . 
i 


(4) sal sid att Birmingham, Alabama, 
on March 25, 1965 for interview of ROWE and 


: iniarwiewad on 7/ 24 = 27 / 78 ot irming aM » Al abama File # BH 62-2654-A 


eas ke eaeaiwia 1/27/78 


This Socument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSI ‘His the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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be , 
bic 
. b7D 


bé 
bic 


ro 
Py 


Ira 


BH 62~2654-A 


b2 
bé 
b7c 
b7D 


at Miami, Plorida, 
fie s . : £ * rT 


(7} SA — ROWE's contact bg bé 
Agent at San francisco, California, starting ne 
in mid May, 1965 and had numerous contacts with 
ROWE. 


(8). SAC (First Name Not Shown) LYNOM at San 


Francisco, California on No b 
b2 
bID 


1707) 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Date of ieanacripnen 7/228 / 78 


Birmingham file 174-6, Volume 18, Serial 1700, | bé 
concerning bombing devices found at Birmingham, Alabama, b7C 
March 21, 22, and April 1, 1965, a report by sa[__] 

dated April 23, 1965, revealed that: 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, telephonically contacted SA 
on April 18, 1965, and furnished descriptive ata 
regarding an individual named 


n, AS : 
interviewed on # Lad A « TE 0 File = rd ~ a 
. - Fh 7 ae ? : Bt ae 2654 
3 os : . 4 


by : Date dictoied 9 49.9 fF g————______ 
me ge 2 


This document.contains neither recommendations nor. conclusions ‘of the FSI. it is the property of the F8i and is loanad to your ‘agency: 


Y 
IW) 


a and its conients ara not to be distributed outside your agency. me 


| 3FH-302,(Rav. 11-27-70) r ) a @ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Date of transcription 7/28/78 


The following inromidtion was iscaved as a eeete of 


. reviewing FBI Jackson “Office file 157-1273, Serial 29: 


Said serial is an airtel.to the Director, FBI, 
(157-1025) from SAC, Birmingham (157- 352), dated March 5, 


°1965, eoperoged: “BAPBOMB ." 


This serial reports contact ite a 
Office sources includingL______—idjon February 5, 
concerning certain individuals. Results of above contact: 
with was negative. . 


Page 3, Paragraph 3 of above serial reflects that 


- gources were andes instructions to be alert for additional 


-FITeé: 
reviewe 
ARK wted on 


This document contains neither recommendations nor cane urine FBI. Itis the rede of the FBI and is loaned to ° 


your agency; 


information. There is no indication by whom the instructions 
were issued, when they were issued or how they were recorded. 


The identity of the Sent who prepared above communi 


cation is by initial only: Tae 


4 


d. 


2/27/78 or Jackson, Mississippi _ re lee Jackson 66-691 


by i rac Dote Per eee 


}72- exci g3unt 


it and its contents are not to be dist Elbubed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF ; INVESTIGATION 


BS : é , | - ‘ Date of ronsrition— Vy 31) 73 


A review of the pertinent files and aotubehee. an * >: 

' the Jacksonville Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
pertaining to GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. and related matters reflects 
that the only agent, past or present , having any contact with 
LOWE January, 1963 was former Special Agent b2 

who currently resides at eS 

This contact was limited to one occasion Poe 

on Apri » 1965 at the Pensaco 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


“interviewed on_ 2/28/78 | ____ion_Jacksonville, Florida file #__62-1608 __ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogency: 
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Date of transcription _Suly 26, 1978. 


A review of the files in the San Diego Division 5 
identified the following instances wherein agents assigned mt 
to the San Diego Division had contact with GARY TOMES ROWE 
after January, 1963: — 


ust 18, 1966, ROWE reported to Special Agent (SA) . 
currently assigned to the El Paso Division, ? a 
that ROWE's apartment had been burglarized, According to ROWE, 
nothing was missing. No further action was taken in this. © 
‘matter, : 


ey 


i 

| 

| | | 

On October 24, 1967, ROWE under the name of 

THOMAS NEIL MOORE was interviewed at San Diego by SA i 

At that time, MOORE was a Deputy U.S. | 

$e 3 i hat he had assaulted “3 | 

ROWE was 4 

interviewed concerning the allegations of the assault. : | 

On December 7, 1970, at San Diego, California, 

ROWE was interviewed by former Special Agent in Charge (SAC) i 

CLARK BROWN who is presently retired and living in the 

area, ROWE appeared at the San Diego Office and 1 

was complaining about his treatment by the Department of Justice | 
‘and the U.S, Marshal's Office. ROWE was unemployed at that. 

time. . Se es 


On February 21, 1975, ROWE was again interviewed 
at San Diego, California, by former SAC CLARK BROWN. . At . 
this time ROWE appeared at the office and furnished information . i 
concerning his manuscript for the book which he had written. 


: b2 
On December 25, 1975, ROWE, along with[_ sd 


appeared at the San Diego Office at which | ad eS 

time he was interviewed by SAC ARTHUR G. BARGER, currently «© ~—  b/P 
asSigned to the Portland Division and former SAC RONALD L. MALEY, 

who is retired and living i At that time ROWE 

expressed concern that 


As a result of a teletype sent to 


eaaquarters 
an eir reply, ROWE was recontacted telephonically by 


7/24/78 ___,, San Diego, California SD 62-2366 


. investigation an ~ File # 


Re 


py DA [kek Srtnigras el OUR ol ae b6 


This document contaims neitner recommendatians nor conclusions of the FB. it is the property of the FBt and is ioaned ta your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 2 
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SD 62-2366 
Pig 


former SAC RONALD L, MALEY on December 17, 1978, 


On October 18, 1976, ROWE as THOMAS NEIL MOORE 


appeared at the San Diego Office and was_interviewed b 7 4 - bIc 
Assistant Office Services Manager (AOS) 
At that time, MOORE was making a complaint wherein he was ~ 


the victim of a Civil Rights case concerning the Chula Vista, 
California, Police Department, 


On November 1, 1976, ROWE was interviewed _in the 


who has since reSigned and is living in the 
Staceror Sone with Sal ho ae 


currently assigned to the Houston Division, The purpose 

of this interview was to take MOORE's statement as a victim 

of a Civil Rights complaint involving a Chula Vista, California, 
Police Department, : 


The files of the San Diego Division failed to reflect 
any other contacts with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


" FO-302 (REV. 3-8-77) me ae 


we ae 4 ar 1s fae , . # 8 
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ae FEDERAL BUREAU or nvesrieaniMt 
‘ : Date of transcription TE2BT TS 
iew of Savannah File| | indicates that - ‘b2 
while SA was at the ROWE residence, .. ty Oe 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. called the home and sal] pie 
asked ROWE to identify any of the_old Klan members ROWE ee ate ee 
ha@ known while in Savannah. a at the ROWE . 
residence in reference to ROWE'sS possible return to 
the Savannah area to attend the funeral of ROWE's father. 
The Upecemeneened memo is dated October 14, 1970. 
. . bo 
investigation on 7/27/78 Savannahs Geosste rm ev [| __] b7D 
ee ee dictated — b7c 


This document contains neither recornmendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 Date of transcription Z f 28 £7 8 : 
Review of Savannah fileL_____——sidindiicates that . BD 
ASAC CLARK BROWN, San Diego, may have had contact with GARY bID 


THOMAS ROWE, JR. with reference to ROWE's possible return to 
Savannah, Ga., area for the purpose of attending the funeral 
of ROWE's father. 


N. 
Investigation one 27/78 at _Savannah, Georgia File ese 
‘ 7/28/78 
by — m bd Date dictated amen / / b6 


oa 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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he 


7/27/78 


Date of transcription 


Records of the Pittsburgh Office of the F I indicate 
that former Special Agent as 
assigned to the Birmingham Office of the FBI during 1963-1964, 
and may have been in contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


bé6 


was contacted telephonically and he 
advised. he. never had.any contact with ROWE He stated he was 
aware of ROWE's informant status and recalls ROWE was handled 
by Special Agent 


+ . aS fi 24 . res 7 fal . : —~ 
“Interviewed on, 7/26/78 at Pittsburgh, PA File #. PG 62 3744 
by. a SA ler Date dictated 7 26 73s 
This document contains neither: recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is.loaned to your agency: 


it and its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency. 
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7/28/78 


ony 


Dote of transcription 


I was at the Jacksonville, Florida Division and 
was assigned to Selma, Alabama on special assignment in 
March, 1965. Approximately one week after the VIOLA LIUZZO 
Slaying, which occurred on March 25, 1965, I and the 
Assistant Senior Resident Agent were assigned to meet. 
with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. and interview him regarding 
his knowledge and artici ation in the slaying of LIUZZO. 


b2 
b7D 
To the best of 
my reco # aked shooting at 
~LIUZZO and claimed he had not shot her. 
Detailed information regarding his statements 
were previously recorded on an FD-302 immediately after 
7/28/78 Glenwood Springs, Colorado, DN 62-3089 
lnteiviewed: on fe OP ee ile Oost ne nt A 
SA rerl ae Pil7e .. BS 


a Date Sicrajedie oe et IC 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ 


July 28, 1978 


* Date of transcription 


On July 28, 1978, a review of FBI Headquarters ee. 


file regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was b7D 


conducted. 


A review of this file indicates Assistant | 
Attorney General John Doar was in contact with Rowe from 
1965 until 1970. 


3 Investigation on —Suly 28, 1978 at as usnetons Dd. Cc. Fite # 
by —— SA - Date dictated __guly 28, te 


This document contains neither jécamnpiendavians nor conctusions of the FBi. tt is the property of the FB! and is toaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
od 
one 


sera, 7 “70 ar To — — S — ( 
7 5 . : a 


rena: BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION @ 
Dote of transcription 8/ 9/ 18 


A review of FBI Headquarters file 157-1025 captioned "Unknown 
Subjects; Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
September 15, 1963'' was conducted by the following FBI Agents: 


. bé 
sf reviewed volumes 1-10, - _ BIC 
SA [reviewed volumes 11 - 20. | 


sf reviewed volumes 21-- 30. 
sl reviewed volumes 31 - 41. 


It could not be deter rmined from a review of this file the identities 
of each and every, past and present FBI Agent having had contact with Rowe 
after January, 1973. 


The following is information gleaned from a review of the file 
indicating contact. by Rowe with persons pee than FBI Agents within ine 
_ law enforcement community: 


Serial 763, page 3, a teletype from Birmingham to the Director dated 


- December 20 1963 reflects Rowe was telephonically contacted b 
on 


December 20, 1963. 


Serial 931, a communication from Brmingham to the Director dated 
March 27, 1964, reflects Rowe was contacted by 


[the ciate oF that contact I nr 
indicated. “3 ' 7 % 


Serial 1023, areportof SA[__—————~—~SCS=sddatted Jumee 11, 1964, 
at Birmingham, Alabama, page O, reflects Rowe was interviewed sometime 
subsequent to a bombing which occurred on September 25, 1963, by | 


interviewed on__7/27 - 8/7/78 __ Washington, D. C._ vie# 62-118023 
ie SAs. 


Date dictated 


8/7/78 


This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency; 


i and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of dameratgale B/ 3/78... =. 


A review of FBIHQ file 44-28601 captioned fs b6 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON;[— sd  b7c 
VIOLA GREGG L1U2Z0 -— VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS - 
Tok K identified the following persons within 
iste law enforcement community as having contact with 
ARY THOMAS.-ROWE after January, 1963: 
1) Section 4, Serial 110 - 
was requeste 
by MATT MURPHY, Attorney for ROWE, to instruct 
ROWE to contact MURPHY. . ; 
2  b2 
) bID 
3) 
4) 
Interviewed on 7/3 0/78-8/2/78 «| WASHINGTON, D.C, ____File ¥62=118023 ——__- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Wis the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ond ils contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


cf Cae 


b 
) 
I 

2 


Bufile 62~118023 
2 x 


ee 


5) : b2 
b7D 


6) Section 5, Serial 217 - Identifies details of 
meeting set forth in serial 216 above. 


7) Section 7, Serial 295 - Prosecutive summary 
restating those contacts noted above. 


8) Section 1l, Serial 571 - Assistant Attorney General 
JOHN DOAR met with ROWE on November 26, 1965, at 
Tampa, Florida, to get acquainted with him. 


$3) 


10) 


On January 17, 1966, ROWE commenced employment — 
with the U. S. Marshal's Service. 
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7/29/78 


Date of transcription 


. A review of Siciadeghar fitre[__| of which former ee 
PBt informant GARY THOMAS ROWE is the subject, reveals that pee. 
ROWE contacted the below LIisted law enforcement officers on- 
the indicated dates. Unless otherwise indicated, all such 
contacts were in the Greater Birmingham area. The purpose — 
cf said contacts is summarized andthe serial in which the | 
information contained is also set forth. 


Serial No. Identity Date Pu Se 


23 8/9/69 ROWE con eacteal — —] 
to register pistol Ie 


purchased with money 
iven him by klansmen. 

[—_Jaskea to see 

ROVE*s klan membership 


ecard and thereafter 
issued permit. 


“td 
ba 


8/12/69 [__]soticits klan 


| s# with a yale vomn 
: Pd” = 


advised POWER that 


to talk to ROWE. 


with a white woman 

allegedly sleeping 

with a black man. — 
4/17/61 [ _]£ernished informant 
with names of different 
interracial organi~. 
gations, their meeting 
sites and names of 
individuals attending . 
SAMO. requested 
ROWE meet him again on 


"interviewed on Z f2A—- BR f 72 at 


: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI it is the property of the FBI ond is loaned te your agency; 


i and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BH 62-2654 
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Serial No. Identity Gate ; Purpose 
(Continued from SN 93, Page 1) , April 20, 1961, to 


receive additional 
information which 

he wanted ROWE to 
arrange to have 
published by the klan, 


L___Jais ROWE oe 
that he, had 
been contacted by the 


FBI and knows that 

the FBI has someone 
working for them in 
Eastview Klavern #13. 
(the Birmingham Klavern 
of which ROWE was a 
menber). 

asked ROWE To help hin 
find out who the FBI 
informant is in said 
klavern. 


[instructed ROWE | 

to warn the klan not to. - 
cause trouble during 

the appearance of an 
outside speaker at the 
Unitarian Church on 

the night of April 17, 
‘1961, because the 
meeting vould be 


covered by law enforce- 
nent officials. er! 
also told ROWE that 


SHELTON had vouched for 
him, ROWE, and that . 
[__}outd furnish 
iniormation to ROWE 
wich he was to pass 

on to the klan. 


Serial No. Identity Date 


G9 


266 9/28 & 
9/29/63 


284 | [jes 12/20/63 


Purpose 


May 17, 1961 L___ledvisea ROWE 
4 that things were 


quieting down at City 
Hall in the afteruath 
of the freedom rider 
incident at the bus 
station on May 14, 1961. 


L ql interviewed ROWE 
or information re- 


garding various recent 
bombings in Birmingham. 


advised ROWE 
that if he ever needed 
a submachine gun, 
urnish 
conmented 


niggers", told 
ROWE to watch the FBI, 
claiming "they are 


tricky and u Ss - 
thing ea@ee8eet 
asked ROWE i e still 


had his pistol permit 
and told him he could 


always get hi other 
permit. asked 
ROWE for a free gallon 


of ice cream for the 
up-coming holidays and 


ROWE a would 
stop 
y the dairy where ROWE 


worked to pick up the | 
ice cream. 


‘BH 62-2654 
4 
Serial No. Identity Date _ 
294 supra 3/26/64 
301 5/19/64 
335 supra 3/30/65 
408 Departmental 
Attorneys 
ST. JOHN BARRET 
and JAMES TURNER 


4/14/65 


Purpose 


bE 
[__|catiea nove Te 
- to seek some infor- 


mation to give the 
FBI to "cool things 
off: 


General conversation 
with casual acquaintance. 


[___advises ROWE 
that state law enforce- 
ments are convinced 
that ROWE is individual 
who furnished FBI 
information re killing» 
of VIOLA LIUZZO and 
that state authorities 
were beginning investi- 
gation into the back- 
ground of ROWE. 

said also that he 


is carrying: 
a pistol and that he 
would consider it a big. 
favor if 


BARRETT advised ROWE 
that he had been in 
touch with 


BH 62-2654 


5 
Serial No. Identity Date ; Purpose . BID 
(continued from page 4, serial 408) 

b2 


5/14/61 ROWE askea[ Jif a be 
pick-up order had been b/c 


placed for the automobib?> 


of a particular klans- 
man, [ __]contactea 
police headquarters 
~ and found this to be - 

negative.[___|then 
told ROWE “don't worry 
about the beating of 

'. the Negroes at the 
corner of 18th and 7th 
Avenue North", that he 
should go directly howe 
and get a good nights 
Sleep for they, 
"klansmen including 
ROWE" had done a good 

Job. 


at home and asked why 


the klan had not con- 

£iscated all the film 

aes ' from photographers at 
the incident at the bus 
depot the previous day. 


BH 62-2654 


6 . 
Serial No, Identity — Date Purpose 
Perea reo — 
(continued from page 5, SF1-59) . Liceg! ashe ROWE to ere 
cok at the front 


page of the Hay 15 
edition of the 
"Pirmninghan Post- . 
ferald"' to see if . 
ROWE could identify 
anyone in the picture 
on the front page. 


[sure 4/24/61. ROWE returned police — 2 
: department documents = bé 


cre “ [Jhad previously b7Cc 
furnished to be b7D 


published by the Klan. 
Lrrplonened several 
ile drawers in his 
cabinet and told 
informant that any 
information contained 
in his files was 
ey, readily available to 
ROWE for the use of 
the klan in general. 
indicated that 
there was definitely — 
@ leak in Eastview 
. Rlavern #13 and efforts 
would be made to locate 
the individual or 
individuais furnishing 


information to the FRI. 
[oe Jeet that after 
the individual was 
identified that this 
person, if not asso- 
= ciated with the Civil 
= Rights Commission or 
not a federal officer, 
- would be prosecuted | 
cs = i an ' and a jury could be 
_ fixed to have the 
: individual sent to 
the penitentiary. On 


| BH 62 -2654 


Serial No. Identity - Pate | 
(contin aed from page 6, SF1-42) 


10/23/63 


10/8/63 


9/28/63 


— 8/20/65 © 


Purpose 
the sane date,[ | bic 
telephonically contacted . 
POWE and asked if ROWE 
could contact several 
menbers of the Eastview 
Klavern #13 to meet hin 
on the evening of April. 


24, and “cover a Negro > 


political meeting held. 
at a local Negro church" 
by writing down license 
numbers of individuals 
who attended the meeting. 


ROWE, during unscheduled 52 


ion with 
is advised = 2) 
tha re congregation 


of the Birmingham 
Baptist Church, which 


-had recently eae 
> an 


C_] telephonically 


contacts ROWE to | 
discuss bombings. 


[interviews Rowe 


regarding his knowledge 
of the bombings and 
requests ROWE to take 

a polygraph examination. 


| a ROWE 
that GEORGE LINCOLN 


ROCKWELL, later of the 
American Nazi Party, 


'..was scheduled to be 


in Birmingham that 
evening. 


BH 62-2654 
8 


Serial No. 


Identity 


a. ae cae , 


. 8/22/63 


3/25/64 


Date Purpose 
tells ROWE = © 
to have the klan ere 
stay away from a 
_ school where inte- 
gration is to occur 
but to have "stable" 
_kilansmen standing by. 
_in case police need 
assistance, 


[| furnished 


intormation regarding 


12/15/63 | 


questionable 
emotional stability. 


[| seeks infor- 
mation from ROWE to . 
"feed" FRI to make 
them think he is on 
their side. 
says he woul 


get ROWE 


4/15/64 telephonically 
‘contacts ROWE in an 
effort to locate two 


-klansmen, 


10/13/64 


has ilicgal hickey: 
~ which the klan could 

use to smuggle in | 

the "Flame Club", 


ge = Fairfield, Alabama, _ 
which has pernitted 
integrated .patronage, 
A raid then would be 

conducted on the club, 


I: 


FD-3024REV. 11-27-70) 
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Intarviewed on 


by 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSt, 


it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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oie ch Geseuaned 7 27 78 


Birmingham file 44-1236 contained in 15 volumes 


with 901 serials concerning the killing of civil richts 
worker VIOLA G. LIUZzZ0O by Klansmen near Selma, Alabama, 


on March 25, 1965, discloses the following pertinent infor- 


mations: 


The. below listed law enforcement related persons 


are shown to have had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
on the respective dates for the respective purposes: 


SA 


7/24 ~- 27/78 


(1) Om March_30, 1955, ROWE was contacted by 


Fo inrorim ; “p 
rs is the ‘FBI's informant on the 


LIU3Z0 killing an@ that the state is going to 
investigate ROWE's background. 


15 minutes on “genera 


al 


Fil 


Date dictated 


ke -V2T/78 


q 
-192- 


____Birmingham, Alabama .,., BH 62+2654-A_ 


dtis the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 


b7D 


Pin: 


er BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = "he 


7/28/78 


: ‘ , . +. Date of transcription 
, 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 49, Serial 4030, 
Page 3, concerning the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church, discloses the following pertinent information: 


ROWE telephonically contacted by (be 
7 at 1:30 A-M. instant. . 
inquired if informant involved in recent bombings | 


in Birmingham in that he learned white male 
was to be arrested in Birminghan. offered to 
furnish informant an alibi if involve eS et 


% 
e 


; This information is contained in a teletype fron 
" Birmingham to’ the Bureau dated 12/20/63. 


7/27/78 Birmingham, Ala. ‘BH 62-2654A 


Interviewed on ot File # 


ae sab ate 
. bro Z 


- Dote dictoled 


7/27/78 


- This document cantains neither. recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.- It is the property of the FB! and is loaned $0 your ogency: 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. : 7 : . 
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- i and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 53, Serial 4201, 
Page D of Cover Page of report, concerning the bombing 
of the 16th Street Baptist Church, discloses he following 
‘pertinent information: 


"On 12/11/63, ROWE_learne 
had a conference with 


claiming a conference wit 
ROBERT SHELTON, during which SHELTON decided the Klan 
should pick up one and beat a confession 
out of him concerning the church bombing. SHELTON 
assigned ROWE and to handle this chore, _ 
and requested to_deliver that message to 
7/27/78 Birmingham, Ala. BH 62-2654A 
Interviewed ee eee # 


Date dictated 


This documen} contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is looned | to your agency; 
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7/28/78 - : 


Pegeeietee on 1/26/ 73 at Birminghan, Ala bama é File # RH §2~—?654-<A 


ge SF 


Dy sa lpi Date dictoted 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 


mand 


FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) Oo} i. 


its Contents ore not to be distribuled oulside your agency. 
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Birmingham file 165-655, Volume 4, concerning 
Bessemer Klayern, United Klans of America, Inc., Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, discloses in Serlal 426 the following 
pertinent information: ; 


The below listed law enforcement related person 
is shown to have had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
on the respective date for the respective purpose: 


On September 26, 1964, 


45 caliber sub-machine gun and five or six hand grenades 
to be used in an assault on the Plame Club, date of contact 
unknown. Contact made at service station in Bessemer, 


‘Alabama. ‘ 


. Date diheg wetter t 28 78 , . 


PA 
Lb 


-196- 
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ti is the property of the FRI ond is loaned io your agency: 
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|r 


7/28/78 


Dote of transcription 


Birmingham file 157~191, Volume 6, concerning 
Desegregation, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
Racial Matters, discloses in Serial 733, page four, the 
Ecllowing pertinent information: 


The below listed law enforcement related persons 
are shown to have had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
on the respective dates for the respective purposes: 


On June 8, 1963, six men, including GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, JR., were arrested by the Alabama Highway Patrol 
— two automobiles just outside of Tuscaloosa on the highway. 

hese incividuals were pate hope concealed weapons. 

arrestine officers for all defendants were shown 7 " b6 
Hearings buC 
for these subjects were set for June 21, 1963 before Judge 
MENRY MAYPIELD, Inferior Court Judge, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


, Interviewed on IL2B 78 ot Birmingham, Alabama ie File BH 62~2654-A:... 


ar 8) bke | Dote dictated V/ 28/78. _ j 


Inis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F8l. ft is the property of the F8l and is loaned to your agency; 


it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your ugency. 


NY 


ow BUREAU OF nNveCaGAnoNGD 


Date of ranszripton 2/28/78 


Birmingham file[ =| volume 2, Serials. ye? 2 
100 to 210 concerning GARY THOMAS ROWE, disclosed the orp 
podpowang pertinent information: 


1. Serial $150 disclosed that on Au ust 20 bas 
OW. tacted by IC 
who advised that GEORGE LINCOLN ROCKWELL, . : 


leader of the American Nazi Party and members of his grou 
were in Birmingham, Alabama, and would meet with 
National State Rights Party. 


2. Serial #185 disclosed that ROWE was contacted. 


who advised. that 


would be able to handle any problems with irmingham 
schools and requested the Klan stay away from Birmingham 
schools. i 
‘ F 
nest 7/27/78 + Birmingham, Ala. File ¢ BH 62-2654 


id 


Bye Dole dictated 
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Date of transcription Tf 28/ 73 


Birmingham File[___—___—| volume 2, Serlais - ap 
106-210, concerning GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., disclosed the » BID 
following pertinent informations . 


1. On October 23, 1963, i et Me 


ROWE he has a certain colored man, whom he 
allows to sell whiskey; and that 

is very active in the Sixteen 

Church, Birmingham, Alabama. 

advised this woman informed him that the congre- 


gation of the ohare Street Baptist Ch 
has become somewhat distrustful of 


h 


much to have this information. 


2. On October 8, 1963, ROY aived ne 
at 8:22 a.m. from - 
ROWE advised i 
discuss with him the recent bombings, and 
arrangements were made for an interview on 
Octeber 9, 1953, when ROWE would have an off 
day from | a employment. On Getober 9, 15563, 
his planned meeting wi 
did not materialize as 
had to go to 
on an important matter. 
Interviewed on 2 /2? 7 / 73 at mi rmi nqham, A I abema File # BH is 2-2654 ; 
ee, ne (Seen ese 72/5) ee 
This document contains neither recommendations: nor conclusions of the FBI. dt is the property of the FBI and is inaded to your agency; 
. it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. NS : 
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fro 


BH 62-2654 


3. 


and a young man referred to as 


contacted him at his place of empl . 
White Dairy Company. ROWE advised and 
) 


this other individual pulled him o job 

to talk to him about the bombings and related 
matters which took approximately 20 to 25 
minutes. ROWE_advised exhibited a photo- 
graph wherein nd R. E. CHAMBLISS 
were in the foreground with some unknown 
individuals in the background. ROWE stated 

he was recontacted on September 29, 1963, 

and the same 


mad met at some unknown place on September 28, - 
1963, to.make_future plans for bombings. 
ROWE advised 


prime suspects in all of the bombings. 


Te 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


7/28/78 


Dote of transcription 


Birmingham file 157-352, Volume 64, concerning 
the bombing of the 15th Street Baptist Church, discloses | 
in Serial 4850, page three, the following pertinent infor-~ 
mation: 


The below listed law enforcement related person 
is shown to have had-contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, SJR. 
on the respective date and for the respective purpose. 


On July 3, 1964, a source stated that TOMMY 


: : bé 
ROWE was talking about what a big part pIc 
played during the last demonstrations in Birmingham concerning bID 
an incident wherein a Negro was shot near Atlantic Mills 
after they told him {the Negro} he conld go. Informant 
Stated 
Actual Gates and location of contacts are not reflected 
in this sertal. 
% 
iceeieiee “I Pear Le o  Sirmingham, Alabama - sie # BH 62-2654~A 
. on bé 
by SA Dec Date dictated 1/28/78 bIC 
This document contains netther recommendations nor conclusions ag the FBI. fT is the property of the FBI ond is louned to your agency; 
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1 : = FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ 


_ Date of transcription 7 28 78 


Birmingham file 105-655, Volume 4, concerning 
the Bessemer Klavern, United Klans of America, Inc., Knights 
of Kuo Klux Klan, discloses on Serial 435 the following 
pertinent information: 


The following law enforcement related person — 
is shown to have had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, dUR.- 
on the data indicated for the respective purpose: 


On October 3, 1964 
. bIC 
and TOMMY ROWE to discuss the race mixing 
problem at the Flame Club, Fairfield, Alabama. 
~ 
rer on T/ 264 / 13 Birmingh TR » AL labama_ File # Ba 62-26 54-A 
by sa — : Date dictated 7/2 
This Shien contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Jt is the property of the Fl ond is loaned to your agency; 
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i Date of transcription 7 28 ‘78 
A review of Birmingham eine | mr vor 2s bé 
| Serials 126-374, determined that the following Law Enforcement feuds 


- Officers had contact with GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., from January, 
' 1963, through April 30, 1965: 


Serial 266, 


| a 28, 1963, concerns information ROWE received 
from hi . 


_ Serial 284, Pages 2 and 3, a 
ee bo 20, 1963, regarding | 
asking - ROWE involved in Tuscaloosa dynamitings and 


so, he would assist him in fixing an alibi, and they talked 
- about actions of FBI. 


| Serial 294, page 9,[ 
i Wareh 36, 1964, called ROWE regarding 


conversation he had with and his desire 
that ROWE talk with 


interviewed on 7/ 28/ 718 at Birminghan, Alabama . File +B §2-2654 


»——sa[ dit aie 2/28/78 
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. Ocoen1 BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS . 


Date of transcription_ 7/3L/78 


a review of Birmingham Pile 157-252~SP22, reflects | 
that GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. was in contact with the following 
persons in the law enforcement community after 19653: 


PERSONS WITHIN 
|THE LAW ENPORCE- 
MENT COMMUNITY 


CONTACTED 


SA 


it and its. contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


CONTAC? 


DATE OF LOCATION OF — 


_ CONTACTS 


Capitol Hill 
Quality Inn, 
Washington, 

Dd. 


Lesa TS: 


Pas 
Ne 


9/12/77 Office of 


Lh 


ase 


_20o4~- ) 


PURPOSE OF 


CONTACTS - 


‘To ebtain information 


from ROWS that might p<¢ 
assist Hye 


in 
solving the 9/15/63 
bombing of the , 
Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
area and other bombings 
during this period 

that occurred in the 
Birmingham, Alabama, - 
area. 


To obtain information 


from ROWS concerning 
his knowledge of 
these responsible 

for the bombing of 
the Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church on 
8/15/63, as well as 
information concerning 
other bombing 
ineidents that 
occurred in the 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
area in 1963. 


. Interviewed on 7/3) /78 : at Birmingham, Alabama... File # BH 62-2654 


. __ Date pee : . 7/31 78 . 
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July 25, 1978 


Date of transcription 


The files of the San Diego Division were reviewed 
concerning any other person within the law enforcement 
community who had contact with ROWE after January of 1963, 
These files reflect the following information: . * ose. i 


On July 14, 1966, NEIL MOORE and~L——“SS—SS—s—sSYCSst*i‘iéi SG 
were in an argument and there was an allegation bT 
MOORE displaying a weapon, This incident was investigated 
by the Chula Vista Police Department who interviewed MOORE, 
‘It was noted at that time that MOORE was employed as a 
Deputy U.S. Marshal, 


On October 19, 1967, information was received 
-that while employed as a Deputy U.S, Marshal, THOMAS NEIL 
MOORE pulled his weapon and pointed it at a California Highway 
Patrol Officer who was in full uniform and driving a marked 
vehicle, : 

The files of the San Diego Division contained no 
further references concerning ROWE and his contacts with the 
law enforcement community other than his employment and 
his problems with his employer while working as a DERues U.S, 


Marshal, 
~ 
7/24/78 San Diego, California SD 62-2366 
UVR STIG ATT ONE OP  E File # 
SA /kek . "7/25/78 
by —. _ - Date dictated —- 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conctusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 


it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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8/1/78 


Date of transcription 


| from 2 
May.6, 1965 to January 14, 1966, GARY THOMAS ROWE had contacts ee 
‘with, or discussions concerning, the following law enforcement 
‘officials: 


1. Beginning on May 28, 1965 and terminating 
October 25, 1965, ROWE was employed as a temporary at 
investigator for 


supervision of former FBI Agent 
2. A statement was made, around August 27,.1965, by 


that at some earlier 
date, ROWE had_indicated him that members or 
affiliates of 
were Klu Klax Klan members, or had 
strong Klan ties. [ desired that_an ch 
information be relayed to either he or 
enabling them to take appropriate precautions. — 
ROWE responded by asserting, to Special Agent 
that himself was a Klan 
member, and that he had heard from another ; 
Kiansman that 


was also a Klansman. - 
-He said further that 
had strong Klan 


ties. i te 
3. 2 
b7D 
Interviewed on a File # _oF Gt 14 YW{b7p 


b6 : , 
by SAP aio 1c ate dictated 
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INVESTIGATION BY THE U. S. SENATE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
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FD-302 (REV: 11-27-70¥ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 7/18/78 : . 
A review of the records of hearings by the U. S. Senate Select 


Committee, Volume 6, determined Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., gave 
testimony before the Committee on 12/2/75. 


At the outset Rowe identified himself as an informant in the Klan 
from-1959 to 1965, stating he surfaced in connection with a murder case. 
He indicated he was in the automobile the evening that Mrs. Viola Luizzo 
was killed by a Klansman. 


Rowe did not comment nor was he asked about the killing of a black 
man in Birmingham during rioting there. He did admit to involvement in 
the beating of participants of the "Birmingham Freedom Ride, " during 
which Rowe was injured. 


Rowe did not comment nor was he asked to comment on the 16th Street be 
Banstist Church bombing or the bombing of the[ = residence. _ bye 
. 4 Rowe made no additional comments nor-was he asked about the 
Viola Luizzo murder. 


+ antervie~ f, 18/78 at _ Washington, D. C. file # 
by SA cwb Date dictated 7/18/18" : be 
: — bic 
This document contains neither recommendations mor conciusions of the FBI It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency: 


it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Rowe indicated there were several incidents of violence that he 
reported on and on two occasions, the Bureau had stopped the action. He 
enumerated one occasion being a plan for the Klan to disrupt integration at | 
the University of Alabama. He advised the Bureau and the Alabama State 
Police stopped the Klan group enroute to the University, arrested them 
and seized their weapons. He indicated a local judge returned their weapons, 
‘displayed approval for their actions and stated the arrests were necessary 
--to insure troops were not sent to Alabama. 


Rowe did not explain what the second incident of FBI information was. . _ 
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7/18/78 


Dote of transcription 


. The followin investigation was conducted by Special Agent | be 
Washington, D. C., 7/18/78. FBIHQ Suvervisor + BIC 
advised the only reference concerning inquiry by the. 
: ig S. Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with 
» Respect to Intelligence Activities involving Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., | 
were as follows: 
| Testimony of Rowe before the Committee on 12/2/75. 
- Interview of former Special Agent | by the 
Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect. 
. to Intelligence Activities Staff Members, 11/#9/ 75. 
Interview. of Snecial i ——$<$— the Senate Select 
- Committee Staff Members, 11/21/75. a 


Interview of former Special Agent{ by the Senate 


Select Committee Staff Members, 11/21/75. 

. advised the Commiitee attempted to contact former Snecial 
Agent but he - 
was unavailable and there was no record of his having been interviewed. 


made available documents reflecting the above interviews and 


testimony. 
ae iniervidwed on__@/18/78_ ws Washin on, D. C. File # 
GA 7 : 
by SA : cwb Date dictated 7/18/78 
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Date of transcription 7 18 78 


A review was conducted of an FBIHQ document consistin of ne & 
a.report of an interview of former Special Agent as BTC 
Senate Select Committee Staff Members. 


was interviewed on 11/21/ 15 concerning his actions 
- regarding Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. He was not questioned epecuieany 
in regard to any of the allegations caren in question. 


He was asked_whether he ceealied Rowe's reputation and value 
to the FBI, to whic responded that Rowe was known to the 
Department of Justice and the FBI as the top Klan informant and that 
he was in a position to furnish vital info rmation to the Government. 


He was asked if he had knowledge of any Klan violence in which » 
Rowe participated and he responded that he recalled none, but due to his 
(Rowe's) personality, "he could not look like an angel." 


Interviewed on T/ 18/ 18 at Washington, D. C. . File # 


»— Sal —_fewe or sent 1/38 /78_ 


This document contains naither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of. the FBI and is ere to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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7/18/78 


Date of transcription 


A review of an FBIHQ document consisting of a report of an be 
interview of former Special Reem the Senate oe 
Select Committee Staff Members was conducted. . 


a interviewed 11/ 19/75 concerning his actions regarding 
Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. 


b2 
bé 
b7C 
b7D 
The interviewing officials made no additional inquiries vertaining _ 
specifically to the allegations currently in question. 
Interviewed on___/18/78_ Washington, D.C. # 
by SA ewb pote dicotes___ 7/18/78 a7 


This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, ft Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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Date af transcription MY, 18/ 78 
A review was conducted of an FBIHQ document consisting ofa be | 
report of an interview of SA by Senate Select Committee b7c 
Staff Members. 


was interviewed on 11/21/ 75 about his actions regarding a 
Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. 


b2 
bé 


bye 

was asked if Rowe had, at some time during the em 
Viola Luizzo murder trial, told him that who had bé 
testified under oath he was present in the automobile with Mrs, Luizzo | b7C 
when she was shot, was, in fact, not the man. responded that at 


some time during the trial proceddings Rowe had seen either in person or 

a photogrash in the newsraner off and hadtold[ __|he was 

not the man Rowe had seen in the car that night. At the next onrortunity 
stated he contacted Assistant Attorney General John Doar and 


ad Rowe relate his opinion as to the identity og a the 
interviewers he did not know what, if any, impression this had on Doar 
and further content of the trial. 


id not comment nor was he asked about anything 
specifically pertaining to the allegations currently in question. 


Interviewed © on ue, 18/ 18 at Washington, Dd. Cc. File # 


i ee vee 1/18/18. 


Dote dictated 


. This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. . It is the property of the FBI and is louned to your agency: 
- it-and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


_21A~- 


A review_of Birmingham Fi 157-352-SP22 a 
4, indicates that +e 
provided a copy of notes dated November 25, 1975, 2 
made by GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., in connection with his testimony 
before the Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with Respect to ante liigence Activities, a copy 
of which is attached hereto: 


~~) 


Interviewed on 7/2) if 23 at Ri ry inghan, ni aba AD File # RY §3~27658 : : 
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PENDING CIVIL ACTION 
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In Planning and Inspection Division (PID) memo 
from L. Colwell to the Director dated 7/20/78, Legal Counsel 
Division (LCD) was requested to provide PID background on’ 
the civil actions involving Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. and this | 
Bureau. There are two civil suits and one administrative 
claim. 


surr (1) [_____idy. 
CLARENCE M. KELLEY, et al. 
(U.S.D.C., S.D.N.Y.) | z 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 76-CIV-983(CES) ~ 


The original complaint was filed on March 2, 1976. 
Defendants Clarence M. Kelley, Director of the Federal Bureau ~ 
of Investigation (FBI), Thomas J. Jenkins, Deputy Associate Dir-— 
ector of the FBI, Special Agent (SA), and four 
unknown Agents of the FBI. The cause of-action alleges vio- 
lation of Title 42, United States Code, Section 1983 and 
‘certain Constitutional violations. The captioned civil action 
was filed by a- participant in the 1961 Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE) "Freedom Ride." The allegations 
in the complaint are based on Congressional testimony given 
by former FBI informant Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., that this 
Bureau had advance information that the CORE riders were to 
be beaten by alleged Ku Klux Klan members and that the FBI 
did nothing to protect the interest of the CORE riders and did 
. not notify any agencies outside the FBI in any effort to pro- 

tect the safety of these individuals. Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA) Peter C.. Salerno, Southern District of New-York, 
is responsible for the defense of the Director in his official 
capacity and individual capacity and Thomas J. Jenkins, former 
Deputy Associate Director and former SA The Gov- 
ernment has participated in discovery proceedings and a motion for 
summary judgment is currently pending before the Court. 


BURR US ee a ed 
; ‘CLARENCE M. KELLEY, et al, 
(U.S.D.C., W.D. MICH.) 
CIVIL ACTION NO. G77-6CA 


Captioned civil action has been filed by 
articipant in the 1961 CORE "Freedom 
Ride" and who alleged that plaintiffs were 
beaten on 5/1 y white vigilantes on a bus at Anniston, 
Alabama. The claim is based on the same Congressional 
testimony-given by former FBI informant Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. 


Continued - Over 


ger 


bé 
bic 


co . Py . oe : . . oe a . 


The allegations are similar, the defendants are the same but 
also include former Associate Director Richard G. Held. AUSA 
Robert C. Greene, Western District of Michigan, is responsible 
for the Government defendants in this related case. The facts 
of the captioned case show that the bus was stopped and burned 
near Anniston, prior to arriving at Birmingham, its destination. 
Althou Rowe was not present or involved in the beating of 

or the burning of the bus a claim of a "duty owed" 
and "knowledge" is made. 


In both civil actions the Government has argued that 
the statute of limitations has run with respect to the allega- 
tions and that, in fact, the plaintiff had notice in the 1960's 
of the facts. There was no duty owed to the plaintifts ‘by .the 
FBI, or its Agents, in 1961. 


- CLAIM (1) 
CLAIM AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT 


‘Captioned claim was filed on 10/12/77, seeking 
$2,000,000.00 as compensation for the alleged negligence 
and/or wrongful failure to prevent the murder of Viola Liuzzo 
through a so-called "employee" Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. They 
allege the FBI had knowledge that the violence was. going to 
occur and our failure is actionable. The Bureau recommended. 
the claim be denied. A suit is imminent. 
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“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “©” 


7/27/78 
Date of transcription 
_ Review of Birmingham file 157-372-SF22, ‘e 
Serial 1, indicates the Alabama Attorney General, b? 


Montgomery, Alabama, provided a copy of an interview of 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., dated December 1, 1975, a copy 
Of which is attached hereto. 


| ; Handwritten notations appearing on the attached 


7/27/78 «Birmingham, Ala. BH 62-2654A 
File # id 


interviewed onw ot 


: : Re : Dote dictated 


by 


er 
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ROWE : No six, I did not. 


a ee | 
{|}: O.K., well just start from that phone call Meatiaa xe | 
narrative form go forward. : 
ROWE : Allright sir. I was home and it was on a Sunday morning. at 
yh My phone rang saa: I woke and I answered the phone and it iu? 
al 


i a 
; ales ttt : 2 - a) a), 
poe gk called me and she said thank God honey you're at home. She ‘/.- 
\ re ‘ A e ¥ . ‘ % 
V a 


i 4 Of said I'm just so glad you're home. I said, what the hell 
ee F 


x 
Pow 
“te 
‘&, 
“8 


oer oe ee is the matter and she said you didn't bomb the church. Then 


{ 

i 
rw i 39 we Nahe rs, pe tA ERAT gt ITN EDEN FEE TE a Bein Atle CoB ROG AE BELA ME AEP Rg Ce 
ae: a } 


eran ae es I said what church ane she said hey look I'm heppy. you". re 


7 you're not,involved. She said to me you aw 
Le her dhe PRLS eb Pe EERIEnninniIneimeneaeese ee 


better call the Sg eEases I understand it's some little black — ‘ 
LE ALOE NE IIL ALE TOL FIO ADS TOOT ALE IO ENON aa geen sts EARN POE LSA SES Bi natasha COSA 


eer? ee kids have been killec down at the church[ | | 
i : 3 : : . “y 
Fy, eke i 
ee ' information to you to be sure you were home. I said Jesus 


Christ are you serious. I said where did it happen. She 


‘said 16th Street Baptist church 
[ | «then stammed the phone down. I called 


ae ae i th Buatiew esa ha 
the. Bureau-- pes a hat LS Be dsl es ae SE 


ake 
FSA ne oe, ue 


[ |: When she said call the office what did she mean? 
ROWE 


‘She was referring to me to call the -FBI office. She was 


one of epproximately 5 people in the state th that knew that I 


cf of i o* oe ee ae ear re Po RAT 
was working with the FBI. pushes CHEESY wR Oe Fs 
Se : . ¢ 


‘ea — aI O.K., she did know... 


+ ROWE : She supplied me information for two and a half years. 


: A AS : . 7 p 
ae the Burcay office and the duty agent answered and I told him 
: Be ‘ ’ A Pe ; aaa eee 
ae hy I says want to tell. you about the bombing and he says, hey, 
ke “Rs 
= oy a hey slow down, slow down and I was quite excited and he says 
4? ‘ . 
is Ve they have finally caught up with you and he laughed and : said 
Pouce cae & 
t e %. 
i “ ne 
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INTERVIEW WITH GARY THOMAS ROWS IR, 
CAPLTOL WILL QUALITY INN 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
DECEMBER 1, 1975 


client; Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. Across the table from me 
is the Attorney General from the State of Alabama,[ 
[Jana to his right is Assistant Attorney General [ 


We have just had an informal discussion about the objectives. 


of the inquiry by the gentlemen from Alabama as to what 
their interest is in having an interview with Mr. Rowe and 


we have discussed if prosecution results from Rowe's informa- 


ticn how that would be handled in terms of payment to Mr. Rowe 


per diem for trial, travel expenses, ete. and the Attorney 


Generals tell us that there may or may not be some reward in- 


_formation or reward monies available and they will examine 


that to see if Mr. Rowe might be entitled to that if his 


information comes within the purview of those rewards. At 
this. time the Attorneys General will interview Mr. Rowe who 
will attempt to answer their qucsti ons: I think first of all 
concerning the church bombing at Birmingham, Alabama about 
1964. | 

Onna; L believe the best format will be to just let him 


narrative form and let us interrupt with questions and try 


ar a cae ee 


Would you kinda want to start at the-- 


wee 


Yes, we'd like to start--just anything you know in building 
up to the bombing. You can start maybe with the phone call 
ledge of any specific: plots of that bombing before that phone 


call did you? 


PITT 2 eee oe 


ae 0> 

af “t ef w 
Ne ee rae ae 
NN v ; 
Lae ad. 

a : 
oe ie 
VF 

¢ 2 


there's no bombing. He says his is the first time L've 

ever known you to give me bad scoop and he kinda laughed. 

He said well did you have a good night and by that Hine he 
said hold on a minute. I must have stayed on the, phone 
literally ten minutes. He came back and his exact phrase 
was--I'll never forget eehe Saye Jesus fucking Christ our ~ 
switchboard is lit up like a Christmas tree and.he says it 
went down he says and there's kids killed and we’re getting i 
‘units over there now. He immediately age me off the phone . 
he said he had too ee ee cere to do. Approximately 


one hour and a half later I received a call from, I believe 


it was Agent; si teing me that ok take these 


cia aan ; 
eeret : . : . 
Names and get on them and see what you can come up with. 


Well, we have what we call the leaders of the missionary 
squads.’ The missionary squad being with the Klan the 
-violent-- 

He said take these names? Did he suggest some wanes to you? 


No he, yes we did. Well we always had a list and I can 


& almost say that 90% of the bombings that occurred in Birmin- 
ag aI a RT TE A Te EE ee OO Ee ae RE eT 


ee ge ie oe 
ee gham was done out of a fifteen men group-- 
i: © ‘ 
O.R2. 
ROWE : Lean just pin that. This is with the Bureau's knowledge. 


Re emt ee EE eee a 


He says take these names and get to work and he told me to 


maintained all the securi equipment for the Klan. 


That's right. 


i _ i “Who is aS, 


that's what they called hin. So he also maintained 


the security guard truck that the Klan used. It was a big_ 


"ol bakery truck had been converted in for holding gear that _ 
we had for the security people --. So I first called{ 


house and] a he was out on some missionary work. 


‘I called several of their homes and got no answers. I called 


°. 
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I called a couple of other homes. I called 


house and[| _Janswered which was nd she says | 
. “honey they're out worite but | not wath them. ly 
| lis here ous and he had -to run off with han for a 


>: 


while and he cone facie but they've already gone. ‘put [| 


and them was there--" 


*ROWE : No, He was He wasp | 
: 
And [| said “they're out working?’ 


ROWE =: Yes. = 
ROWE : [not with them. [vas here this morning and 


he had to go somew where with him and he's not with them. - I. 


oO 
tt 
td 
ra 

ct 


said well it's pretty important that I get in touch with 


' them and she says well they're out working. 


a And ateas said that he was out working? 
- ROWE : [sata he 2 ; was out. . . . 
[}: Out working? 2 ee 
ROWE : Yes, on missannay work. 
ci the Who else did you call? 12 
ROWE 2 2B called] house, 1 called Ween Lash s hone, 
: ‘I called [ —__ovse and got no Bee eonSSe to any of 


these homes. . 


[| :. You mean the phone didn't answer? 


ROWE : Yes, some didn't answer and the. ones that did answer are 


a the ones that I'm telling you likel —fansweredy _ ae 
ad eT mnovered, nobody answered at| | 
house, nobody at Heri nh fash" 's house and I even eaiiad [ 
[ ana asked © thea Lf they was there because a lot of 
the guys hung out at--llerman cash| =i a 


place out there. 
fi ==): | Where was theix[ __ piace? | - | 
a 


“138, | 


That was in the early "50's right? 


; 


ROWE 


0.K, well it was like two blocks up from there. I just 


don't recall the name of the street. 


What was the name of it? [ or? . 3 z, 
past] -o 


Did you grow up around Birmingham? 


: 


ROWE : No, I was only in Birmingham oe two years prior to going. 


ce fs Ap ate 
. ' to work for une Puyeau. a \n au Mo BLOt onl Be OW. fest ae 
TF OK. wh ar “1g uli ge 
: .K., where were you from’ ae Pas 


‘ROWE : Savannah, Georgia. — oo g Mh. AY 
Did you talk to any[ other thanf si 
a: nn 2 Any of them besides those two 


specifically? | 


ut 


ROWE : No that was the o I spoke with. 


All _ the rest of the telephones did not answer? 


ROWE : No answers, right. 


Allright, this was sometime let's say minutes after the 


bombing? 
“ROWE : This was very shortly--1' d say within 15 minu sesafton 1 a 
Smnnaay ae 


: ths Anan Fi al Gee! és ae! 


received my original phone call. *. Re an Loc 
a 


: Did both i: -, —_yeay words that indicated to you that 
ee ere on Klan business? 


ROWE : Right. They were on Klan business. That was the impression » 


ul 


that I received. 


" nem ee 
sn 


ee en an 


“Any particular words that they used to give you that impres- 


. 
tg 
, jae 


sion? 


-ROWE : No they just told me--well [stat that 


he was out on missionary work. é 


That's what they called roughing people up? 


ine 


ROWE : That's right. 


O.K., keep going from there. 


E 
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ROWE 


He asked me what I had come up with and I ¢ 


af 


ye" 


Asuna an hour later I met with Ae en 


ave him basic- 


ally the information I'm giving you now. He said well 


just as sure as hell they're involved. But. 
to have a hell of a time proving it. He sa 


them we got to find someplace. Late in the 


questioning him. [| maintained that 
argument with that morning. He wa 


argument with | so he just walked ar 


[ _]is known to drink at least 3 quarts of 


we! re BOLnE 


id eres some Se 


eveenead ney 


ran across[ | They picked] up ana started | 


he had had an 


s going to go 


off with some guys on some missionary work but he had an 


ound. [_} 


booze anytime 


you put it in front of him. He maintains that he got drunk 


me er ee 


on a six mBachy, of beer and was laying in ad 


don't remember where ie hell he was. eis 


ane 


itch. all day and 


he woke up he 


was laying in a ditch and when he tated he was in a ditch. 


and he had just come home. But he didn't get home til around 


ROWE : 


ROWE : 


a le 


10 minutes til 4 that afternoon. The Bureau worked in on 


from there. 

How do you know when he. got home? — 

The Bureau stated it to mee Eney, got him ab 

before | or 10 minutes after 4, right around 

ieeted on to him. He had just soateeed he 

the ditch-- . 

All night? ° 2.4 a gee ee 

No:this was all morning now. This would ha 
ne ~-bomb~went -off-at-Sunday-school—in—the-mo 

have been approximately 4 hours in between 

hear anymore about that day. ~I was told to 

making my calls. In other words see what aa 


I didn't find out anything that afternoon. 


went over to house. 


_pHO> 


mae ro 
Roar Pon By 
cept 


out 10 minutes 
& o'clock er 


had Back in 


ve been... 


ox ee I didn't 
0 and start 
could scull up. 
“The next day I 


we 


[ |: That was Monday. 


“ROWE =: walked in and he says “goddamn the shit hit the fan 


é « a ae @ aa 


didn't it.” And I said “it sure did." I said “was aye 
body hurt," just like that. He looked at me kinda funny 
and said "I don't know." And I said, “well I figured if 
anybody ee you would know.” He said ny understand there 


“was a bunch of kids hurt" and I said "no, come on. now you 


know what the hell I mean. Is the guys allright." And I 
just kinda let Lt go at that ee i didn't want. to pin 
right down on him. He said "I don't know,” “He says you 
know, I don't know nothing about that. Uisualty he's gio 
talking but he's long drawn out and I senaved immediately 
that he was quite abrupt with me just like leave well 


enough alone. So he says come on let's go out to the car 


I want to check my oil. So we went out to the car and he’ 
told me he says “hey man, just play it cool." He says 
[is just 1ike this and he did like this" and he 
~ _ said she's all upset. BS fe 
| ROWE : Yes. And I said well I didn’t know I just came over eG ece:. 
if everybody was allright. And he looked at me and said "I 
| he looked at me and smiled. And he never has maintained to 


| [iis one of the ones that said they were out working. 


- ROWE : Now he was supposed to--he was going to... 


[propa wasn e-with—ehen? ae eee ee ete 


“ROWE : No he wasn't with them. 


2 ec don't you just drop kind of a sequel on this| gs - 


he was the one that later joined the church, was it that 


church? 


ROWE : No that vas] See they all kinda bunched in 


ae 


Fe et mn REY at MA ecm 
™ 


’ ROWE 


ao . —_ 


‘ 


: ox[ | See, I didn't name[ | They're[ but 
[ comes and goes. | 


There were three of them then, right? 


Cash. ‘ 


O.K. 


and{_ 


There's not a then? 


O.K. fad git Toa! eet a een 


then,| | I checked[ | house. Well, I 


‘couldn't get a hold of--I didn’t know the number for | | 


[| In my mind I thought that] was 


possibly involved. 


and Herman Cash. 


asked the FBI about this and they confirmed that he had been 
eae arene ein FEAL TION ER OA LIA TIMED PIII TELE OLIRED TOOTS, tA SNORE TPA AEE: AE OC BITE CR, 


' approached and was trying to dicker around and in fact there 


was some discussion about me going with them. So getting 
- back to set up progra in the 


f 


is a bomb expert. [ |. 


ae ‘Klan meeting hall sepoxiavela, six weeks prior to the church 


meme, 


| 


sae pretences 


fi going ‘down showing the Klansmen how to manufacture bombs. I 


gave this information to the bureau the first eherocey’ night 


he did it. And they went completely ape. They just wasn't 
a eS just couldn't believe it and I said well it sure as 


hell is happening and he said well we got to stop that 


anti ept 2 eet me meats mee 


St aera oP eae = RON eee eet tee 


immediately. He said he' Ss. actually showing them how to nal: 
them. I said well ‘he's ‘Showing them how to build them out 
of box ‘and he had two different types. One type he was 
using as a--it had the screws and nuts and bolts, all sharp 
edges of metal and all other things for a shrapnel bom that 


went off in a little box. So_ within the _second- meeting night 


eras 


ad é 


f 
| |: _ This was some weeks in advance of the hurch bombing 


AL 


be 
2 
tl 


after showing how to make the bombs. the first bombs went 


1 ST ESSER Sera 
een garnet Te tes Nm erie tes praia ep atelitne oI? PAG ae OOP ORE eR Pe Oe, 


off down on 6th Avenue down ioe to Benes Pele ber ye a8 
just don't remember my streets, it's been so long. Let's 


say wichen 2 blocks of Elmwood Cemetery. a ee ree 


ee ba ie 
iz : Were you present at the Klan meetings when[ | was _ 


giving bomb aS ECUeE HONS! 
ROWE : Yes. And that night after the meatine I contacted the Bureau. 


— de he 
Pa ad « ot trey 

Every day I had contact with the Bureau. pe a ee 
dare ¢ 


ROWE : Approximately 6 weeks. 


[| : How much detail do you remember about[ instructions 


as to how to make bombs? 


ROWE = Not too much because I only went there twice when he did 
we + ‘hat: The e_second time 3 was when | the. Bureau | told me to _dis- 
og ere ee The bureau had me to come over show them 
. Ve basically what he had did and as the Secartion was you 
AP - would set off a smallbomb and ba! a grouping, to masta him-- 
‘{ 


then the niggers would run around to see what the hell 
happened--I'11 tell it like he said it--the niggers would 
“xrun out to ae what the hell happened then the big bomb goes 
off. And the big bomb is the one that sprays them with the 
shrapneland the cut up bolts and nuts a things. 

‘Now you said there were two eas Sf uoaes. That was the 
first one what was the second one? 

No the first one was a little box bomb. It was not very 
ee wees ee ewawesane iy seam ae damage would go. _ It Sie A 


hole there at 6th Avenue where im telling you about. tt 


re) _ blew a hole about a foot and a half deep. rd can tell you 
gt by 
gl that when it went off. When the Become one went off I 


av fh believe, “to the best of my. knouT eee). it was wd people 


injured. That was just minutes after the first one went off. 


sey Pe 
1 ift os es eT D 


There were 17 people agen when the second one went off on 


ee ee 


th AVEET CINE Wigan had instructed me to tell: him, hey 


iook this is not feasible. They had power structure going 


pF s\ 
f 


‘-10~-" 
between the States ' Righters Party and the American Nazi 


Party for the groupings of Birmingham and 


I'm trying to think of 
I can just think of his name because he's going to be in- 


sg 7 


volved in they thins , the bombings. 


Well, I was instructed 


by the bureau to tell the Klan that] | a and Ene group 


the States' Righter: « ’ ula get the idea, what was happening 
here because the: sr re “per pile belonged to the. Klan belong 
to States Rightzers 1S vend] of them. And then the State's. 


Righters would go out if and pull_a bunch of bullshit when we 


; be wasn't mepared for it_and it would fall back-on us and we'd 


2 Mee catch all hell and go to prison for eoaetneae they did. Now 

A “ * rf é a . e 

¢ iu ee at oa 

mis this is what the Buredu instructed me to tell them. So we 
oe | | | | 

ne ' had, was quite an .argument about that in the organization, 


ya Breer . 


you.can't believe th:/power structure like I said, I'm on 
-your team, I'm on your team, it was not calm at all. And 
‘everybody had their little groupings. “Well in this particu- 
lar grouping I had the feelings that Bob Chambliss, he’s 


known as "Dynamite," Bob Chambliss endf bt 


‘quit BEsOE. to to this. 


Now they were in thelZJan or in both? 


' : * ’ ss 
In both. Now, the Bureau, that's the one name IT didn't come 


-ap-aith...I-didn't 


~cone-up- with. Chambliss.--.The-Bureau-toid —- - 
See = - a Ona 
me, well I tell you this. Work on Chambliss. We've got 


other sources who teil us that_you're gonna find Bob and the 
é on an tsa a taheiated - z 


ether one was] They gave me. Bney gave me it 


to work on because they. had come up with nbeecnet on purport- 
ec Sc ed DAR 


ing that it was a split group and it was a fraction group that 


-was fixing to pull away from us and that involved 


TO I think they call hia[ and I believe it was called 


Weds | ~2tt5 


ae ATE OR EARN RT SEC TORN Be 1 SLT ROTI AE AORN AS ate AN IAD ARTES ART 7h ret ma pal Sere Na mR sr eR ere 


ew LL is . 


bi7c 


another one. It was seven of them that I had... 


[| : Gary, let me ask you this question before we move, off the . 


subject of bombing instructions. Do you recall 


any specifics about how he... 


How it was made to set off? No, 


L don't. Not at this 


time, I really don't. 


What I'm interested in really is timing devices. 


: . How it was triggered? ee 


No t don' ty. 2 an honestly. tell you ‘that don't. No I 


don't recall. 


But the press should have ameno of what yon told then 


when it was fresh in your mind? 


There's no question about_it They had it and they con~ 


firmed that it was going on. This was confirmed later, 


tres meh ater % 


that[ was moh ee cone bomb and my “car was bugged. by. 


the Bureau, My instructions were to get every Klansmen 
Belen ea 


At one time they =~" 
creteetonte argh! TPENAI A. LM Se w . 


all times in my automobile. 


IPO ro, 
Ya ener tmecr ent erer et Ay 


had several little mike; pues and then they took them out and. 


~ possible at 


NEw yaad 


they did a real aaa on it whereby they could pick 


- it up on their transformers up on the hill that they had 


that used the regular units with. They told me that they 


wanted me to aes Cash... 


a at all possible in a group together. And 


“s-- - “when I get’ them in. the group together to just lead myself 


into the bombings. I couldn't get them all in the grouping 


pecaus®. they had also a trail car and in that trail car was 
ALE: HT err Naty rete a tana, 


aac driving the vehicle. In this trail car--it was 


one of their surveillance cars. It also has a recording unit 


4 215.) | 


a « .-12- @® i 
“that picks up--you can t believe the system they have. He 
was following me going into Irondale and I brought up the 
subject of the bomb that went down on 6th Avenue where the | 


_ people were injured with the-- aie qf [s/o 
[_s: Who was in the car? _ _ - 
ROWE : At that time it va] nysenef ana 


[ _aned there was another one. 
[| |. Was Chambliss in there? ¥ 


‘ROWE =: No 
ROWE : No. It was one that didn't do too mucb-- 
ROWE : No. It wasn't a name here now. I'll think in just a 


second. Because he didn't go too much, he didn't come out 
too much. | —SCSCdi was going to show ‘us 
' some stuff out at Irondale where blacks and whites were 
sleeping in a motel out'there. We were going out there to 
check out that morning , allegedly that's what we was going 


to do. The bureau car was in distance where they recorded 


all this. Now they recorded this.[ stated that-- 


well, I brought up the~ subject about the bomb that went off 
on 6th Avenue by the cemetery. [__]saia man shit that 
weren't nothing. He said the one that you have to worry 
‘about--there was mee one, you can't believe all the 


bombs that went offs {that went off that claimed some 


‘duplexes up over J-1 guess you 'd call ie abéak-chesenast 
‘behind the stadium. That would be about what--13th? 
Sneak ean 


~ just don't remember my streets that well. “But. ‘it's up on 


oh 
(. 0" 


were going over and having meetings to try to get that 


particular group to try to come down to the church. The 


statement| _|made_w uote: He says now goddamn this is 


way back off the street in an_exclusivel black area. "He 
says when that goddamn-bomb_went off I couldn't get from out 


ame pelt i a 


non 


“dynamite hill" and it was houses where civil rights leaders 
i EC 
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uted 


of ra oi3- 
q > 


between the duplexes" and he laughed and said "that god- 
rr a BS Se aera EE 


oe 


Sed) 
O 


damed| —__| stumbled and I liked to fell all over her." 


Everybody calts| a her or something. He says, 


“Goddamn I almost fell all over her," said "I had to go to_ 


the doctor» I_thought_I_was_going-to-lose my ears when it, 

went off, T thought it was going to kill me." “That's 

exact phrase he said. He says "I thought my whole head was 

golne to: gee piodauere:" Then a couple of days later he . ay 


es and they recorded it that he had 


o to a doctor because he thought he’ was going to lose 


the Heavine in his ear. 
oe Se ee ge 


Did he mention the doctor's name? 


No he did not to me. But the Bureau stated to me that they ae 
‘ Se es 4 


did have this on tape. The Bureau has this. 
ego aeRO ON sere RACRN SE 


Did he’ discuss anything about--this was after the church 
bombing?, | 
No that_was just before the church bombing.: 


1 _ before the church bombing. 
O.K. . = 


See, we're Leading up.to the church bombing. That's what = 
, & Up 


you said you wanted me to do. We're leading up to it. So 


when this one went down Agent | told me personally he 


said goddamn we sot.them. He’said there's no_doubt about 
eset Sad ey — 


it--they was[ ___|bombs. ‘The ballistics people and 


different people from the Bureau went out and examined this 
stuff and these people that were injured and it was identical 


type bombs that was used and also identical type metal. They 


; had.taken a long piece of, I recall, about 20 feet pipe look 


aa £3 peers ae, es Be aes ott ro eae ce Ped peace ron soe werner os rer ae ate my OES. 


like about maybe “a aquarter inch to a half inch round. And 


( che} was hacksawing chee doim into Little squares about 2. 


putting this thing in it that kinda peed it where it would 
look like a dum-dum had been spent. “And allegedly when that 
thing explodes each one of shoes things he sheared off like 


that penetrates it--it shears away--most of it shears, away 
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of] from the thing I cee that. And they said Cugeery what 
nC : they found and the same identical material that they found | 
| that[___had u up in the Spee Eine hall. . ae 
Did they seize some stuft out of the meeting nea: some 
@ f pipes then?- | | es | 
ROWE : Yes they went up into the--the Bureau several times I'll ay 
entered the Klan malt-{ iro let 
fl he ' them in SuEAnE the day or in the ea ra heer he was: 
a y 9 in there one morning searching it and to place some more bugs .\" 
ae One of the klansmen had went up and the chandelier had 
re AN oe burned out and he was trying to fix the chandelier and he 


ne a ee mene, Noe 


inadvertedly discovered apparently a small bug. I tried to 
Ge yp Ps make out like it was just publicity for the Klan and he just 
es ieoKed at me and kinda smiled and said how many did they 
find and I said Just the one. But I Saad eee going back 


ey at 2: 00 today and scour the goddamned place from top to 


- 


aka a bottom: He says you got to get hold off right r now and 
AUN et [ and don’t let them in that ame ee ~ You 
ai i got to give me a aoupie of hours. 
2 ee : [ __ | who? x . 

ROWE : This would be | Anytime we are Peter ine to 


a: will be He's| | He says | 
.you've got to get a hold of him and. keep him the hell out 
of the way and we've got to have a couple of hours. 


| | Excuse me I don't mean to be rude but this kinda goes off 


the way from the bombing. Maybe we'll just come back to 


Ss as 


seem ee me Um ee ee me ee ee pe 


>, that later because of our time eT OAcion. apr ew ort ees 


ROWE : O.K., getting back to the bombing. Well, the reason I 


rik ) pi found this is because he found some pipe in the Klan hall 


Vin a : that matched the type pipe that they found that was used in 


‘ wert 


a bomb. ‘And ena Ss about all I know % as far as the bomb goes. 
: Let’ Ss get back to the conversations you had with these people. 


the Monday after the bombing. Try to remember everything each 


one of them said and what] | sad ao 2 28, HO K. well 


Fie oa 
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| ' A 
| to be honest that was what was confusing. Ban 
ROWE | 3 There wasn't very much said by anyone and that's ‘sty We Ce 
at felt even. more that we had more reason to go. They just, Ne 7 
| QS in fact, only attended: 2-more of the meetings a 
“Nok : 4 j 
Ra V . That's the one that I told you about--he has joined the con 
oo . 
aS Ka church since and has come to me and tried to get me to get 
> ee 
, Nae out of the organization because he said it took him a long 
By + 


, time. He says you know something has happened and TI rot to 
uy poe 2 OM Ue SOM Ge eS Pepper oe 
live with it for the rest of my life. He made that state- 


(ara When was this? 


ROWE : Well, this was about a week and a half after the bombing.” 
cei i i Aaa a ee aac acs : 


1G . 
Xs[ : Did the Bureau know that? 


"ROWE : Yes, the bureau has this. 


. [ts Looks like[__] would de a fit subject to-- 
row : [| well the man ‘that's going to break is going to 


be Herman Cash. I'll co you. ‘why in just a minute. 
ances ences 


ry, ee about a week oer a half after the children were fe 


V killed? 


-. 
Sah gathers 
ae 
“> 


ROWE : That's right. After the kids were killed in the. church. 


| |: He came to you and did what now? 


ROWE : He asked me to--he says "Hey man, is is all my life I've 


put_into this organization." He says "but I finally 
into this organization. He says but 1 +1 


realized that this is just not the way to go."" He said it 


too big a "hassle" and I said "well it's no big hassle." I 


said hell w we're hassled everyday. I said I kinda enjoy. it. 


By that we was pretty active in violence you see and I was 


trying -to lead. him out to. see what the hell he had on his | 


mind.” And he says na someday you"}+-understand. He said 


Live_got to live with this thing the rest of my life. He 


says it's not going to be easy. I said seit heck man if you 
got a problem, hell tell me. I knew[~*dvas_ having 
a lem with another Klansmen--personal problem. I tried 


ee 


to lean it on that. I said hell if there's something I 


ean do for you, or watch her for you whatever the hell I 
can do for you know just come bauand tell me. He said oh. 
no, no nothing like that, nothing like that. ‘He -said God - 
knows nothing like that ir he shook is head and that's 


all he ever said about that problem. But he's never been 


back. ; 
‘ 7 os : : b6 
[ And he joined the church you think? . | b7C 


ROWE  : Yes. 


How long after was it that he got involved with the church? 


i 


ROWE : I want to be honest with you, I think it was about 10 months . 


Penge arte rma RE hs EAR PEDRO PRP LALI TE ET FR arene NIT re EPP i Door ot to 


I LBE that he started going and then after thet "cause 
disor sare cat 


Ch yer ETERS oy, pA ELROD P RSNA SETS NOM EAR RG Bate SS eg tonsa pat oD 


“we was iGadiae him about it a 1ieete bit and you know he saw 


eae eddenadedehcnooaied 
Narn pt A NTs ES 


PONY wa ag. overeat meena see stm es or ree Nene 


the light and-- 
RT eI ee 


You would still see him socially er seunehine -arcudatoune 
ROWE ; Right. But he would have nothing to do or nothing to say 
about the Klan. ; = 
| | : When did he sever his relationship with the Klan? How 
long afterward? oe . 


ROWE : About--I think to the best of my heart he made one or two 


more meetings after the bomb went down and he never attended 


, no more. Sy 
7 “ae time wise, that would have been how long? 
' “ROWE : About two weeks. | | 
=e. Allright, let me change the tape now. 


_(PAUSE) Wi ee 


oe ne WHT Ee = SES a ty GR ca sue eka gie 


Allright, we're back on the tape. 


‘ROWE : O.K., I'm at the point where I'm trying to recall who did - 


not attend the meetings right after the church e went 


down and.who did not attend any at all since chen to my 

knowledge. Herman ‘Cash made approximat. nother . months 
La tat ey a 

out of it but_he was a complete wreck. As_far as missionary 

eee 


work, he never vent on any more. He He didn't want_any part of 


e . . C ; . 8 soy - @ “< 
w -17- OE : 
Ss We We literally almost h almost had to ad_to_drag him in the car 


x o get him to Tuscaloosa, [____} stayed avay for away for | 

J . 
4 . approximatel two months and his excuse was--or statement 
ft : 


" A was that he was trying to become-~he got tired of the way 

\ x . [vs running things and he always come back » , 
3 . to the power struggle. But I can tell you that{ 
and] and Herman anal there would be no- 


“ye 
cod 
Lk 
o LA we, oe a 


7 


Patrol before we got in Tuscaloosa and they had roadblocks. 


ri * 4 
ee te 
~~, 

tt 

. 

a 


y “3 violence in Birmingham if you_ took those people out of it. 
Cd errs man Fie 2 
es eR! 
; “ ¥ Literally those were. the prime targets ‘for violence for. 
NS 
hy, x 
i AY » the Klan. They were. 3h of. the granddaddys for planning 
tet Aw oe en ae oe 
Lo ce 
ei | oath ek these things. Aud just “al o£ a sudden just like I'm 
Sah —— | | 
Ny MCLs e 
2s 2 | Y telling you, mister, “Just” Like that they cut out, they just 
~ SB. oA 
3% kw 
‘ e ok stayed away, just disbanded, literally they just didn't 
neg Nee 
aN 
s ** want to associate with us, talk with us or anything else. 
Finally, Herman started coming back and the only other time 
ne Herm ver went any place with us was the night we went 
. 
~ i to Zuscaloosa_when the Covernor stood in the door and we 
s ae 
3 » wos - 
S \U ees had instructions to eear the place up down there and bomb . 
CAS ME bate rn a 
e -. 3 @. the place up. Our antomobile was stopped by the Highway | - 
% vi sa. " . : 
we ‘“* 7 - 
Ni 
& 
ce 


ax 
“ 
ee eo a. 


NE ray, set up. They pulled us out of the car and they searched 
a x ee the car. Well, at that time we had a bazooka, we had a 
my 3 A s submachine gun, we had two or threé shotguns, well as I 
~% SS recall, I had a couple of pistols, I'd say at least a 
mY half dozen handguns in the automobile, two hand grenades. 


LI: Whose car were you in? So _ oo 


_ ROWE : I'm trying my damnest to think--I believe it was a guy 


_— a naned| | I want to say a we were mf 


> 
X i We were destined ‘to he in mine. “The code was that we - 
ev ah . . ‘ : a , : 
YOM SY normally would use wine and I went to the phone and we was 
wy 3 N23 rn oo . . 
\ a» So at [ __Jovitting for everybody to come up to go 
X. LOIN, a 
J . Mu on ° . 
¥ ahs ~‘\i to assemble to go down. We was going down there ina. 
“y ae bs Yo . : . 
ee Cen . 
_“ "SSS , caravan. My instructions were from the Bureau the minute 
re .? “i wm x3 . _ . . . : 
SS Gy PN before we left [ |: was to call this number which was 
“NOR TR re ; ; 
‘ S so 


| - a | ; ~25N-) 


and _ she was going to relay the 


information to that we had left with this gear. I was 
ule a 


to confirm if this gear that they had was actually headed 


that way. I got on the phone and I called the Bureau. [ 


. | _ Jwatkea up to me and says who's that. I said it was 
[ Jana he says "ah bullshit." He said “get away from that 


goddamn phone" ' cause he was always kidding me. They called — 


jo be uttowd me 'preacher"--about trying-~' cause I was always saying no 


a 
the ad 
vi foliar \ tet! s don't do this man youknow it's not worth or something. 
an 
bet A ot 


suspicion from| nad passed the word that through ~ 


_Matt Murphy that I was a Klan informant or an FBI agent in 
END rie aye 


fact he wasn't sure but working on it to prove it. He said 
"set off that Sedaanned phone man he says you're going to 
get us all killed." He said “you know “goddanned well 
Herman's going to cell[ | I said “well sereu[ | 

talk to Lf L want to.” i said "here take the goddamn 
phone and say hello to her." So he took the phone to see if 
‘she was on it. He said "I'll sonofabitch"--he walked-- 


‘ 


‘He handed me the phone back and walked right over to the 


table and tola[ ihe said "yeah, yeah, no it's 


bé 
bic 


They was kidding me spout being preachér. And there was some | 


[ __Jatarigne. re's[ | He said “well goddamn I thought 


‘I had him." Wow] | made that statement right 


there. We come out to get in the automobiles and says 


"no why don't we go in--that's who it was- car and I 


= s ee z een = eT ie te 


His is going to fall apart." And he said “yell what the 
hell you want to go in yours for. He said you don't have to 
burn the gas." ‘But I knew I wasn't poune to press it any 
further. _ He said I don't give a shit if we walk. I said 
“let's go."' L acted like I was really pissed off. So a 

go to get out in the car and I went to break out my--I T had 


an Eagle brand Thompson submachine gun, | semi- ~automatic 


Ana anes sae 
bath retain as tds comet eee en | ante RRR ewe Raw an Be Nt ROR Rr ee ee tml eh 


which ee could just push it down and it was automatic, I 


: 252, 


erie 


said-~-that's who it was--I said “No hell let! s go in mine. 


oad them: and 


ao os et 


reached in the trunk of the car to get it and he says 


“no we got all the stuff we need over here." 


just go." T said well, ey d sure like to carry ny, baby with 


I] 


me, He said "well screw your baby and let’s go.". So I 


jumped in the car. cy everything that I had seen hae 


morning getting ready to go went toward Tuscaloosa. So we 


get up just outside of Tuscaloosa and the Highway Patrol had 
a 


the road blocks set up and he flaegz oe xr. He had an 


antenna on his automobile and so did I cause we had two _way 


radios in our autome’ites from the KBI,, from the Klan 


‘ chi 3 Highway. Patrolman--LI Heese he was 


| ae aaa walked over and he says 


"this is not the fucking car" and the officer says "I don't 


know it's got a whip antenna so I thought I better flag him 


- down." I thought that was kinda strange. He said you guys 
ear at 7 7 ‘ fi 


He said “Let's 


step out your automobile. So we stepped out of the automobile 


fT a pistol Seeks right here--down in his 


stband and eae techbe 2 tanned back and said don't ‘put 


your hand on the cun. Put your hand on top of the car. And 


‘he said "hey hey this fs them, this is them" and it seemed 


like half the world came out of those ditches over there. 


There were a lot of highway patrolmen there. And a couple of 


‘puys--I recognized ae being I thought at that tinel | 


7 [oman toe 
was or wasn't. But I thought I sav] ithere. They 


“ihe Bureau, | __frever would say he 


asked us if we had permits for our weapons first of all. Eis 


TF SE tat Suet ee a es et 


[i fhar just taken « over ¢ as Sheriff and he “Says that the 


Oe RO Nat eI Ee tet We ea ieee Der te bce ees, pe ree eo & 


Se ee en eg * ata EPO Se 0 Re aan Hien ween t 


[ __|saia. he was nok going to honor any permits rise wasn't. 


ae 


PIPL OT ORR REY AN ETE, 2 CT - rama nap neereet rsoner eh ener meee EA: Ped 
signed by hin. The esr you had to bring them down and get 
* enpeaanney nett CA OE CENLS tet toy ie 
them re- signed you “Leow. I found out later it,,.was really 


just crap to stup Us. So they stopped us a 


[strom the Alabama Highway ‘Patrol--in charge of 


the Alabama Highway ‘Patrol was there aise: So. they con-~ 
fiscated our weapons and pretty well had everything we had. 


So they took us on up to Tuscaloosa, well about then if you 


253) 
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recall Tuscaloosa was a fortress by then up through there, 


and we went on up through barricades and blockades and 


ats [Janaf ook all our weapons and our bandolicers 
won te? : , 
» be 


and get to the bazooka out of the trunk of the car and he 


ate pln BCI nT nas POA AOE RE apres AT sina te HE cars ere BSote ee nee re Nema AEMtec etn Ns 


PRE IAI, FEM od 


eV LS Aa AN AT el BOF 6 Sa TOL POOR 5 ho OM 


Fe ee 
mn APRS EEO OT OO ~ 


ow. 


here. He said we've got to give them eoneriiad fellows, he 


Ce tied es n AA BPEL AEE PP OIE NAT EP ROE Id OT BROT VRP LTO FBP AICS TA LET Pb ORL 


said we've got to give them something... 
he 


ge aS 5 cetoaintemdlat 3-4) RT AeA ERO NRO LON RRLA atP  EIED LR  HaA k  Y pete: 


“tho said that? 


OER RILEY 


I just couldn't believe it, I was just sitting there just 


. aghast. ; . 
[ : .Was [ __ present when he said that? _ _ 
ROWE: was present. Yes. [asf 


oF No, he's not he's just| 


ROWE : Well, I call hin 


[ |] te looked to.me like he had--like a hell of an 
investigator--but I thought he cl 


[ : .That's who you were talking about when you told there 


ROWE : Right: Right. 


az, Big tall. heavy fellow? 


ROWE : Right. 


cnet a te ee pe ee pote ee eT tte te 


: Dark? . | . : 8 
--ROWE se Right. Looks like[ to me kinda--if you've seen 
‘ [dyourat know what I'm talking ehOp Real wide 
face, real dark features and talks real. hard, ‘Heainde me 


of an old truck driver, was the impression I got, ‘like a 


real muscular truck driver at one time or something. That's 


the best impression I got from him. Well, they took us on 


ee 7 -258) | ey 


of ammunition and all this crap up and started to reach over 


said ah crap, said there are too many news reporters around. 


ROWE fo He said we'll take care of that. 


He's heavy. Yeah, I called him 


bic 


oe 


"ROWE 


in and they put us in these different rooms and they put 


myself and Herman Cash and I believe it co 7 
in the same room. They split us up in threes, in groups 
errr tana a een ye 


‘cause there were five cars of us. So I noticed Herman 
ee oni re ee 


~1 OF 


was just going completely apart. He tried to light a A. 

cigarette and he couldn't match the match up with the , te 

| ; i gle ere 

| cigarette, 2 wed ras v 

1 oe | Now, this was about four eer eae ae a : 
That's right. This was after, this is after the Rieck nad tf 

ay eA 
gone down you see he couldn't hold the match up_to his _ ete 


Cigarette. I went over there and I said "hey man just play 


it cool, shit chey're not going to eat us." 


| | It was like two months after the bombing right? — 


ROWE 


* 
s 


I don't recall. It wasn't long. ‘It wasn't long. TI know 


it wasn't long after the bombing. . He was just shaking SO. 
bad he couldn't do_anything so I said "oh crap" There was | 


one investigator in there, I don't know his name, but he. 
ce nce ae tS A I I 


he says you know we might can get something 
done with the ie on this god g re. 
Talking about you? 

, pointing to Herman. . And I said oh crap to myself and 

I said "hey Herman just don't pay these goddamned people no 
mind man, just play it cool baby you're allright." He said 
“T don't know what's wrong with me, I just don't understand 
it." He was really, really bad. So[ | went around there 


and slapped him on the shoulder and said "hey it ain't no 


big thing, just don' t saya word to these sonofabitches, 


eee ee Ee ee NE Se 


don't even tell them your name. You don't even have to 
tell them your name. He said I one So then I said well 
this is the time fou at to come out. So es said can we Zo° | 
get a Beanis of water and I figured he was going “to tell me 
to shut up and sit-down. [ [says s "yes you can go. 
peta drink of water"--to me. He says you come on out here 


and I'll show you where the fountain is. Real hard. | And I 


was: : 


a 


"-22-' & oe i Ree 
said oh crap here it comes and I walked out the door with : 
him and he says "hey''--he knew me he'd talked with me - 

several times. And he said "hey Rowe you better get in 

there and tell that cat to keep his goddamned fucking mouth 


shut about that goddamned bombing. He says now if they 


start questioning about it he says[ __|may get it from hin. 2 
He says now "you tell him to keep his goddamn a see 
4 man."' He says “what the hell, where did you get him from? - 
| You tell him to keep his goddamn mouth shut man." TI said 
“shit if I know man. I don't know man but I tell Sou one 
thing he wore dast Zong when we get the heli out of here." 
He said iad | Sonence ee get back in there tell him to shut: 
his goddamned mouth." So we went back in the room and he 
looks at Herman and he says “allright hey you look ates 
you're sine be pass out over there. Get your ass out here 
| and let:me get you soime water." Now if you know who I'm 
talking about[ _|ealks kinda rough and Lite de “went out 
in the hall with him and he éone back and he said “hey't-- 
I believe he called him[ __}-he says'tol | e 
I'm going co. core these two up here, x don't like the way | 
this thing is set up" and he split up[ Jana yeniGn and 
left Herman with me. He come back in there and he says 
“hey now what the hell_is_wrong_with you." He said_tyou're 
not worried about that church aze—you” That's eae ety 


what he said and I'm going to testify to that this week. 


[ : Who said that? 
es 


a Sas telling Herman this. 


“ROWE: : And Hexman said "I don't know nothing, T don't know nothing." 
And he said “please, please, look L'1ll get_on my knees. | 


: A “Ss ? : a? a 2 ae : 
<< uy Just let me : ou'll never see me again." 
P. wy a JY ns we 
i ue 2 yf And no wonder we didn't see him no more. ‘He never came back. 
, . y ! a TT gn eR ni TE a TE 
wor ae? | 
Og gt I really think in my heart and that's what I told the Bureau. 


e 


. ROWE 


ROWE 


oe Se ea ee 


T think if you stay on ‘ol Herman you'll solve that_bomb- 
ing. That's what_I_come to tell you and that's what I'm. 
nam 


telling you. In my heart that's where it's at. he 
_ b7c 
: Allright, did you ever have any kind of conversation with “ 


Herman oxf Jor a any know- 


ledge of it? 


No. 


a, Any of this stuff you said in the car that they made tapes 


of was not in reference to the church bombing? 

: No. I tell you what the Bureau did to me. The Bureau told 
"me to come back and they give me a raise. And they told me 
he said sonofabitch, he said you did it again, you did it 
again. He said you, we got *em-- | 

Who told you that, do you remember? 
In my heart, I think it wasp? 
po. 


ROWE : Yes oe | , { 
| He's a straight shooter isn't he? 
RO}: Yes, apparently he is. oO . . 


| ks He told you what--the names you had called out? 


Yes he told me. He said your goddamn names is looking good. 


He said they're panning out. ‘He said they got some of the 


carte sagen TE i aeeeinm ee nee a te at ot i mre 


“most hooked up alibis than any human being in the world can 


have. He says you're not even going to believe some of this. 


ae 


He says a 6 year old could see through it. So I really thought 


like in.a few days it would go down.— They would arrest then. 


So it went on and on and on and he_says hey us want you to ge et 


on and Bob Chambliss, He says now you're missing the 


boat there. He said from all my_othe other 2x _sources _ that I've got, 


te ay 
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a a @ < , ~-24-~ @ a BPs 
everyone of them is yactically pinning Chambliss, down. \ a 
: a es 
Chambliss and[ | and Merman Cash he could pin | 
ONS te 
down pretty good as being together that morning and going | f 


~ 


££ to do something that morning. And I said well the 


thing about that T can't pin down on this group-- 


| in Chanbliss,| | and[ | and Herman Cash-- 


ROWE : Just like that. ss . 
[ Were supposed to be together that morning? spebody can 


, aS sp Wes 
Per them--Somebody at the Bureau knows that th ey.can pur = 


z 7 kaZ : : ae fae . 
then together that morning-- QUIN aw UA fea 
“| hall 


ROWE: That's right, they had them together that. morning but they 
“ didn't know where. And I said well I can't tell you about 
© Beem —_——_ eee 


Chambliss because--f call him Bob--I said because he kinda 


comes and goes with us. In other words with the Klan but 
ga ee SL CIOL, aay 45 

like I tell you was involved in anything in Birmingham. You 
name it and he was involved in it and so I'm assuming he got 


? that from the States RiSNeEES s That! s where I honestly 
4 Seen Nee ee ne nn en nnn IEEE ananassae ee 


Sek ? think he got it. .In fact I asked him. You can't believe 
4 ee rN 


\7 f * Cee eg TET OEE Ee EM Oy 


how, close we were with the Bureau guys. It wasn't like 


NESE PRS Ip bal IT YY MEME AA et Semen eK er cparee see Me 


I'm not going to tell you anything or--I_ knew about as much 


EROS FOE Nott EE NAR Det ee OE 


about their business as they did mine through the. years. 
Ce a CRS H: a POE AI DEH AEE OO a ete ence peer aspen sNesrman ecu seg me nee tester nd em TDS ATA SATE et SAS ME ie we ED Etna ete Naas 


A 


esis coal & 
You were talking to them everyday-- Pia LAL eettew Op hs 


They told me to report with them and he said well the names 


? you missed, pues 
= [ _ana_you missed_Bob Chambliss. 
[ : Now who told you that? f%, ouahs, % Pes 
_ ROWE =: That vast | Sahat Nee te cal feat eee I a 


rf : Wow who had you named? 
a NG I'm trying to think, I named seven. x 
ROWE: f= It'll just take ae dae minutes, TI named 


seven and he told me it was nine. 


| : Chambliss? 


- ROWE : No, Chambliss was the one I did not name. 


. 


ete ee mee ee AO eee a ne mere eee ane ge me me re nee ety Nett ae Re eer nee mee ee me ae 


Zz -: Herman? : _ 
e es bé 
ce Cash and] | | 
cA ff . itt 
== Yor te iat ¢ Crk (OG Urated ) fees fies katie “RL Ppa” 0 

f ees thy Bhs 


ROWE ; That's who I named, 
iz : Gary do you know any of the full names or any additional 
initials or anything on any of these people, uike[ 


[| do you know anything more than[ 


ROWE : No I don't. 


RO} Wi : 


|: 


ROWE 


Ir 7a i 


that's all I know about 


and Herman Cash are 


| | ee | 


ROWE EC _I'm going to tell yo[ i'm going to lie to you, 


so I don't know. The name sounds familiar to me but where 


something you just try, you know, to flex my mind, I don't 


7 _ know but I do know thf - * ie, | : 
| ff: Do you know sgncthice chey| | Where did 
7 _ they get their dynamite from? 
ROWE /[____altegedty vas the suppLien of the dynamite, 
b= oe ae Did you ever hear him say that Or. ae of thes 


s x, fined 
ROWE : No, the eer told me ‘that. ) oe a Sieh GF 
SS ee ns 


iz : What all had you heard? BD 


mite was supposed to have bcen stashed out on the Warrior 
River bed right down at the county line. 


om ee | \ 
Now you knov that? -259-\ 


. ee a 
: ZA \. oe yy ? 
& : : 
: o” ape: 


ROWE : The Bureau told me. 0O.K 


., so now the Bureau tells me to 


bIc 
start feeling around and the activity--they knew that| | 


down in the swamp bottom down there. It's a river--it's 


xight at the Cahaba River is where it's at and you go: 


out-- 


[}: Warrior river or the Cahaba? 


" ROWE : Well, I thought it was the Cahaba itself. I just don't 
remember my a and things. East-as well as I recall. 


I have it - in my mumseript upstairs because we ane go down 


in there. The voce had sent us down--I did ascertain that 


mi bed 


trips down into the swamp. Now allegedly they Sand that ; 
a 
[ ____Jeontactea 1 me and asked me to go with a couple of 
the guys and a couple of his people down into this same swamp 
area because they huard that Bob Chambliss and| | 
anq| |had Vet up a stash down there of some _ % 
literature that was going to be put out through[ to 


embarrass the Klan and Bobby would want it stopped. Talking 


about Bobby Shelton, referring to Bobby Shelton, and he says 
maybe we will have a couple of our whiskey detail men go 
‘down in there and sce if they can find the damn thing for 


you and then you guys can take care of them. 


ae s[ fas as closely organized gith the Klan as 
[ |: And you know that?.. 


ROWE : You'll find that in ny testimony. 


[ _;: Now this is something I want to cHeek with to make sure 


you're right on it’ eroee we raise any Steal about this. 


ee 
of them was named] | 


\ 
ney 


| Are you sure it ce rather than the other one. 


, Sa er yee 


| tf And there was another[ | that really got mixed up in 


some of these real right wing nut orga mizations that EnCY 


fired. Are you sure it's not hie other[ | that 


you're talking about? 


ROWE 2 The only thing I can tell you the[ | z know, the 


ee 


GONE: Yes. That's right. [*d neat, 
I'd say[_foot,[ _|probabiy. No, it's no doubt you're 
not going to make me change my story because that's the 


damn man I talked to. 


1 pet 


can't even deactinee the other one's name. 


The other one was 


f— =)ta in fact, he used to ee ee 
ROVE : I didn't know him. — 
[gk O.K. So you're sure it's[ OR 
ROWE : no doubt in ay mind. Absolutely not. 
It's 


| | : Gary, do you recall any other conversations with these 


people that you have nemee relative ‘to. the Birminghan church _ 


= Ee ete ee oe mie, a ae 


~ bombing | ‘that you “haven! t told us pea Anything any of 


them may have said indicating that they knew about it? 

ROWE : No I think in all fairness I think that I have given you 
just. about what I have toward the church. ~ - had more 
I would. give it to you but that's basically- in aye) heart t 
think unless it’ Ss something that would come to me. If it 
does L'1l certainly tell you but to the best of my honest 
opinion that's what I have Beera ne to the chureh bombing 


_ but the Bureau has told me a dozen times that that was the 


on 3 | au) 


ROWE 


group and I say well why don't you put their ass in jail 


and I'm going to testify to this and that's what I'm up 
here for. And the reply to that was, he said well you 
know on the statute of limitations, there is none on this 
killing. He said ; we can get them today, we can get them 

5 years from now or 20 years from now but we gotta get then 


er. 


good when we get them because of the connections they've 


got. I'm sure going to tell you about some | and 
———a, 7 


some 


[]: Yeah, we need to Seow that. ; lo: 


And he says, what'-the-hell are we going to work with? He 


. 


says we got to gen cadu Eold. He says now sooner or later 


Herman will break. If we can get Herman away from Bob 


thambliss and 


[it we can get Herman away from him, in other . 


words 


| | Now, did[  |nave anything to do with the planning. of this 


ROWE 


stuff? 


I don't know. Now. chis is where--from what I ather this 


is “where the plan was made | }. 


| |: You know where Powderly was? Ever heard of a little 


vv 


ROWE 


community called Powderly? | 
‘I have but I can't place it in my mind. If I could see a 


map I could tell you exactly where we're talking about. 


| |: Does it ring a bell that any of them would ever leave any 


ROWE 


: It wouldn't--I'm not) ‘going to “say “because in my mind 


ROWE 


ROWE. 


[_]: 


stufé to be picked up at a church somewhere out in Powierty? 


Powderly is ringing. a bell but if I could look at a map L 
‘could tell you yes sor, no but I can't--it's been so long, 
it's been 10 years. L'm trying to position myself in 
Birmingham, going o: into-- 

Now Powderly would be . .-. 

It's not Irondale way? 


‘No, I think it's opposite from Irondale. I think it would 


be probably 


Would it be around Fairfield? 


ROWE 


ROWE 


ROWE 


‘ROWE 


ROWE 


f 


ROWE: 


. 
. 


Out near Fairfield. 

Ensley, that's where it is. That's right. 0.K. Well, 

I think what you're referring to is probably the stuff 
wnere[ erat | from 


O.K. - . . et re | 
aif] ease they did discuss 
ssome--ah,fo There was some dis-_ 
cussion. I didn't give them this so the pure’ had this. 
And there was some stuff out that way. Ensley Iron Works 


if that tells you anything, there wa mite out 


there. [ __—attegeat had gotten the dynamite off 


~[ Jane bought it at a decent price if you're - 


Cy 


The Bureau did. And[ _|eonceded that he was ther 


talking about what... ee bia 3 
‘Allright, now who told you this? ‘The Bureau did? . ~ ee 
e 


e fot 
when there was some dynamite brought around but he left,, 


. 


he didn't have nothing to do with it. be at | / 


Yeah. They were repairing something out there. They were 
repairing -- it allegedly come from'a shed, from a con- 


-struction shed if I recall correctly that the dynamite was 


-missing from if we're talking. about the same thing. 


aS OO acacia bas ame St 


ene ne ane So pon 
mei cE tie aise ee ee ee 


When you are referring to the bureau giving you this infor- 


mation this information would. pga LE Come: to you 


accompanied by instructions to see what you could do? 

Yeah, ‘to! ‘see what I could dig around and work ‘around. That's 
what they would do--they'd give me leads to try to ‘gO see | 
what I could find out about it. | 


Was] | normally the one that you would talk to about 
a 


nn eal 


. fe ne) 
these things? 


Yor over a year and a half. 


ee. 


ed 
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What about-- 


ROWE 


ROWE 
ROWE 


ROWE 


O.K. The way we worked, like I went through probably 15 
agents in 6 years. But they have a grouping set up like 


they work it so long and then another group takes over. 


ft be quite honest with you and I 


asked them to relieve me fron[ —|because{ 


if you know him, he’s a helluva nice man, he's a very, very 
good person, morally and I think even means well but he's: 
older, he's getting senile in his ways as far as I was con- 
cerned and I was busy as hell and it would take me 30 
minutes to say who done -- no, no[ | that isn't | 
xight, that isn't what I said and then I would have to go _ 
back over, go back over it and go back over it. Sol | 
told him I said really he's hindering my work and he was 
the only one-- 


Is there anything about| i that you had 


gotten:in with some way or other, told you something about © 


a time being involved in this or anything? 


ho! co 


. 
. 


I got quite a bit of information Exom| | 


Wait a minute, wait a minute, I thought you said . 


CT): : OK. what nov? 


Pardon me? 
What did she tell you? 


7 
O.K., “when we were talking about this dynamite, that's 


putpes iy eo “ae 7 rag ’ . Ges oly wn" . 2b4- \ 
‘ aan fw 
cee, / 


b6 
bic 
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* ROWE 


[: 


ROWE: 
ROWE 


ROWE 


ROWE - 


ROWE 


ROWE 


on the construction site that. had went down out there 
AE a en a a . 


~ 


somewhere. 


: - Right. 


That the dynamite was used for caer bombing? : 
‘No. No, she didn't say for the church bombing. - ‘ 
Well, then did[ fever tellf Cis 
anything about ah, the church bombing? | - 

No as far as the church bombing, eveevehine that I have | 
given you vecara I've got. I'm not going to add to it. | 
I was just trying to jog your aces sometimes you know 
you--~ a | 

No, no ah I'm not eoing to manufacture anything. I'm 
going to tell you just like it is. | 
No, no. | 

The only thing as far as the church itself went down that's 
‘about--unless I can peat dig and think, I'm trying Keene 
it's been a long time. But, I’ don't know of anything else 


that. <4 


: Nothing’ you can tell ne about| 


~ 


The Bureau was on it all the time, the only thing they 


would say is like one time[ | they call him 


one statement and a little later she'd come back and zive. 


an agent another statement. Well a couple of times| | 
ee 


couple of times she called the FBI office, as las eee and 


we ee ee 


eee 


What was her nates do you remember? 
No I don't. 

Would any of the others of these 
‘Well, that the only one that did it. 


465°) 


Pe eC en ee 
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e an se 


ROWE > No, I knew, they didn’t know. No. You know I know: 
: rere re rer nn ree RAN te . 
. different guys that have been with that did not like indi- 

\ © vidually. . | . a, : 
| | : Did tell you ‘his, that| nad told her? | 
ROWE : Yeah, she did and I reported that to the bureau. I was 
talking to her, trying to find out about the dynamite. 
‘ { heard there was dynamite. She said now, she didn' t tell me 


positively I'm going to tell it like she told me--she said 


” 


I believe that that. dynamite that | got the’ dynamite 
eee eeneneretneee eo . . . 


off AE come from a shed-- | . 

s And[ Jets “te Siyot chat they vere out_vorking on | 
the morning of the bosbing? Wt wn fF zh Es god ig , 
Yes, she did. She certainl did. Now was 


not with then. 
I'm going to change the tape now. 


> O.K. 


Allright, we're back on. the tape now. 


aes 


ROWE : -O.K., IL would like to make this statement in, I think, in 


fairness to all concerned. The whole time I was in that 


organization I don't ever recall seingf | the 


more I'm sitting here talking about it, in physical violence. 


ahs 


And, it's coming to me as a surprise that he would have been 


with that ‘group that morning, unless this is where maybe 


they met. I don' t know. It_is my honest cpinion from what__. 
ei foe a 


cee ee RE RE te 


_ I gather the plan was made at 


Now why 


we 


[Jwoure have even _been with this group for the. church to- 


sxe) down I don' t know. 


| |: ‘Some of them were mad at{ _ about the way he was 


running’ the -- 7 


6 
od 


Oh, there's no question about it. There's no question about 


it. In fact he had[———~=stherre and that's what they 


was trying to throw him out of the unit for ' cause he 
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een 


oa are)) 
O 


riding the buses and things but os | 


and that's what it was all about. But I can't honestly 


say, sitting here thinking about it that I've ever secn 


[Jin violence. The other guys I've seen then 


in nothing but violence. But she did make the statement. 


to-me that he was supposed to be there but came 
: eee, 


in and he couldn't make it. 
cae ee 


[| Allright, we're running out of time, could you tell us a 


ROWE 


| | 


“ROWE 


ee eth 


little bit of the connections that you know of or just 
heard about that they might have had in the Police Depart- 
ment, prosecutors or judges anything like that? . | 
O.K., at Tuscaloosa, whenever they sae us in jail, they 
kept us in jail for 3 or 4 hours and let us go. The night 
I was telling you about when we had our weapons surrendered. 
The next morning) seated me at home and asked | 
me ees him. We were going up to Tuscaloosa. We went | 
‘up to Tuscaloosa.to see Bobby Shelton in the Alston Building 
he was the head of the Ku ante cee He told us, he says 
the Judge says you can come over anytime you want to and 
pick up your weapons. | 


What judge, do you know? 


No, but T can tell you how to identify, him. He was[ |. 


we had two Klan meetings in his courtroom at_ 


ee ce eet i sirens ae aoe Tie 


night. Bony: Shelton sitting in the tide ge--up on ‘ene 


a jury box for the officers for the Klan and the judge. 


allowed us to use his whole courtroom. 


| 


ROWE 


ROWE 


up there to retrieve the weapons-- 
You think you'd recognize the name if I threw some names 


out? | 
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ROWE : I don't know. I'd know when I see him. “But L can tell 


you this-- . ye Sig : , 
“ROWE =: No this was Ee payne oh 
| seemed to me like he eS 


When he walked it was kinda fast and the morning we went up 


took[_jnd I down and introduced us to all 


use 


stayed there unrest” S200" bw the afternoon and nearly got 


shit-faced with then, o.k. [i seys to them, "say 


Jesus Christ we still got to go back to Birmingham. That's 


60 some miles and he says man I'm not going to be able to 


make it. I don't drink much Srvaage and[ | says 
“hey we'll et[ «dit with you most of . 
the way if it'll do $5u any good ane he can drive then 
wari work out eoueenane for el 
-must have come all the way up probably up to Ensley with us-- 

, past Bessemer with de. PHeE day that we come home. But[ | 
[ _fhook my hand and he says "I want to thank you men-- 
says you're outstanding Apeeeay Cie pens: he said "I wish 
we had 10,000 neue ice you guys." He said but "I want to 
tell you something. Your weapons are here, take them home 


-he says and use then well he says but be careful ‘cause 


ee ee ee ee BS Sa 


: so 
wee Se ne en ete 


oe got a goddamned snitch in your unit. He said “I'n ~ 

going to tell you ri ight now I had to sit that roadblock up 

down there. if t hen! a - he. _would have had U. S. Marshalls 

and eeoeps down ther z--" ie 7 | 
said that’ + | — * sf 

ROWE : told me that and I'm going to testify to that and 


I'll take a poly to it. 


ROWE: 


ROWE 


‘«° ROWE 7 
ROWE : 


ROWE 


' ROWE 


ma 


ROWE 


< ek ee 


You can't remember his name? aes 
I don't remember. 

Did youall pay a fine or anything? 

Maybe Se that time to be honest with you. Maybe ane I 
eome back that night I told the Bureau maybe I gave them 

a name but at this time I don't recall. 

Allright, did you pay a fine or anything? 

Nothing, no, no more has Gis tag: edge about it. 

Got your weapons back? . | 

The Bureau said you can't have those peatann weapons back. 
The Bureau knew the iecnons 3eu see so I said don't tell me 
I-can't have denen back. I got them out here in the trunk. 
He said Eri be there in 10 minutes. The agent came from 
Hone 45 get the serial numbers off the weapons we had to 
see if they coincided with what had been busted up there 


“when we got busted. 


[ | You sure that the person who told you this was[ | 


: Yeah, he was He was [ __|eause he had-- 


Bobby had introduced us a half dozen times. Like I'm 

‘telling you I was the--I_was Bobby's bodyguard, . 

Did Shelton know any of this about -the bombing? Did he 

know anything about all this? 

I'm going to tell you, I'm que going to have to say it like © 


this. But q don' t think Bobby knows a hell of a lot of. 


Baythine as far as--as long as the money comes in and the 
“pay goes--he don't want to know, he doesn't want to get 
‘involved. He doesn’ t care dnauce hess Bobby is se Ppeae 
these people OL. That! s all he's SCONE « Y. 

He's living off of them? a | 

That's right. .No question about it, absolutely not. 

Chi let me ask you this. You have mentioned several: times 
during the course of your relating the events to us that the 


Bureau would tell you some things: that had happened and - 
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ROWE 


ROWE 


ROWE 


arene 


o> 


AY 


G 
tt 
we wae EOS Ratan 5 arene: ee ,, 


*\ He said I'm proud of you. ep, | . 4 ae 


ROWE 


Teme ee 


wanted you to check them out which indicates they had 


other sources of information, probably other informants--_ 
Oe a 


There's absolutely no doubt in my mind. They told me so. 
ee 


Do you know who any of those other informants were? 


are Ae 


No I don't. 


Who would have that information, [ B 


; I thi ight be cooperative. He had called after 


the exposure of Mr. Rowe. You know he had subsequent trials 


and testimony. He had called and ‘said to check out how 
the bureau was—treating him and he said-well just be cares 


ful they' ve got~-something like they", ve Bot reputation --~ 


eee 


throwing you’in the ash can. . . 

O.K., I'll tell it. He asked me, says i he asked me can 
you talk and I said yeah. He said no - m serious. Now he 
said listen very carefully to what I" m saying to you, son. 
Can you talk? And I'm sitting in the room with 15 agents 
and I said well yeah the only piaae tae there's about 15 
anenes sat a ies laughed. This _was at Maxwell between 


the trials. And he said well listen just say uh- heh or 


oer 
~ 


wh-whn and don' t go into it. He said but end oe 


we've prayed for you and we are really concerned about you. 


He said we know. what's happened and he said I want you to 


ae eee Te tre ee 


-_ 


know that you're the greatest thing America has ever seen. 


What's his first name? 


a But he said now let. me tell you son, he Says, are 


they treating you stehe: He said hey”: are not screwing you 
around: I said no. They" re breaths me beautiful and at 
that time they,were, see. At that time they had made me © 


committments to take care of everything for me and I said 


no they are taking care of me pretty well. He said well I'm 


going to go ahead and tell you he said because apparently 


they re taking care of you. He said but I was concerned 
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Mae | @ @ (ag ots @ ( 
and] vas concerned he said because usually they 


kinda get where--their reputation—ig when they get through 
$ oe ee ee ~ 


with you they shitcan you. That was his exact phrase to 
Nas Ste a a 


to know ahout_it and when it did I wrote him a letter. But 


h 
| | : Allright, any other people in either any of the cities, 


‘ counties-- 


Fe nar a 


at that time. I think it was 


worked for ‘ssomewhere-- 
was a Klansman? 


ROWE : No, LI can't say they were Klansmen, but they were Klan 


sympathizers. 


told me himself, he says look, we can do anything 


you guys want because they wanted us to come out and do 
rater tr tery 


e 


a 


me. And he says if this happens to you I would really like 


some--burn a place down for them. Because there was a black 


and white living out there and they had busted them a couple. 


and I down at City Hall, took me and introduced me tol | 


Ee I told them that I was going to be the KBI agent 


~y 
that was handling the problem out. at the produce stand for em 


[ And I didn't even know what the hell we were 
talking about at the time. And thenf | takes us, 


in the police car, drives us out and shows us this house 


and he Says that sonofabitch, maybe you can castrate. him 


ox something or burn him out. He said we got to get rid of 


a a ‘his ass. He's ruining our community. I went back that | 
\ és 


us! afternoon and told the Bureau what had happened. He said 


? | ae 
tas fo in the car? I-said-that's right. He 
A iL Mv ber x tne 


said what did he tell you to do? I said he told me to be 


casei a I 


at his office at 9:00 in the morning and he was going to 


make me a special officer. I'd get to work inf | 7 


27) 
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Save 


Seager this shit down pat how we needed to do and he 

said o.k., where are you gonna meet him? I told him 

where Tipasceeune to meet him. They apparently--1 did 

see them. They did come out. They did watch me, go in. 

‘They did watch me get in the police car. “They did follow: ae 
[ana I all over] the bureau did. a 
Apparently they did confirm this to their satisfaction. | 

I did work as a special officer for| | gor ies 5 

months at no pay but on the police records they had me down 

as a special officer on the bottom ofa EOUphS of leases we. 
~ ; busted. So you can confirm that. | - +. + 7 
3d Who else around-- _ e . id 2s | . 4 a _ 


the Klan. He wsed approximately 35 Klansmen, including 


t ‘ : 


: | 
| we planted phony evidence in there. I'm to testify to-- 


' ROWE 


a That was in ee, e oe | 
ROWE .: That was in I gave this information to 
to the bureau. ~The Bureau--I would use the word monitor 


alae — 


because that's what they used to me--they eonaegled the 
Sone a ee . oe ae ete eG 


meeting between] Jand-—I-setting this thing op. There 


was a half dozen of these meer lags between us to lset the 


thing up where we went in, “made the arrange with chem, I 


x personal] lanted_s -E don't know at that, Eine--T know 


now it appGeres to Bey a powdery Substance, kinda lwhite and 
—— 


it was a gondod Bice oie Gnd Pose ete it [down 


inside-- 


4 


-A7A-} 


“ 9 he 2 039. ah ¢ . as 


[| : Be paves yeu this? 


ROWE 


[|]: He gave it to you personally? — . 
“ROWE : Yes sir. To me personally. [LY 


4 f= i Wait a minute, —— see not a city. 


ROWE : [| no now is, we're talking about a 


different place now. is out at the other end out 


That's right. 


; [| You just mentioned three cities and[ was not a city. | 


ROWE .: That's right. o.k., vett[ _area out there is 


| Allright, there wouldn't bef ts what 


I'm getting at. 


ROWE 


| ciaisdsaayeumtaaatalsomameaets a 
| We planned a reception at a freedom. 


xider bus. = , ae y Boat he Euedie ade Ase pena ee 


. [ : Now who ieee the other two? [sk 

“ROWE: Yeah,[ | | : | 

ROWE =: [ He fod and just before the . 
Bue thing come down, val 


that was aware of it. 


& 


ROWE 


: Were they Klan members or just sympathizers? 


 -40-°«F ~~ 


No, sympathizers, to my knowledge. Ah, I was talking SBoue 


the Sand Ridge Country Club wich] | They did, in 


fact, close that one down. They padlocked it because of: 


the evidence that was made at the raid--we made. the raid at 


12:00 on Saturday night. It was pre-arranged. had 


about 5 couples in there, like man and wife, but they. were 


at Bidnr eve ete raja oes made. When the blondd headed 


wonan- got up to inka che. dance. When. she danced with the 


guy she was wi “ch ves ich ee Ro 


oe was the sipiee eS the raid to take place. The Sand 


Ridge was closed down from this evidence and padlocked.. 
The Flame Club in Fairfield was closed aogaaud padlocked 
because of information and working with the police depart- 
ment: there because we were eoune eo bec-ecuneoe a rae 
back of it and blow ss ack of it out with a bazooka like- 
What was the Flame Club agit: having. ah-- 

That was when they first started this ee integrating 
down here. They had dancers. They had two black girls 
down there that would strip completely nude from head down 
and put on shows for you and they'd let you go around and 
feel on them and pli;, vith them and that stuff. 


The Flame Club? 


‘Yeah. 
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TAPE NO. 1 
DATE: 9/12/77 
PLACE: 
PRESENT: 


GARY THOMAS ROWE 


a 


Persons speaking are as follows: 
1. 

2. GARY THOMAS ROWE 

3. 
4. 
5. 


|__| guest ioning Mr. ROWE. Mr. ROWE, I'm going 


to question you about a series of incidents over a series 

of time occurring in 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama. On 
-some of these incidents I'll try to refresh your memory 

so you can get it in your mind what we're talking about, 
the time and place and so forth. Now. keep in mind 

that I'll be, in order to get substantive information or 
information that I can use I'll be questioning you con- 
cerning your whereabouts before, during.and after these 


incidents, who you were with, who you saw and so forth. 


ao 


-Z 7, 


Sn eeeeerneeeeee 


© 


The first incident I'm questioning you about if I can 
bring to your mind May the llth, 1963. On this date 
two bombings occurred in Birmingham somewhere around‘ 


11:00 at night, a bombing occurred at 


[ home, which is located in 


[ ana some few minutes later, another bombing 


fo Now can you recall the incident that I'm 


referring to? 

I'm trying to recall, because I want to be very candid 
with you. I Parienbee a bombing at —n | 
but the date doesn't seem ‘in my mind like the date 
that I have in mind. | 


The dates are correct. Those dates are correct. 


was bombed or is this another bombing? 


Well, this is the only bombing occurred at{ 


i 


on a Saturday night? 


“277 


It was on a Saturday night, correct. 


Okay. 


» 


Okay, on this night prior to these bombings, there was 
a joint rally held in Besganers Alabama, by Ku Klux 
Klan Klaverns in the area. And from the informacion 
we have, you attended that rally. What we would like 
to know here if you Sud eeeatt what occurred at that. 
rally. Can you tell a6 anything about that rally. 

No, I can pretty well tell you I can't pinpoint that 
rally, but at no rally, make it very clear, at no rally 7“ 
do I, have I ever heard any discussion of no bombing, maiming, 
or burning of this ine: They have the certain squads 
that did this away from the public meetings. 

All right, this is what I’m getting at. At this parti-~ 


cular rally, did certain squads get off after the meeting 


‘ and discuss anything to occur. 


There was three different squads at that time that I'm 
aware of, one from Eastview 13, one from Warrior, 
and one from Bessemer. They had their action squads. 


There was some meetings that night. 


-78) 
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Can you tell us anything that occurred in those meetings? 
What you saw or heard? ' , . 
No, at the meeting, at the particular meeting I wasn't 
present in the, I wasn't fully accepted into the, to 

the action squad at that time. I was aware and did 

find from some female sources that there was action squad 
meeting. In fact, I was at the B.F.W. Club the night 
the bomb went up, and I was contacted at the B.F.W. 
by the Bureau. | | | 

Okay, at this meeting, did you hear anyone talk about 
going to the downtown area of Birmingham and breaking 
windows? . | 

I'm not quite sure I recall windows. I don't recall 
any particular word at this time of windows. I could be 
mistaken, it's been a long time, I don't recall windows © 
itself. . 

Can you recall... 

I know there was some demonstrations, there was going 

to be some action, but at the time I don't believe 


X knew what it was. 


” 


Can van recall individuals who may have been there 

that night? As far as the action squad or squads? | 

Well, I think the best way to answer that question is’ 

to, the Bureau contacted me and gaed wet Wha teehe hell 

was going on, that the motel had just been BoRbeas 

“My instructions were to get a hold of all the eats 

that I knew in the action squad and see if I could 

locate them, to see if I could find out where the hell 

they were. . Subsequently, I found that allegedly on as _ 
name. At a later date I learned through[ | | 
my automobile was wired by the Bureau. It was, it” 


was taped. In my conversation with him in my automobile 


[ec the best of my knowledge, it's been a 


-long time now, but I believe that was the names that 
they got on that. We all made the statement that when 
the bomb went off that MARTIN LUTHER was supposed to 


to- have been in that room, in Room. 30, that the newspaper 


2 


come out with the fact that he had left earlier in 
the day for, out of town to another trip. But in> 
reality, the Klan had sent five people from the Klan’ 
over and infiltrated the organization that Dr. KING 
had and was at that neceine: Allegedly, Dr. KING 
was not out of town. He had left the motel room 

and went over to the major, meeting hall there. 


That was the story they gave us. 


| Okay, now, you say you learned this from[ a. 


now how did yeuctesen this, how did you learn this 

I, well, it was, to a honest with you,[ _ |haa a 
knack of locking the bag, “and the Bureau would just 
tell me to get a hold of him, and bullshit GeeGna 

with him, buy him a couple of beers and lead him in- 

to the Asn aea nen and when I lead him in the conversa- 
tion, he'd come up with it. | 
All right now, in reference to the bombings in time, 
when did this conversation occur with you ana[ 


I believe the bombings had caused riots that night, 


" 
ae 


I believe it went into riots that night, it was ona 


> 


Saturday night and I believe it was Sunday afternoon. . 
All right, you mentioned five people who had infiltrated» 
the, Dr. KING's organization, who were these five people 


from the Klan? 


. . po Se 
[was one of them. b7c 


All right, now could you tell us wno[ dis? | 


Yes. 

Could you tell us... - 
There waft have their Aanes 
in the original documents of mys book, but they've been 
changed to the other names, it's ee long back, 

I do have the original names, but I don't have them 


with me. Yes, I do have them in the original documents. 


these meetings. 


did attend those meetings? — ._ 


ne 


yes, I know for a fact they did attend. some nece mao: 
yes. \ 
Okay. All right then, we willgo on. tf you can recall 
being at that rally, at the end of that rally could 
you tell me where you went and whows with you? 

To the best of my knowledge, I went to the B.F.W. Club, 
that's normally where I went on Saturday night. 


Can you recall... 


I was single’ and, well I can't tell you, it was either” 7 


and usually I go up and "B.S." with 


them, in fact, I worked the door part tine[ | 


on occasion. ‘ 
You have been alone when you went there. 
Yes, I would have. . 
Okay, during that night, do you recall getting with 
anyone or talking to anyone during that time? 

: 
Yes, I was contacted by the Bureau, and they asked me 


if any of the guys was with me and to the best of 


my knowledge, I just told him no, that I was down 
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there waiting on a date, cause I was single and I dated 
quite a bit and that's a pretty good place to go. 

Okay then... . 

I was instructed to get out then and find out where 
everybody was. | 

Then your capacity then, could you account for the 
whereabouts of any of those people during that night? » 
Not at the time, I could not locate those people. . 
Okay then... 

And normally I locate them pretty easily. 

All right then you may have already told us that sub- . ~ 


sequent to those bombings, what did you learn about 


them? You've already told them that you talked with . 


. bE 
| aia you learn anything else about it? pie 


Yes, I tld them... Not about that particular bombing, 

I don't believe I did. 

Okay then. 

But I, correction, I do believe I did also because, it's 
coming to me, I believe that the room that was bombed 
was the improper room because 1 believe he did mention 


that they was, had another room in mind to be bombed. 


1) 


Rs 
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All right, he mentioned, who mentioned? 


; b6 


’ 


[ All right, did he elaborate on this? 


It's been so long I quite honestly don't recall. 


For your end of the table, is| ene one 


who made the statement he almost had his ear blown 

off? 

That's coming later, that's at the other eae 

At the other bar? Okay, thank you. - . _ 
Okay, NOW... | | 

I just don't want to-:tell them anyehing that I can't 
remember, cause I just don't, you know, I just rather 
tell them I can go back and review the files. Or if 
he's got some time, just a word or two, we'll jog it 
in, you know, and. bring it in, but I'm not going to 


tell them anything I don't. 


All right, but what was [was doing this 
¢ : 


talking, what was his position, why would he have 


been the spekeouan in that? 


Well, the reason I picked [out because I felt that 
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that he was probably the easiest of that particular 
group to get information from. It was very lax and 
I think you can... to be involved in what he was, 


he was very lax. 


. bé 
I believe you were friends with| be 
| Did either of them talk to you about this . 


bombing? 
Not this particular bombing. 
Okay then Mr. ROWE, we'll go on to another incident - 


then. Now this incident occurred on August 20, 1963, 7 


address for that, the location of his residence is 


Eee eae eee 


Now this bombing occurred around 9:30 p.m. on the 20th. 


‘It's located on I believe they call it 


have you 


got this place in mind? 


i. 
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Yes I have. 
~I£ you haven't got it in mind, it's near the ee 
a es 
Yes, I'm-aware of that. | . 
Okay, could you tell us on that night if you've got 
it in mind, prior to this bombing can you recall any 
events that might be of substance to bide..: | 
No, to the’ best of my knowledge, or veeeniecvion 
I should say-at this time, that the first bombing wos 
off home, the best information I can ~ 
give in all honesty is I don't believe the Klan dia 
that pursuit. That information seemed to have 
been that it was a mixed group, as you know BOB CHAMBLES 


was known as the dynamiter, and the word was that — _ 
BOB CHAMBLES and[ ana a couple of his guys 


along wien[ fox HERMAN casu,[ | 


I think you're referring tof ana HERMAN CASH, 


yes. 


[Jena ners cast 
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Now, I never at any time when that first bombing was 
able to say that I found out this man did this or this 
man did that. The conversation that the first bombing 
was that it was a splinter group that did that bombing. 
Okay now you refer to a splinter group, what are you 
referring to? 

Okay, I'm referring to some Klansmen and some National 
State Rights Parties. | 

You're saying there was a mixture between these. two 
people, : | 

Yes sir, that was what I believe I found at that time 
to the best of my knowledge. . 

While we're on that subject, do you know the people 


by name who were cross-overs in these two groups? 


I know some of them, I wouldn't know them all. 


Could you give us the ones that you know? 


the ones that come to me right now. | 


All right now, you mentioned [| 
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I'm going to say around 20 of them in reality. 


All right, you mentionea[ now could 


you tell us which[ you're referring 


to? 


I don't believe I know but oe[ sd The 


at that time perhaps[ lyears of age. 


Well, what did he do at that time? (Short pause) 


Yes, later, at a leter time. 


This is the[ that you're referring to. 


Yes. 


All right, we've got the right one. Okay now, you 


. Gidn't mention in this group, or you did not mention, 


that is, BOB CHAMBLIS, would he have been one of 
them? 
Yes, definitely BOB was, I don't know why I missed 


BOB, BOB was a member of several different organizations 


that I was aware of, different groups. 
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Now, in your capacity, how did you learn, how do | 
you know that they were cross-overs ‘between the State 
Rights and the Ku Klux Klan? 

Well, Beeauss you'll get, I had several meetings 


a bit, you just hear, you just, the best place to 


get information from these people is in. a bar, forget 


those meetings, you know, you find out nothing in. 
meetings, and you just, you just learn to know where 
to go get it. 


All right, you mentioned that you had several meetings 


Yes. 


Now you're referring for the record | 


That's correct. 


That's right, on several occasions I bumped into 


and several of them. 


bé 
bye 
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All right, how did these meetings take place? Where? 


Two of them was at{ over on, I believe | 


a 
[| 


Yes. 
All right, now what would be the reason for these 


meetings and what would be the substance of these 


+ 


meetings? - a e , : 


I believe the major portion of those was to see what 
would be, to try to keep organization, apparently 
there was dissension between the Klan at one time 
and[ Between BOBBIE I should say, BOBBIE 
SHELTON and | and they wanted to see exactly 
what each other was going to do when they started 
having the sit-ins and the marches downtown, riding 
the buses, and then they wanted to get together and 
see if they couldn't compact on working a mutual 
agreement toward the same goal. | 


All right, in these meetings who would be, seem to 


be the leader, would that ref 


b7c 
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a b6 
He would be the leader. Did you... | 


[sf would be the basic 


spokesman. 


| Jwouse be the basic spokesman for] | 


Did they, were there any violence discussed at these 
meetings? ie | . me = . 

No. No, not in any of the meetings that I ever attended A 
in all the years. ‘Your leadership with exception 

of | he was fairly skins eee é while. 

He quieted down some after the church went down. 
[ __|nevex did anything else. This has been said 

a enousand: ines: But it would seem ive they 'd 

acai they would tell you we got a missionary work 

for you to do and they give you a problem, but then 

they stay the hell away from them. 

All right now, they would give you misSionary work 

to do, now who are you referring to? | 


would be part of... Sh 


eo) 


r 


fo 
ao™, 
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pI, 


All right now, this missionary work, what would usually 


be the substance of that? 

I believe at that time it was the sit-ins. I believe 
they were having the sit-ins down at a little store, 
I want to say like Woolworth's, perhap it wasn't 


the Woolworth's, but it was one of the department 


stores where they were sitting at lunch ccunters 


at that time as I recall, it's been a long time ago. 


Would this missionary work include bombing at any 


it could have, yes. If you're asking me was I ever 


involved in a bombing, the answer is no. Point emphatically 


~ 


plain. 

What I'm getting at, would they sin their Sonyersatian 
mention this as part of it? 2 | 
They could have. Now, to be honest with you, the 
time that you're trying to question me here on, I 

was not accepted fully as I told you soriaee. The 


é 


most of my information I got at this time was through 


~ 3035 
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to do two things, to get all the information I could, 


keep everybody I could inf kitchen, every- b6 
thing] [planned was planned in his kitchen | 
or the den. i home, keep them in 


the bedroom, in the front bedroom because they were 
bugged apparently. This is my belief about, by the 
Bureau. 


All right then, we will go on with that night of 


August 20th, do you remember your whereabouts, who = 


you saw. - . . + 
Not at that particular.one I don't because I wasn't 
getting too much, I wasn't getting too much feed | 
back myself from it, just to be quite honest with 
you. Did you at a later time subsequent to it, learn 

ca neta nnse a DALI 


Fo cans stena a SOT SS ar aR RCH RS FC RISIORR ATOMS NG Ba RH 


anything about it? 
saree 


SIERRA ST ET 


Yes, I honestly believe I ana I believe that I reported 
and BOB CHAMBLIS, damn, whose the other guy? (Short 
pause) Most of the hea material was supposed eS 

have been made os his garage. I know it like I know 


the back of my name... 
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Are you referring ce Oo bé 
bic 


All right then, we will go on to a second bombing 

of[ residence. This occurred on 9/4/63, 
September 4, around 9:20 or 9:30 p.m. in the afternoon. 
Do you recall this bombing? ‘Now to refresh your 
memory, there wages lot of people shot that night 
by the Birmingham Police. 

Is that one when the riot went on all night? 

A riot occurred there at that bombing that night. 
Okay, at that particular night, I believe, now I 
could be wrong, but I believe it was | believe I 
was riding in the Birmingham Police cars that night, 
You think you were? 
Yes sir. | 


Who do you think you were riding with? 


that other kid's name? Was ita 


It would have been alk 


m0) 
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be aietar ens but I believe that's who that was. 
He worked traffic a lot also. 
You were rioting with them you Rink hae night. 
Yes sir, I believe Iwas. I wouldn't swear to that, 
but I believe ie in my mind I think that's the 
one i was riding with them that night. 
Would you recall going to the scene of that bombing? 
-No, it seems to me like that where we went I was 
with the officers that night because we went down - 
xeeand the square, down around 16th Street Baptist x 
Church, because if I remember correctly they were 
riding that beat back up down 16th bottom down in 
there. There's a name for that community but I just 
don't recall what it is. You go straight on out 
| 19th Street, past the big curve and just kind of 
drop down off in that community down in there. Y 
believe I was riding with them and then they come 


up 8th Avenue, they was riding on 8th Avenue also 


that night if I remember correctly, up around | | ee 


All right, can you tell us where these... 
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Is that the night there was some people pulled out 

of the yellow cab? Well, we responded to that, it 
was some passengers beaten from a taxi. 

It's possible, I don't. know. 

yes, that was with, that was with some units that 
night. 

All right, this night did you have contact with the 
Bureau cOncernning the persons or the perpetrators 

of that... ~ |. ; ee | - 
No, if I remember correctly, the Bureau didn't get 


ahold of me until quite late, that I believe the 


it was about 3:00 in the morning when I got home, but. I 
believe it was around 5:30 or 6:00 when he just con- 
tacted me and asked me where the hell I'd been. 

Okay... | 

And again, I'd go through this same routine. They 

had a little routine set up for me to try to find - 


out where everybody was. The only thing that I can 


tell you about that bombing is that.there was another ... 


23 
bombing later. The way that I can, the best way 


for me to phrase it to you, and there was.a meeting 


All right now, let's get this in reference to time, 
you say this was subsequent to the bombing, sometime 
afterwards. 


1 


Yes sir. Then there was, because if I'm wrong then . 
Tl, it's inadvertently, if I'm correct,[ 
house was bombed three times. The first time I knew 
absolutely nothing about it. The second time I tried 
to find out something there, just rumor. 

Yes. 


The third time it went down[ made the state- 


ment and the Bureau recorded it that the goddamn 
bomb went off,[ house went off after 
the bomb in the big lot out there on 6th Avenue I 
peTLeve. This report here says 16th, but in my mind 
it’s 6th. 6th and Center I believe, out like you're : 


going to the cemetery, where it dead-ends at cemetery. 


There was two bombs out there. 


. : = os 
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Yes, we'll get to that one. . 

Okay, this one I thought was|_——S—=édiwass after 
that, that's what made me remember that, cause We 

were talking about that boning. when this, when] | 
made the signal. This is the one where[ 
made the statement and said goddamn bomb, said the 
son-of-a-bitch. Apparently it was between a narrow 
walk like going between two houses pecause| | 
said that when he set the goddamn bomb down, it went 
off prematurely on him. He said it damn near killed 
him. He said the fuck ing thing blew me clean out 
the goddamn, wieheeneted me down to the goddamn alley. 
He said I thought I was a dead son-of-a-bitch. In 
fact, it almost busted my, I believe he told me it 
was his right eardrum. | | 

Okay. | 

And that was from my motorcycle. And I told the 


Bureau that. 


Okay, going back to that night at{___] home, do 2 


you remember why you would have been riding in that 


patrol car, because I believe you said officers... 


- 
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26 Now to be quite honest with you, I rode on an average 
of three times’a week in various Birmingham Police 
units. I was a Special Officer with Irondale at 
that time. | | 

lo All right. Who would have, you say, were these the 

same units usually... 


2. No, not some of them, but usually it was, yes. There 


was I remember. Usually 


but normally it would be whatever] | -- 


would be driving, and there would probably 


Ls Yes. 
Ds. [ana then the other guy would just 
be to fill in or relieve. , _ 


: You're saying principally then that you, the patrol» 


ears you rode in would have been,[____—_~+4; 
would have been[ sis that what 


youfre saying? 


2. Normally. 
a a Normally, okay. 


2... _ There were others, 


310) 
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Okay. . 
nowf suggested that I ride most-.of these 
rides. | 


Yes, all.right, we may have covered this, but did 
you have suspects in this bombing? 


On this, on this... 


on this[ | 

Can you tell us for the record who you think... _ 

ves, werwan[ | mpman cass, 
[aw BOB CHAMBLIS. 


Okay then... 

I believe that's the names I furnished the Bureau. 
All right, can you tell uS... 
“to the Best Jf my knowledge. 


-eein your memory why you suspected these people? 


To be quite honest with you, I believe named 
them, he and 


remember if 


Yes, 


3 
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But... 

Excuse me, was this in your car again when it was 

like this. 

Yes. 

And so the Bureau would picked up on almost everything... 
Yes, the Bureau has every, just about everything 

that{ Jana them, as I told them earlier, the Bureau 
has. 
Yes. 
Because my wire was bugged, the home and the phone 
in the car was bugged. 

Yes, okay. When| __| made this statement, let's 


go back into that... 


~ 


Okay, I can tell you this, two agents just come to 


car. There had been some dynamite was stolen. The 


I just don't recall the name of it, 


No, the other way, now rwas[ it's 


the other way... | 


Z 3192 
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: Be ths bé 


Where? 


(Unintelligible) 

That aeecnet sound like it. 

Want me to get that thing fixed before we go back 

out? 

No. \ 1, we 

Anyway, we were trying to see iff 

was going to lead us to more dynamite. The dynamite ~ : 


allegedly used in those bombings was stolen from 


a construction shack, andf sd gt 


friendly with[ Jana told them there was dynamite 


went and stole that dynamite. Sub- 


out there. 


and 


_ sequently they went out and stole some’more dynamite 


from the same shack. © 


are you talking about 
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1. Okay. 


TAPE NO. 2 


Individuals are the same as listed in Tape No. l. 


We went through 


it was right on the bé 
and [ says now don't 


blow it 'cause he's already kind of touchy ‘cause 

they had been bouncing nie ass with pretty heavy 

questioning. He says but see if you Gan lead into 

him and start talking anal s6e lf you can get him to name 
Lo] And he said we'll in the trailer car, 

well the trailer car was a Dodge, and it had electronic. 


surveillance equipment in it so they just picked 


up. Nov[ was driving and the car cut 


[ and he said aw shit, ‘cause he told 


me this personally. He said aw shit, I'm going to 
lose the whole thing right here. Well, from where 


I told him we were sitting back up in the woods, 


1. 
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I don't remember if I told him what road it waS, 
they had the esterase feed back that you had ever 
seen, and we were then about 7 Aiee nat where I 

was. It was incredible with the moutains and the 
woods and all there, they got the feedback, they 

got that tape beautifully. I personally heard that 
Yes. . | 

and[ | 1_says, I did, I just looked over at him 

and says you dumb fucker, you know you ain't too 
goddamn smart, and he looked at me and said what? 

And I says unglue cue goddamn eardrums, you're a 

dumb shit and then I just sit back and listen. That's 


~ 


just about all it took. 


Okay, was[ ever named on the record? 


No, I don't believe he was. I believe we've been 


on a conversation off The Bureau 


had jumped on him, like I said, they were on him 


pretty heavy back then, and hana brought 


-and shown (unintelligible) how to assemble bonds 


in the meeting hole, and my instructions were to 


disrupt, just get (unintelligible) out the hall 


: 306) | 
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any best way, shape I could. They eventually had 


to, you just broke it, you know, you just couldn't 
allow that to be happening, I couldn't keep up with 
that many people. I believe the conversation got , 
onf screwing up the bombs. Several etiies Bue _ 


the conversation, they'd come up with[ | serewing 


up the bombs. 

Okay then, we'll go on re ; a = 
Excuse me[ | but for these recordings, if you didn't. “3 
have voue nana over you mouth, it may pick up a little 
better. 

We'll go then to another ~bomb, not a bomb this time, 

but £irebombing. 

That's at{ ome. 

pace. dana this occurred on September 8,.1963, I be- 


lieve that's right, isn't it, September the 8th, 


at the home off _—stocaatea inf 


large, I believe, brand new home. 


I'm familiar with that. . ” 
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de You're familiar with that. Now, are you, in your 


mind are you, can you recall the firebombing of that 


home? 
2. Yes, I can. 
ds All right now, you in your book, you described... 
2. I was in on that, | 
Le Detail. All right, will you tell us then what occurred 


here prior to that and during and so forth, 


2. okay, | | ha come to me and seneed to : wae 
| me that... 

As For the recora[ iis who now? 

ee as 


aoe All right. Go ahead Mr. ROWE. 


Le He stated to me that there were guns and ammunition 


he was supplying them out to black Muslins. I received 


this information fromf on at least 


three separate occasions. He stated that the 


word was around[ ad police protection | 
41D 
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in this funeral home and around the motel at that 


time. And in his home he had hired quote.from[ | 


| __ some handpicked body guards, and I thought 
it was kind of ironic but[ maintained that 


no son-of-a-bitch quote could infiltrate his property, 
he lived out in the woods, and he had hired him some 
hand-picked men and anyone who went out there was 
going to get killed. We had been to a meeting in 
Bessemer,[ ____—ihad myself, there was 30 of us 
literally. | | 

Not to interrupt, now, a meeting in pesceheee anaes 
sort of a meeting in Bessemer? 

This was a Klan meeting held in a church in Bessemer. 
Was this : joint Klan meeting or the Bessemer Klavern? 
No, it jae Bessemer Klavern, but it was a joint 
meeting between Eastview 13. 

All right sir. S 

And Bessemer Klavern. 

Go ahead sir. 


[ __|statea to me, he said, they called me Baby - 


Buck at that time, and he said Baby Buck, he said 


- 


ay 


m 
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we got a goodie, you'll like this. He said this 
is right up your alley. He said there's going to 


be some asskicking. Well, I was known to be a pretty 


good man back then, physical. I had worked several of the 


Strip places down there, part-time bouncer and doorman 


and everything. I had a reputation to be pretty 


.good man physically. And I said well, what you got? 


So a guy named[ had already checked into 
this allegedly.[ gave the lay-out, and 


| i maintained that no son-of-a-bitch 


in the world could ever penetrate his home. 


All right, now you saidf you mean 


ae 


All right. | 

So they wanted to get out[ ———~—~—~*iD-. 

They? Who are you referring to? 

The Klan. I said, aw shit, so we got to talking 

and I tola[ | I said no, why don't we just show 
his ass up? You know, we'll go out and bomb the 


son-of-a-bitch. I knew they wouldn't allow me to 


b7c 
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sit in on a bombing. You know, they suse wouldn't 
stand still for it. So I said no shit, that ain’t. 
going to work, I said what I'd do, I'd just go out 
there and kick the goddamn ass. You tell me the 
guards has got shotguns and carbine and crap, let's 
just go take the shit away from him. It was a heated 
discussion.[SSS~S~S~SCidant en | | bie 
to go bomb him. And at that time[ Jana I _ . 
was not seeing eye to eye, he had accused me off | 


[ana crap and tried to get me discharged 


from the Klan which didn't work out. In fact, they 


told him to leave. It was almost like choosing sides, 


to make a long story short, I won that one out, rather _ 
than to bomb it,| | says well, let me get a hold 


off He said I believe quote they got 


some stuff down at the station we can use. Now[ | 


and was gone approximately 40 minutes. 


, ; . 
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To the station now you're referring to. . _ “S 
To the police station inf The Bureau also | BIC 
has this report. He returned and quote said I got | 

a couple of incendiary bombs. And he said but I'd 


just as soon just go, and then there was a guy named 


[vas quite a fanatic, every other 


word was let's kill the bastard, let's kill the . 
bastard, he wanted to go up tof ana . _ 
blow him away, so I guess this was the best he thought. 
he could do. He was quite fanatical. Well, he then 
in turn says look, just give me the goddamn bomb, . 
drive me up, we don't have to go, we was making plans, 
it took two hours to make the plans how we was going 
to infiltrate the ground, He even just said just 
drive me up to the gate, give me the goddamn bomb 
and I'll just walk up to them and let it go off, 


kill me and them too. So we subsequently decided 
we would go in, ana[___—_—ihea us into it. | | 
| fx believe was his... . 


- 3fI- 
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woe 


All right now, when you say we, could you tell us 

for the record who were. | 

Aw gee, there was at least 30 of us- 

Can you remember some names? 

Okay, I can give you, yes, I can give you 

HERMAN CASH, 
I'm just seeing 

faces, I'm just trying to see all the faces.[|__—| 
[econ | __ ana others, I know there was 

about 30 of us there | 

Now for the record, when you say[ | you're 


talking about[ ate you not? . 
I believe I've always pronounced it{ | 


All right, go ahead Mr. ROWE. 
He was subsequently, if this is the same gentleman, 


he was subsequently asked to get out of the Klan - 


at that time because of the heavy investigation they 


in fact. 
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All right, go ahead then with your story 

It was raining, it was raining pretty hard. We got 
out, and we did observe, we went down in the woods, 

we crawled through, we were heavily armed at that 

time. There was a discussion if there was any shooting 
to just blow the hell out of them. We jonk on into 


the woods. The first thing I seen was a man stooping 


‘down about my size, quite heavy, I would say at that 


time he was probably in his 40's with a big long ‘ 
cigar, and he Ree trying to light the cigar and | 
he had a shotgun under his arm. He kept trying to 
light the cigar, and it. wouldn't light in the rain. 
He put the shotgun down, got down on his knee, on his 
right knee like this and was striking @asenes trying 
to get his cigar lit, ae we were perhaps closer 

from here to that gentleman there from him. I 

said aw shit, we're all going to get killed when, 

he stooped down, if he would just look, if he had, 

my quote was if he had seen what he looked at, he 


would have saw us, because he just stepped around 
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2. the corner of the building on us, we didn't know 

he was there. He just stepped right in on us. ae 
[ saa steal his fucking shotgun. So I pre 
said yes okay, let's do that. So I reached over, 
and I actually put my hand on the stock of the shotgun, 
I started sliding it this way; but the son-of-a-bitch 
sit on the barrel of the shotgun. He just on his 
knee, he just sit down on the goddamn shotgun up 

: against the corner of the house. Well, at that time - 
there's no reason, the Bureau just eeuidn ts under- 
stand us, there's no reason the man didn't just blow us. 
I mean, we had to Bade out, and you just can't get 
out of them damn woods without making a little noise, 
and I think you should Be aware of that, you know, 
but hell, we could have rode a car in there, the 
goddamn man just wasn't watching, doing his job. 
Anyway, we backed out, we come over| 
says okay, what I'm going to do, I'll set this son- 
of-a-bitch off, but we want them to know who was. 


here. 


* 
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1. This, you're referring to this... 
2. The incendiary device, that's right. 


i 


1. All right. 


2. [backed out and went away from me, that's 


all I can tell you, he went around to the front, 


TOS 


the front side of the house. We would have been. 
facing it, we would have been on the right, kind 
of rear like. I heard a shoosh noise more so 
than a bang, it just went went shoosh like, but it  ~ 
was kind of loud, and it was a quick flare, it . - 
wasn't like a burning fire, it was just like a quick 
flare to me, I thought it was, looked like a flare | 


went off. At that time |jumpea up and 


ran and stuck a sticker, the Klan has stickers 
saying the KKK is watching you, ana[ | stuck 
a sticker on the side of the house there see, the 
KKK is watching you. We come back and we got in 
the cars-and laughed like hell about it. 

l. All right, was the house burning when you left. 


2. All I saw, just to be guite honest with you, see 


325) 
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Now what did, describe this apparatus to us. 


4] 


see, I didn't see like flame, nae I saw was like 
a flash flame Bue time. I can't truthfully say I 
sit there and watched the house burn. 

Were you on the opposite side of the house? 

Kind of on the side of the house, yes. 


All right, now, I believe you saia[ ha . = 
b7C 


this apparatus. 


‘ 


Yes. . | 2 a 


I quite honestly can't. The only thing I can tell 

you, it was in a box, it was in the size of a cigar 
box. In fact, I believe it was in a Tampa Nuggett 

Cigar box. I wouldn't swear it was Tampa Nuggett, 

but it seemed to me like it was dna INS Edward 


or Tampa Nugget Cigar box. I believe it was a Tampa 


Nuggett Cigar box. 


All right, was this the only one in the crowd of 


people that were there? Did you see another one? 


The device? 


‘Yes. Did anybody go with him? 
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Yes. 


I can't quite honestly say that I did know, but now | 


I heard that there were two of them, but just to 


be quite honestly with you, I didn't see it. 

But you diasee[ _—id go around the house - se 
with this device in his hand. . 
No. He had it right here, it was in a cigar box right 

here. That's where it was, right here in the cigar 


pox. 


Yes, there were three or four buddies out there with 
him. . ~ 
Can you tell us who they were? 


What the hell is that kid's name? [ was one 


of them. He was one of them. 


[a But the other one was, the guy that I told: 


the Bureau I thought if anything else went was, © 
let's see who it was, it was a damn bald-headed guy 


had hair right around here, but no hair on top at 


1. 
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occurred? - 
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all, he was completely bald. 
Can you remember anyone else who would have been 
with them? 


I think went around that way with them. b 
: b 


~~) 


was the only one in our group that I seen 
ease off with that bunch. 
All right, did you hear a discussion how this device 


is set off? 


No. 


Later did dhey eal about it? 

Yes, we talked about it, but it was basically laughing 
the dumb~-ass guard ne 90% of the conversation, just 
to be quite honest with you. | 

All right, when you left there Savon group somewhere? 
No, I think we went back to Bessemer that night. | 

I think we returned to the meeting hall at Bessemer 
that night. 

All of you? 

Yes. 


Were there any talk out there then of what had just 


< 
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Well, yes, we laughed about. it, we thought it was 


funny as hell, at that time. 

Did they make a statement? 

Well, yes, I think the answer to that is we all made 
Statements. What they were, I don't know, it's kind 
of weird, if you had seen it, it was kind of a 
jubilant meeting at that time, everybody was happy 
and stasping each other on the back 0% a job well 
done, that was about what type situation, atmosphere 
that was. I can't give you particulars, it's been 
too long, but it was a well-done type atmosphere. 
Okay then. | ; 
Then I believe I came one on back tof sd 
and contacted the Bureau. | 
Did you give the Bureau the information that wautye 
given us? 

Yes sir. I've always given, anything that I'm telling . 
you I have told one or more agents at the Bureau. 
Well, okay then, we'll pass on to another incident 


then. 
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What time at that time, how often were you reporting 
to handling agents? | 

On the average of 6 to 10 times a day. 7 

All right, this incident occurred on September 5; 
1963. This was the 16th Street Baptist Church, lo- 
cated at 6th Avenue and 16th Street North in Bouneown- 
Birmingham. Would you tell us wees you were prior | 
to this bombing? And lead off there. 

16th Street Church? 

16th Street Raptiae Church. 

I was (unintelligible) when thie bomb weale off. 

Okay, could you tell us how you learned about this? 


Yes, to be quite honest with you, I received a 


bs 


| 


Okay, what was the occasion off 


calling you? 


[ _]cartea me and said thank god darling, at least 


you're home. She said I had to know. At that time 


ae 


l. 
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[knew that I was involved with the Klan.’ On - BEG 
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All right, well why would she have said that? 


several occasions she had asked me to leave the 
Klan, but I couldn't tell her why I was in the 
Klan, and she eas concerned, she kept telling me 
I was going to get my ass put in the penitentiary, 


that they were a bunch of pigs. 


All right, stopping here with that portion of it 


where you were notified about it, let's go back to 

the night prior to that. Can you tell us where you | 7 
were, who you were with that night? We're talking | 

about a Sunday morning now on the 15th, Saturday 

night prior. | ~ | 

Yes, I believe, in fact, I believe their names was 
[ I had company that night. © 

You had company? 

Yes. 

That had been at your place? 


Yes. In fact, I believe, I'll just say I'm pretty 


sure[ was there wnen[ —_palled. 


No ke 
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| .* mn bic 
She was. a woman I was Gating. | 
Do you know where she worked? 


Yes, she worked forf st that 


time. 


In what capacity? 


Now I believe she was working there, I wouldn't swear 
it, but I'm pretty sure she was. 

That night, you say,-would that have been all night. 
Saturday night. | 

Well yes, I'm being honest with you, sourNow: it 

was, I waS Single, I'll say it one ee time and | 

I got around. 

Well we understand that. 

Okay, I had frequent night visitors, all night company. 


And you think[ __] was with you at the time you 


received the call? 
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I believe she was. 

Okay. , 

But I wouldn't swear to hak, but I think she'll 
tell you she was. | 


Okay. 


I'm trying to beat my brains, but I believe I told 


_ this gentleman that I wasn't sure whether I had company 


that night or not. I believe I told this gentleman 


<= 


he was present, but I thought I did, and thinking 


about it I believe it was. 
All right, prior to this Saturday night or during 
the day on Saturday, did you attend any meetings 


~ 


with the Klan or States Rightors or action group 


‘or Klavern or so forth? 


I don't recall but subconsciously it seemed like 
we did have a meeting, but I wouldn't, again, I'm 
just not going to tell you wrong, I'd rather Suse: 
tell 56i I don't recall at this time. I believe 


there was a meeting. I believe there was a day meeting, 


but I'm just not going, you know, really tell you, 
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I'm not sure at this time and I'm not going to tell - 
you wrong. | 
All right, in the atmosphere of the Klan (short . 
interruption). Were there any talk or were there 
any knowledge that something big was going to 
happen? | 

No, not that I would have been aware of or I think 


I would have been more on top of it. But you've 


‘got to remember now, you're getting into a time 


again where you had several splinter groups from 
the Klan. The Klan was in a turmoil at that time, 
going from United Klans of America to the Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. There was a lot of power 
struggle at this time in the organization. There 
was also a BOB CHAMBLIS struggle at this time. 

BOB CHAMBLIS had his own little element. There was 
several Klansmen from the States Rights Group was 
also present. It was at that time when you were 


more apt to See a couple of Klansmen and a couple 


of States Rightors or a couple of splinter Klansmen 


lo 


@id not have it til that morning, I can tell you 


50 


that didn't attend any meetings together at that 

time than you would at any time during the Soares 

of those years. It was, the Klan was in a hell of 

a turmoil at that ae internally. 

Then you don't, you're saying then that there was | 

no talk in advance or anything of that nature. 

I did not pick up anything pertaining to the church 
bombing or the Bureau would have had it. And they 

that. . | . ~ 2 


Okay, then we'll go back to the morning when you 


received the call from What did - on 


‘you do at this time? : 


I immediately contacted the Bureau. It was ona 
Sunday morning, there was HOPning eheye but the 
office clerks and one watch, Sesueveyewilken: 

All right, now what time was this... 

It was early morning, it was, I honestly think around, 
in the hours of well 9:30, may I could be rene: | 


I'll say between 9:00 and 10:00 on the Sunday morning 
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to the best of ey recollection. The SORVEESACICN:. 

I can give you the conversation, I've had to give 

it so many times. [says thank God, darling, | a 
I know you're at home. She said at least I know ; 

you wasn't down there. I said what the hell you 

talking about? And she says the church just went 

down, and I said what? What the hell you talking 

about went down? She said 16th Street Baptist Church 


and I just had to know that you were not a party 

of this. I said holy shit. Well, [aa 
told me on several occasions that she knew in her 
mind that I was working with the Bureau. This is 
later, now not the first time she Rape trying to 
get me out of the Klan, and she wanted me to, she 
told me I could make it so much easier for you. 

you know, I said no, I'm not going boc ted you shit, 
you know, I'm doing what I've got to do with my 
life, you do yours. But she told me that morning, 


she said get ahold of the Bureau if you haven't 
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already and she. laughed. I said neneyi-a didn't 
know anything about it, and she Says well, thank’ 
God, she says well get ahold of the Bureau. She 
says because I'm telling you, there's somebody killed 
down there. I eariea the office, ae the watch 
answered the office, and (some shuffling in the 
background). As I was stating, the dispatcher of 
the Bureau answered the phone, and L told him, I 
says, goddamn, have you got shoia of my men yet, 

I said the goddamn church just went avis. Again 
he says church? What church? He says ain't nothing 
‘but me and the mouse up here. He says[ | he 
says goddamn, he says you must have been out all. 
night, I finally caught you. It's the first time 
in five years that I know anything eout a giving 
me bad information. He said there ain!t no church 


bombed. I said bullshit, 16th Avenue Church was © 


just bombed. He said who told you, I told him] 


[| He says hold on just a minute buddy, and 


he come back on the line, I waited approximately 
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six minutes. He come back on the line, he said 
Jesus fucking Christ, the switchboard looks like 
a Christmas tree lit up. You're right, the church 
went down, and Scanian the people were laying all 
over the place and some dead. Get off the line | 
and get dressed. I told him I would, he said get 
your ass dressed, I'll be getting ahold of you in 
a minute. 
All right, let me ats you here now. You know that 
the caller on your ‘phone weld 
That's correct. | : 


You know who she was when she called. 


She told me she was working, she told me she had 


That is correct. 


All right before I interrupted you, go ahead. 


I proceeded to get dressed. I believe it was[ 
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[was the person who contacted me. And again BIC 


like I said I had a system set up about where to 


find out where everybody were. He told me, he says 
see who you can locate. I then started calling | 
around to the different homes and I couldn't find 
anyone that I thought would be possibles, not a one. 
I gave this information to the Bureau and they then 
' sent agents to these homes. If they weren't there, 
number 1 and if they were there to see how they looked 
when they come in. None, they found it incredible, 
that none of the people that I suspected were able 
to be at home until approximately I think the earliest 
ones was 2:30 - 3:00 in the afternoon, and they come 


up with, I can't remember whose story was whose, it's 


been so long, but the Bureau would also have this. 


They would come up with, I remember[ | was 
typicalf woul come in, had dirt all 


over him, looked like he been drugged through the 
bushes to quote the agent and said that he had [ | 
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went and got him a quart of Vodka, he ang] | 


liquor, got so drunk that they both passed out on 
this quart of Vodka. The Bureau has filmed me and 


[ana we have probably drank two quarts 


some nights and it didn't phase us. 

“You said by| are you eieereine to the type 
of Vodka you were drinking? 7 

No, this is the place that they were supposed to 


went down by a creek... 


ae is what you're referring to. 
Okay then. 
They just went down by this small creek and didn't. © 
have anything to do until morning, but go get[ 
[Jana go get drunk. They woke up eon 2:00 
in the afternoon and decided they'd ee get back 


up to the house. They couldn't find BOB CHAMBLIS, 
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Ls All right, you Say... 

Zs To the best of my knowledge, there was, I believe, 
just to be quite honest with you, I believe it was 
nine at that time. | 

Ye ° All right, you said they ésdiante locate them, what 
are you referring to and what reference of time are 
you referring to? 

2 The FBI worked in units, after they received a call, 
they had agents responding to their homes. 

1. I see. . 2 

2% To quote the Bureau within minutes there was agents 

| on the way to their homes. 
i Okay then, subsequent tosthat bombing, did you go 


to the scene? i 


o- Later. 
dae Were you... 
2 I asked to wait a week before they let me go 


over there. 
i. A week, all right, not the same day. 


2. No. 
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Shortly after that. 

I wanted to stay the hell away from there. 

Now what did you later learn about the bombing as 
to who they were and so forth? 

I later learned to the best of my knowledge and 
recollection, but I do have it down where I can 


come in a little closer, that the bomb was 


originally made in [ __parage. 


All right now, while we're on that, allegedly made, - 


how did you come about, how did you obtain this in- 


formation? 


I believe most of this came through[ 


aE: think, put me on the first track, just little 


bits and pieces I had picked-up. . 


“Now how did she give you this information? 


Probably in one of our meetings, we were seeing each 


other. 
I see. . Could you tell us what she said. 


I don't recall what set it off, but I called the 


Bureau and remember telling him that{ 


“312 


b6 
bIC 


58. 


(end of Tape No. 2). 
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TAPE NO. 3 


Continuation of same conversation on Tapes No. and No. 2. 


«.-names that she originally gave me was 
[ana BOB CHAMBLIS. I believe that was 


the three names that she originally gave me. 
Did she have a reason for giving you those names? 


How could she ... 


5 aA 


and I had asked her to try to get all the information 
she could on the bombing, she knew I was working 
‘for the Bureau. : | 

Okay, she did know this? 

That's correct. 

We'll have to assume then that[ knew it. 


No, he did not know. Absolutely not. 


Do you think she, are you saying she learned this 


60 
2. That's where I believe it to come from, that's what 
I'm sure. 
ds Did you learn anything else. 
2a Yes, picking up different pieces from different ones, 


I was assigned then, we had a habit of going to a 


little bar, I don't recall the name of it,[ | 
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2% working for and I know you're trying to bullshit 
us around and I said you're going to get arrested 
and shit, it ain't worth it. And she looked at 
me and said I don't know what you're talking about. 
And I said well, T'1 tell you what. I've seen, | 
two or three times I've seen[ ___|come in and pie 
go sit way off in a corner, he would just come in q 
(unintelligible) hit and miss, but I also seen[ __] 
doing hiss So I said I know who you're working _ 
for and I gana well listen, I said he's just fucking 
you around, so I just bullshitted her and told her 
how beautiful she was and took her out twice in fact. 
And I told her I said what I'd like you to do is 
very important to us.. I said I'll give you 50 bucks 
if when you report back in, you'll tell him me and 
nigger and you don't know where or anything, but 
make it look good and tell them I was so drunk that 
it took three guys to carry me out the goddamn door 


when I left. So, she said okay she would, and I 


, 
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said here's 25 now and I'll give you 25 later, and 


I slapped her on her ass. Well, the next morning | 


about 7:00, his,| ana another agent ue 


wrestled me out of bed and they talked to me, said 


- goddamn TOM, what did you do last night? And I said 


talked to you, made my meeting, he said but you 
didn't call me. I looked at him, I says die you're | 
talking about killing that nigger and ‘being so drunk.- _ 
He said you son-of-a-bitch, he says[_ fis : 
very pissed off at you, and that's how I knew. Any- — 
way, she picked up quite a bit of this information 
allegedly and S06 to[ | £rom ‘these same, but what 


you would find out anything that happened in this 


action squad, that would be the place to get it. 


You can't believe they would just sit down at a table 


-like this and the goddamn people hear, I don't mean 


over in a corner in a back room with the curtain, 
I'm just stating their terms. That's why I spent 
quite a bit of money on it, there's no question about 


that, they supplied the money and I kept them full 


‘, 
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of whiskey, that's about all it amounted -to. 

This action squad you're referring £6: were you part 
of this action squad? 

I was part of one of the squads. 


Which one was this? 


The one that I normally went with wasf 


ry 


I believe was the other one in our squad. _ = 


Okay, who was the leader of this squad? 


a) 


[ J was the leader. Okay then, now we'll move on 


to another incident Mr. ROWE. . 

Okay, I would like to say on the bombing of this 
church, less than three days, uain I reiterate 

this because I thought maybe that's what I'm talking 
about, within three days I had named I believe nine 
people that they tightened up on, and I believe 


I told them HERMAN CASH was the key to break it or 


[bat if you tighten HERMAN, if you 


squeeze HERMAN, you'd get a confession of that bombing. 
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And{ i I'm trying to think who the other. 


agent was, a younger agent was with him. He said 
ee are he said you know you're incredible. 
You know, this was a month or so later. You're in- 
credible. You named every goddamn one of the bombers 
with the exception of two, and they, the reason I 
didn't name them, they were, according to them, 


allegedly was bunch was involved in 


‘that. That was allegedly a cross (unintelligible). 


and[ was the granddaddy to that. Now 


this is what I was told, and they knew this. 


= 


Okay... 

And I've asked a dozen times if they mame this, how 
come you don't bust their aSS, sad ehey wanted to 

see quote how far the city fathers was going to allow 
this shit to continue, but I will say in all candor, 
[ attended approximately cheese more 
Reckings as a listener and not as an ate read: and 

he phased out of sight, aivegedty went to, this 


is a week and a half after the bombing, allegedly 


> 


went to, aS a mercenary to Africa. [ 
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I quite honestly think only made Bee two more 
meetings, refused to come back to the Klan and. joined 
the church, I think I mentioned that to you and has 
Since then denounced many of the actions of the Klan. 


HERMAN CASH become a complete. goddamn alcoholic. | 


HERMAN CASH would sit like this.[SS~=dY 
—— when they had us in Alabama in Tuscaloosa, 


we had been apprehended carrying weapons up to stop 
the niggers at the school. The Bureau had the 
Highway Patrol to intercede the car we was in, it 
was loaded with various weapons. | 


We're familiar with that. 


~ 


Okay, at that interrogation with 


came out to |. 
me personally, and he dianses me on the shoulder, 
shoulder and he says TOMMY, you'd better get that 
son-of-a-bitch out of there, get him a fucking 
drink of water and go put the (unintelligible) . 


I don't know how much that goddamn man knows, but 
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I'll tell you what, I can blow your whole fucking 
organization open in ten minutes if you don't get 
his ass out of there. I can't help you with| | BIC 
| in there with me. I said well what's he doing, - 
he said he's fixing to spill the fucking beans on 
everything he knows. Look at him. And he got so 
bad, honest fe God, he had to take this hand to try 
' to hold this hand, and he started crying. And I 
thought well shit, this would be a good time to 
blow it, because then they know goddamn well it - _ 
wasn't me. You know, so I told them, I said fuck 
you man, I hope you can get it out of every man, 
we'll kill his ass later, you'll get it. That's 
exactly what I to1a[______ looked at es he 
says TOMMY we don't want to do that, just going to 
tell you like it is. [was very, that was a good | 
agent. [Jean tell you a lot of shit too, he can 
probably,| __|was a white man, that's all Tt can 
say. [ _]was a hell of a good agent, but he was 


a hell of a white man, and I think you know what 


35 


the fuck are they going to hang you for riding 
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I'm saying. | _]knows a lot of answers and just — bIC & 
didn't tell a lot of people. [| _]tore mes he said 
you get your ass in here now. I wene in there ava 
told him, I says cocksucker, if you don't straighten. 
up I'm going to kill your goddamn ass when we leave 
here. I said you won't never see home, knock this 
shit off. He said I can't help it man, they got 


us, they're going to hang us all. I said how in 


in a goddamn car with a machine gun? They're —_ 
not going to hang you for that. That's all you have, 

man. He said, Oh my God, oh my God. We've never 

see HERMAN CASH at another meeting gucesoaree. HERMAN — 
went completely ape-shit there for awhile. | | 

All right, you named in you conversation, you named 

you said you gave the Bureau some more names. 

vsf BOB CHAMBLIS. Now 
allegedlyf was working the car ee 


morning. 


All right, what about him? 


Okay, allegedly right after that bomb went off, there 


was a black bread truck there, looked like a big. 
truck. That was the security guard's truck, it was 
in fact an old bread truck that the Klan had bought 
for a security guard truck. And one of the witnesses 
made the statement that they saw somebody going away 


that looked like a Negro, a white-skinned Negro. — 


From the information I gathered, the best I could . 


figure out in putting my pieces together, that was 


either HERMAN CASH ‘or [ He matched the 
description off By that time. they, 


another witness allegedly told the Bureau that they 
saw this police car stop momentarily, right up the 


road sideways there and pulled away. I don't know, 


I don't want to say[ because I don't think 


that's where I got that, but anyway, I got that 


because I gave it to the Bureau, that allegedly 


[ _|tarkea to them just prior to that. I could 


2. 
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never prove that. 


70 


| _featkea to them, who are you referring to? 


It would be the Klansmen in the bread truck, but 
_Lnever was able to pin him down on that. 

Okay now, who told you that[ was working the 

car that night? 

That's what I'm trying to find out, in the back of 

my mind E want to say[ | but I just wouldn't . 
swear to that, you know, I'm not going to tell any~ 

thing on her that's not right. 

All right, did you talk to[ _| about this later? 


I believe I did, and I believe the reply was I don't 


~ 


even want to talk about it. 

Was that all he said. 

Yes, I think on two or three occasions he told me 
that to the fact that almost I had to back off of 


him about blowing it. [sia not know I was 


working for the Bureau. 


He dia not know. 


No. 
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Dea 


Ze I have the original names in my original document, 


ae) 


but I just don't have it with me. I wish I had 
brought it. Of the ones. that Poniginaviy named. 
as Okay. You saia[ aia not know that you were 
working with the Bureau. 7 
; 2% No. He found out later. a: 
; as pial knw you were working for 
" the Bureaus | : 


26 [J] thought that I was a representative 


for the Klan. I was liaison between the Klan and [ 


know you were working for the Bureau? 
a oe ee 
‘cause[ went to the extreme that he 


begged me to get out the night that he got killed 


is -Did [_Jever ask you if you belonged - or worked 


for the Bureau or not? 


rae Naw, I don't believe he did. Again,[| was a 


staunch white man. By that, I'm saying he did not | 


- 
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believe - I think he condoned everything the Klan did. 


Le Let's back up there. Are you then saying that a 
b6é 
[| may have had something to do with that? bic 
28 I think I can tell you like I told the Bureau. 


It warranted looking into. Yes. 

is Okay. 

26 Now, I was also told by the Bureau. I Believe: d 
mentioned this when this gentleman was present - 
that the Agents went out and they searched for 


. |_| eazage. They found identical pieces of — 


material in that garage that would be identical pieces 
of that bomb. They also found identical pieces of ; 
material in that garage that would well be part of the 
bombs that went off on the two box bomb. I rire 

this was stated to en several occasions, AGt only 
one but several occasions. Again, they were waiting 

to see what the city fathers were going to do. To 
quote him - I quit - to be honest with you - 1 told him 
hang ass - I thought I was getting killed for nothing. 
I seuta not see why they allowed all of the information 


that I gave them - this I'll go on record to say - 


nothing was ever done about it. Not a damned thing. 
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One time, as I mentioned to 
gOing to Tuscaloosa. Other than that, there was made 
no attempt to stop any of this. Just like this 
they knew this. _ 

Lie Do you have any reason to believe that they were 
‘giving the information that you were giving to them 
to the city? 


. - They told me they were. 


2 
is They told you they were ~ but you don't know. 
2. No, 1 don't know. 
i. < see., | 
ones y go know that[ had received sone of them. = be 


[__] tora me this personally. 
Ls | Okay. To goa little further on that bombing there 
of the church. Did you at any time learn what type 
of bomb that was used there or how it was put. there? 
2. No, I believe - the type bomb I didn't - but. 
I believe that I told them the best at that time = 
the best I could find out - that either HERMAN CASH or 
[set the bomb. I just don't remember. I know 
I told them this. I know . told this gentleman the same 


thing back last year because that stuck with me. But 
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or HERMAN, I'm just not sure. I think I even told 
them which one it was - one or the other was the one 
who allegedly set the bomb. But it was BOB CHAMBLIS'! 
baby. BOB CHAMBLIS was heading hskoae. BOB CHAMBLIS 
and uervan casi[——SSSSSCSCSCSCSCSCSSSSider 
going to and fro both meetings. At that time they had 
had a split meeting. They had started meeting out 


don't know what street it was on. They started meeting 


there and then a little place over peningf 


house. 


i? 


All right, since you have mentioned that - over behind 


[| _Jhouse, you are referring nn 


Yeah, down in that area. 


All right. Were you ever at one of those meetings? 


No. I didn't attend a meeting at{ but 


we went down. BOB SHELTON -had me get in touch with 


a 


wanted some stuff seen about down there. I met with 


[ oh hell, probably a hundred times on 


Klan business. 


All right. What was the substance of that? 
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At this particular time,| had said he had 


‘looking for a shack, which was allegedly down in pieres 
where BOB CHAMBLIS was having his meetings. He said, 
“POMMY, you know that god damn BOB CHAMBLIS is crazy." 
Like he's been a dynamiter before we even knew you name. 
He's been known as a dynamiter for years. And he says, 
"But, he's in my god damn territory now." Fucking in 

the county. Now he says, "What he is going to do, he's 


going to embarrass me, he's going to embarrass[ | 


; [ nets going to embarrass you and BOBBY and 


every god damn body else. He's got hima little 
splinter group over there and they're not thinking. 
They damn good Klansmen, but they're nee using their 
god damn brains. They going to get fe all in the 
penitentiary. He said, "Now, - men have had three 
searches down in there - about where that god damn 


place is suppose to be, but I quite honestly believe 


that I'll tell you exactly what he told - 
me. "I quite honestly believe[ | just zeally 


don't want to get involved in this." He told me where 


to go. 


fe Who was he referring to? 
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I don't know. But I can tell you he was on the 


Liquor Detail. So, he instructed us to go down and 


asked us would we search the god damn area, which we 


Gid on several occasions. I never found a shack. 


‘I found a place that{ was supposed to have “en 


found out from a friend of BOB CHAMBLIS' where it was. 
I found an old place down there that was supposed to 
have a lot of literature, allegedly some dynamite that 


was down in there and shit, but I could not find - the 


‘place I found did not appear to be where I thought they 


were storing it and I reported back | 


Okay, then. We'll go back. You've mentioned all of 
these names. I want to ask you about one name in 
particular. You haven't touched on it. Do you know 

a TOMMY BLANTON? : — | | 
aa 
didn't havemuch to do with TOMMY BLANTON because 

"he's mentally il1" according to various people in town. 


Now they had a demonstration downtown, down on 19th 


arrested for, I believe, I'm not going to swear to it but. 


I believe it was trying to kill one of the niggers or 
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whether he hit him in the head. I just don't 
recall what it was. But anyway, when they arrested hin, 
he began to throw too many names around at City Hall to 
try to get free. That was ange I was told. | 
What names? 
I don't know. 1 honestly don't howe This came from 
BOBBY SHELTON personally. BOBBY told me that pbisonntan: 
~ That the son of a bitch was going to get everybody put in 
the penitentiary. He thought all he had to do was to throw 


a few names around. Now at that time, we must say it 


bé 
because it occurred,| | was working very strong * ee 


with the Klan and from| _| personally throught 
[|e I can tell you this -[ was an active 


card-carrying Klansman. I personally gave his application 
to the Bureau to be printed - to be photographed at 3 o'clock 


in the god damned morning. They had Washington check it” 


to see if it was in fact - you know he wast 


And they checked and it was his writing - it was from him. 


[ gave me that to check on it through my 
contacts witnf st see if he was 


trying to set him up at that time, because they wanted 


to do some big stuff with him ut they wanted to try to 


check. on hima little bit. And I know[ —__|was Liaison — 
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at that time from anything past[ __| I went tof | prc 
and anything that passed| _| went tol | and ‘it 
went through[ Because[ was trying 


you. That was what that was about. But BOBBY said he 
was throwing names around there and it was going to 

get every god damn body in there. BOBBY told me he. 

got acall fronf | that te had to do something 
with him. Now he was never allowed back into Eastview 13 
after that. 


All right, from headquarters - where would that have 


been? 


~ 


was[ | an associate of BOB CHAMBLIS’. 
You can't - I would say BOB picked him up after that 
incident for a long time. Now he did, he and[ | 


[ _|were very close there for awhile. But then, this 


[ | woura come and go. You know, you hear about him, 
you would see him. But it was my honest belief - I have 
some good contacts and I think some good work and it was | 


my honest belief that this thing - the church - was planned 
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and manipulated more by BOB CHAMBLIS ands on 
sight, #HiNe Shak enuce or four from our aes had 
fallen in with them, I don't think it was an Eastview 13 
Project and I quite honestly believe that the Bivedu 
is intelligent enough to know and had a lot of people 
working for them - I don't think he would have ever 
named[ ——fit[ naa not had at least a meeting with 
them. You know that and I know that. | 
And you are saying then that you think[ | planned it?:’ 
I think that the meeting was planned between CHAMBLIS— 
anal and I think, just to-be honest with you, the . 


|_| were known notoriously before I even went in the 


Klan. Apparently, as being pretty active violently. 


' All right. Then we will go on to another incident. 


I think we have covered that one. Now this, this is 

the bombings - two bomb ings ~ a small bombing and a 
large bombing occurring on 16th Agents South and 

Center Street, Birmingham on secteuises 25, 1963. Now 

do you recall this? You referred to it earlier in the 
day, do you recall it now? | 

That's true. But I thought the streets were different. 
Maybe it's just my recollection being so long ago. I 
thought that that was ona - right off of Sixth Avenue — 


not 16th Avenue, maybe it's me, but I thought that that 
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was done Off of Center, down the street, had dividers, 
if I remember correctly, like going out toward the 
cemetery. I believe that to be Sixth in my mind, 
You're correct. It is Sixth. 
I saw this last night, but I couldn't. 
I beat my brains out on it and the only two I ever 
heard anything about going off, I believe was on 
Sixth Avenue, 
But you do recall now the incident we are saving about? 
Yes, it is at that location I do. I just didn't want to 
get nobody messed up here. s 
Okay. All right. Can you start and tell us where — > 
you were that night prior to the bombing? 
I believe, I'm not sure, I believe we had a meeting that 
night. I believe that -was done after a meeting. The 
Bureau was quite surprised because if I'm correct on that 
We were checking on another situation. involving a 
white man seducing his 10-year-old. daughter, when he came 
home and beat his wife and seduced his daughter. Now, I 
believe that night - - 


You think you were with them? 


that night. | ° ie eee 


‘The time sequence —- you're referring to - 


I'm referring to sometime - let's see — the meeting 


wouldn't normally get over until around 9:30 or 10 early 


and I would probably stay up until one o'clock in the 


morning - 12 or 1 o'clock anyway. 
Can you elaborate? Tell us this situation you were 


checking on. Where maybe it was located? 


The Bureau has that with me, too. [___]prought oe 


that tb our attention. That there was a house out 2 

in his area, not too far from him, in fact, he guided 
us up to the house later - we did visit the house that 
night -— not that night but within a week we visited the 
house and it was a white man who would allegedly come 
home and beat up his wife, tie her to the bedpost, and 
seduce the 10-year-old girl in front of nar.. And he had 
handcuffs. He would handcuff the kid to the bed all 
day long. We met with case night. That's 
where we were. We were at house. If I remember 
correctly, we were at[ house - that's why I told 
them, no, they wasn't on that, Sense they were with 
me that night. I believe that that's where we were 


on that instance. And the Bureau asked me did I think © 
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there was. Say inaue to it wa I said yeah, he was 
pretty serious. But that was a little out of their line 
because back then they weren't handling any internal 
problems. They were just handling ~- all busy with the 
influx of blacks coming in. | 
Okay. You think that was on that night prior to this. 
Yes. . I believe cnet wad the night that this bomb went off. 
All right. Did you carry out the mission that night? 
We did go meet with the ait who was at{ «dd a8 
house, to the best of my recollection, that same niants 
And we set up a meeting for I believe it was for the 
following Thursday night to go to this man's house which. 
we did. We went in, kicked the door in, and beat the 
shit out of Bens beat him with a bullwhip. Tied him to 
a tree outside - handcuffed him to a tree and beat Ait 
with a bullwhip. It was taken out. Then four days later, 
[aa had a spasm of religion at that time. 
Stop right neve, You said they did.carry out the mission. 
Were you with them? | 
Yes, I was. : — ye 
Okay, go ahead, . . —— = 
Four days later] | myself] and 
[ went out to where this man worked - it was kind 
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Of al | place and just walked up on him. And — bic 
[____]gave him $25.00 and told him that was 


to be spent on no meat but esnnee Goods for the kids 

and that he knew - I mean he was beat - we told him | 

we know that if you eat ene god damn bite of that we 
will know about it. You son of a bitch if you eat 

one bite of that, we'll come hang you from that Same tree. 
We gave him $25.00 to buy food for the kids. There wasn't 
nothing in that house, [went through the 

house looking for guns when we first hit it. I think he 
told me he found two cans of pork and beans anda loaf 
of bread in that entire house. That's what he found. 
Okay, then. 

But that night, that's what we're keeping famine 

that night the bomb went off. 

All right. This night then - - 

That we had the first meeting - not the night that he 
was Flogged - but the first meeting. | | 

The first meeting. Do you recall who else you saw 

that night? 

Yeah. All of the squads were out. Even Bessemer 

had something going that night. We had four projects 
going that night. You know, each group had a little 


_project that night, I know that, I told the Bureau that... 


_ 
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he? 
Bain 
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‘The night of the flogging was the following Thursday 
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As I recall everybody had a project that night 


I honestly... 
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(End of Tape No. 3) 


(Tape No. 4 is blank, however, Tape No. 5 continues 


with the above conversation) 


TAPE NO. 5 


night if I'm correct. 

All right, let's go on from there enone Okay, did 
you hear the bombs go off on Center Street and 6th 
Avenue? a . 

No. 

Did you go to the scene of that hegecnae: 


No. I believe that information came from[ | 


[that I supplied the Bureau, that [Jaa 


come up, apparently, there was one bomb there that 
nobody's even talking about, I mentioned this to 


the Bureau, because apparently they went out and 
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they set a bomb, and it was a small job, it was a_ 
fight bomb, and it didn't do anything apparently 
because the discussion was when I picked up on that 
discussion was down at that bar, that it was a piss- 
poor bomb, again,| _Jhaa made a piss-poor bomb. . on 
Now this was after this, but it wasn't talking about | 
this bombing, so then[ __| got together with BOB | 
CHAMBLIS and, hell, the guy over at his house, I 
just have to keep, my names are running together, 


it's been so long now. oo - 


You talking about| | now? - - 


All right. 

Now allegedly that bomb was made over there. Now 
that bomb he made it so it would be a small explosion, 
it was made for just what it was, it was a double 
bomb. [ saa son-of-a-bitch, said when 

it first went off, they didn't think nobody was going 
to come around, only about a dozen niggers just stuck 
their heads around to quote him. But then, everybody 
began to riot and then about 9 to 10 minutes later, 


the second one went off. When the second went off, 


) 30°) 


there was quite a number of people around up there, 


and they were on a motorcycle, they were on a motorcycle. 


86 . 


-- Now they... 


f 


[| Because[ was on the back, riding 


on the motorcycle, I can tell you that. The second 
one even scared the shit out of him, he said he liked. 
to pissed onf | now that was his exact phrase. 
He said I almost pissed on[ when that son-of- — 
a-bitch went off, it was a good one. . 

Did you hear him make this statement? 

Yes, he made this statement to me, and I related 


this to the Bureau. ~ 


Now did you and, hae else did you learn about that 
bombing, ee go on from there.’ 

About that particular bombing? 

Yes. 

(Pause) I quite honestly don't recall, the sbnpareetion 
was about, again, I believe that you'll find in the 
records that I stated that, from the Buvemn: that 

the same materials that was used there was some that 


had been, found same identical, there was nuts and 
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bolts if I remember correctly and saw-off pieces 

of nail and shit that went off in that bomb, and 

those pieces of materials, just Suaeeig the same. 

kind of, there was, what the hell did he tell me, 

an inch and a quarter piece of pipe, I believe it 

was that had been sheared and even the big nails 

had been sheared to points in them, and the pieces 

of crap he found over in garage. Now | = 
keep in mind at that time had had 


a run-in with over leadership. They : 


had a term of election of officers at that time and ~~ .- 


ee a | 


[Joy open meeting vote, and we had a meeting 


up at Tuscaloosa that this couldn't happen, you know, 


this shit just couldn't go, so we -just voided the 


vote and put[___—|back where he was ana[ 
[ —|moveaf tof sd and there 
was somé Eriction over that, and [__Jhaa stopped 
coming to our meetings, but he and[ and 
ee that when they 


started setting up their own little meeting over at 
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1. Well okay then, now have we covered what you can | 
us about the 16th Avenue and Center Street South, 
bombing? Have we Govered.... “ 

2% To the best of my knowledge at this time we have, 
we have covered it 

i. Well I believe for. the record then, that's all the 
questions I have for him at this time. 

(Skip in the tape) 
: 4. Mr. ROWE; rim[ | with the Attorney General's .- 

. Office and I'm going to give you some facts that, 
it'll be easier for. you to remember because I have 
read your complete file from 1960 that you were with. 
the FBI until 1965 when you came out from underneath ‘ 
the cover. I read your handwritten notes that you 
gave the FBI, the transcribed notes from these tapes 
that you're talking about, elie information that you 
passed on to them on each bombing, the reflections, 


that you did later on by FBI agents who questioned 


you later on about it. I'm going to start in the 


same place that{ | started, I'm going to 


Start with the[ __| Motel. You've told us as you © 
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remember it, I'm going to tell you as you told the 
FBI, okay? | | 
I'll tell you whether I did or not. | 
Okay, I'm going to tell you what they say and ee 


recorded in your handwriting at the FBI, okay? 


Okay. : 

You called them at 3:00 a.m. on May 12, 1963, this 

: . ”, bé 
is the night of the[ | Motel bombing, it's three bIC 


hours past the| __ | Motel bombing. It's 3:00 a.m. 


on the morning of 5/12/63, okay? And they, they 


being[ _—askea you where you had been, that - . 


you were supposed to call him at 10:30 or 10:00 after 
the rally that night. You said.... | | 

Now which bombing was this on? 

This is the[| | Mote Sonbing: ‘The room that 

you eeiRea about, we're doing es go back to May, 
Sixty-three again, see... 

The dates I just don't remember at all. 


The [ __|otea bombing, okay? He said you were > 


supposed to call him right after the rally that night 


which would have been on May the llth. All right, 
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[ana that the Klan didn't do it, and. BIC 
this is 3:00 a.m. in the morning, and you went in 

to tell him about{ _ having a black informer and 

he met this black informer and chevbtaek informer 

was telling him that the Muslims was in town... 

That was later, that wasn that night. 

They say it was that night that you talked to them, 

okay? They said that on that particular night at 

3:00 a.m. in the morning, according to their records, 

that's what you told them, All right, they don't 


know where you were from 10:30 to 3:00 a.m. that 


. day, according to their records. They also know 


that{ could not have been with you because 


he was somewhere else. Why would you name those 
three as being with you that night? 

Well, if they were with me and I named them, they 
were with me. | 

All right, why does the FBI say thay... 

That I don't know. 

Are you saying that their records are incomplete 
or their records... 


I'm saying whatever I put on that piece of paper 


91 
and you can put me on the polygraph, whatever I give 
them on any piece of paper is what I said is what 


I saw. 


All right.[ is recorded as being = 


Well, if I put it down there, he wasn't there. 


Well, are you saying that[ | records are wrong 


then? What are we saying? 


What 


See if it had been Bessemer, I could have understood © 
it but it wasn't Bessemer. | 

No, it was 

On the Motel? (Short pause) Well, I don't 


know the name[ except for maybe once or twice 


in my whole career. 


Okay, this is when[ was handling you, when 
you were working with him. But in 1964 whenf 
you were working with[ J april 295 1964, -- 
you gave this detail information tof when 
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he came back and asked you to reflect on the[ | _ be. 


Motel. He did this on the 29th day of April, 1964 

and recorded what you said at that time about several 
bombings. They just went over with you again. This 

oe what you told him. You were at a rally in Bessemer, 


Alabama.[ | tatkea about going downtown and breaking 


out windows. You and[ were not 
inf bauaa and did not go. You stated that 


CHERRY, BOBBY cHerry,| | 


»..and HERMAN CASH ier ecmipeosea to get together a: 
after the rally and that[ _tola aa ae broke 

out windows at Parisian's RepAE Rene Store. Do you 
remember anything like that? 


I'm trying quite honestly to, I don't remember any 


windows in my mind, if I told you about a window, 


I'd have told you about a window. 


Yes. 


A window just doesn't ring a bell with me. 


All right. Any other information there ring a bell ~ 
to you at all? 


Yes, what do you mean, because if it's wrong, I'm 
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wrong, if I'm right, I'm right. Whatever I coias 
the Bureau, that's what went down at that time wherever 
I was, I can tell you that. 
4. Well, they don't say where you were from 10:30 to 
3:00 a.m., they make a notation that you don't say 
where you were at that particular time. They do 
say that on 4/29/64, you offered this eontiatton, 
you did not offer it on the night of the motel bombing. 
Why wouldn't you give it to them at one time and 
‘wait later to give it to them at another time? 
2.- Did I have it on that night what I gave them or was 
it the next morning when I got it from one of them 
women? — . 
¢ 
4. You said you were at the’ rally in Bessemer, that “) 
[_]tatkea to you about going downtown and breaking 
out windows, that you and[ si weer a8 
not inf squad and did not go, yet you did not 
tell them this in May when thef | Motel was bombed. 
You waited a year later, not a year later but almost 
a year later, you abed until April 29th of 1964, 
lacking 12 days being a year later to tell them this 


information about[ _|and the breaking of the windows 
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and this type of 


no windows. 
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stuff. 


I quite honestly don't know, I don't even recall 


Well, do you remember talking about CHERRY and CASH 


getting together after the rally and that CASH... 


I believe it was 


Well, that wasn't a, BOB CHERRY and, BOB CHERRY 


and the other guy [| I bet 


there wasn't 10 times in 6 years that I even seen 


them. That's why I don't, it's not hitting me right. | 


What did I give the Bureau the next morning? 


The next morning you gave them that you were with 


about[ ana a black informer and that yall 


met this black informer, and this black informer 


told you that the Muslims did it. 


Now that wasn't the night of the bombing, that was 


about a week later, that was about 4 days later to 


the best of my recollection. 


According to their records it's that night. They 


have 5/12/63, the next morning of that, from that 


bombing when you 


finally called them. [haa 


been out on the scene, had come .back and had been 
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trying to reach you and could not find you. Finally 


at 3:00 you called them. 

That's really strange, that if I hadn't been out 
on that, why would I call him at 3:00 a.m. in the 
morning? . 

I don't know. Why would you call him at 3:00 a.m. 


in the morning... 


That's what I'm trying to recall. 


-..and givé him this information and then not give 


him some information you gave [fa 


Pardon me. If honestly don't know. 


Okay. Do you remember that night, meeting [_]ana 


[at a phone booth? i 


(Short pause) No. 
Okay. Can you remember where you were from 10:00 


or 10:30? 


\ : 
This guy[ | think he said he vs[ 


Right. And I didn't see that guy six times probably 


Le 


in the whole career of my time in this. I just can't 
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96 
see, I just can't associate me doing anything with 
him at all. | , | 
All right. You do not remember being with him that 
night as you told the FBI. 
Honestly. 
Okay, iy you remember where you were from 10:00 
or 10:30 after the Klavern meeting until 3:00 a.m. 


in the morning when the FBI says they got a telephone 


‘call from you? If you were not with them as you 


say you don't remember being, do you remember where 
you were? 

I thought the night. that the motel ene down that 

I was at the B.F.W. Club and maybe I'm wrong but 
that's where I thought I was. | ; 

I don't know, that's not what I got from the FBI... 
And I thought they eaiied me. 

I'm just trying to relate as to what they have said 
to what you have said. It doesn't match. I'm trying: 
to figure out... 

Well, f anderetand yes, I don’t blame you a bit. 

It's kind of puzzling to me and what in the hell | 


I'll just tell you I don't know. But I can't see 
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me doing anything with this guy[ | because he l 2 
just wasn't, he just kind of hit and-miss, you know . 
what I mean? If I gave them a damn report and put 
that date down there, paea that had something to 
do at that time because ... | 
4. [_Jwrote up the telephone call and signed it 

and dated it and typed it. Your later report verifies 
only this little bit right here. Then in 64 in 1964. 

a year later, this.report is turned in verbally to 

[ __Jana transcribed py[ on his report - 
like you and I are talking here. And it is completely ~ 
different from snaeseou gave them on the night of | 


the bombing. I'm confused. 


26 I am too. ~ 

4. Okay. ‘You don't remember where you were at all that 
night? 

28 Quite honestly. 

4, Okay. 

2. I think. I was at the B.F.W. Club. 

4. Okay. 

2 You might want to ask me that on the poly and see 


what I tell you,. but I think that's where I was. 


4. 
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“The FBI files has nothing coming from you on[ | : ee 
[__]bombing which happened that same night. | 
That was the house? . 
The house, yes. 


Now there was one bombing on that I didn't know anything 


about. I think I mentioned that. 


Was that the[ | the same night? - 
Yes it must be because I don't know woof 


Le. 

Okay, let's move on to something in this patie iB ees 
Was it on 5/11? 

Yes. | ‘ - | me 

Yes, because I'm not sure whol is, I saw 
that last night, but I don't know whether that's 

the old man or not. I don't recall. I don't know 
who that is. | 


All right. On October 17th, 63, in your report to 


the FBI you stated that[ _|saia to you that| _| 
[ sony SHELTON are the only ones that know 


who bombed the motel. Do you remember that statement? 


I believe I do, and I think that's when he told me 


to dig on it and come up with this shit. I believe 
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I do, I wouldn't swear to that, but I believe I do. 
4. Did you learn anything ... . 
25 I think subsequently yes you'll find that I did, I think that 
you'll find that I did. I think you'll fina that 


I told them the names of the bombers of that church. 


[is the agent that told me that I named eS 


them. 
Al He never recorded it if he did. 
os. Well, he sure as hell told me. He's the one that 
told me that I named them. _ < 
4, ‘I've interviewea[ and he claims ee didn't. - 
2. Well, I sure told him ~ he told me. | | 


got in the car with them. 
2. - She didn't go with too many of us. 
4.. But according to the FBI's own surveillance reports, © 


that didn't happen that way. Do you know why you 


would tell them that got in the car with 
them with 
2. If I told the Bureau a woman got in the car with 


somebody, then that's who got in the car with somebody, 


100 
that's all I'm going to say. 
4. Okay. 
25 You won't know that after all these meetings are - 
over with whether I'm telling you the truth or not. 
See, I'm trying to bring all this shit back in my 
memory, but I can tell you this, if I got it down 


there, that's what happened, to the best of my belief. 


4, Okay, you don't remember meetingf — 
[ anytime that night of any time... 


2% There was a meeting, there was a meeting, and a damn : 

| nigger handling a, I call them Russian caps, but 
it wasn't that night, now I don't care what you say, 
in my mind, at least in my mind it was about 4 days 
later. x 

4. Do you remember who you were with at this particular 


meeting? Whether it was four days later or not? 


as. I believe that[ was there, I think that's 


why he come down, he wasf | sent down — 


4. So you think that maybe[ _|was along when they 
met this black? 


2. I think he possibly was, but I don't believe it to 
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be that ndahe: 
4, . | Okay,. you think it may be four days later. 
2% Yes sir, in my mind it was about 4 days later. 


bé6 

4. was[ | along with | was[ | there too. 3 b7C 
2. ves,| woul have been there. . 

4. would[ have been there? 


2. [| woud have been there. 


4. So you're saying that that meeting took place, but 
in your mind it's four days later than what you gave 
the FBI or what the FBI records. | ~ 

2% Yes sir, I honestly believe it could be. | 

4. Do you remember at this particular meeting I asked . 
you about a while ago you didn't remember about the 

Tppene booth anda[ | do you remember a 
pistol being pulled, you puting @ pistol on| 
[__erying to pull a pistol on eu 


28 That happened 4 or 5 times. 


4. All right, Eckerd's phone booth did it happen? 

2. Is that the one we had an argument out up there by 
theater? 

4, I'm asking you. 

2. Oh, I believe that it was, yes I believe it was a 
pistol pulled, and I believe it to be in a phone  ~ 
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booth by the theater, kind of in Central Park, if 7 
maybe I've got my mind going all right. 


Do you remember the time sequence on that, was that 


related to the[ | Motel bombing at that particular - 


time, was it earlier, later, can you remember that? 
We did have a hassle. . | 

Well, it was over towardf do 
you remember that? 

That's what I'm trying to think, I've just not got 
myself in Birmingham like I want to be, that's what 
I'm saying, but I believe it was a phone booth by 

a theater, in a block close to a theater, if I 
remember correctly. i . | . 
Okay. All right, on the bombing, let's 
leave it, okay, we're leaving the[ _| motel, I- 


think you've tried to remember as well as you can, 


let's leave it for a minute and go to the[ | 


[__ | bombing. 


There was a meeting with a nigger, I'm telling you 


that. 


Okay. JI understand, you just can't get. your time 


straight. 
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That's right. 


You said on the| bombing, okay, that's 


the first one which was on August 20th, 1963. This > 
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is four months later now, approximately 4 months 


later than the[ Motel. 


Well, the first one I don't think I knew anything 


about. 


Let me tell you what you told the FBI, okay? 


Okay. 
In your report to the FBI, you said two squads went 


-out that night. One squad was[ ana the other. . 


squad was yours. You mentioned in your report to 


them that{ | being a bomber in the past. You 


said you didn't believe they, the two squads, bombed 


the[ _|hone. 


Like I say, I don't think I knew anything about that 
bombing. . . 

All right, you mentioned this,[ _| being a bomber 

in the past, where was he a bomber in the past? 

It's been so long ago, but he and BOB CHAMBLISS was 
for years in my first month in.the organization which 


I didn't get involved in, just went to the meetings 
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and went home. But there was some talk ofl b7¢ 


uh BOB CHAMBLISS and[ | being bombers. I 


wasn't in there a month before I was told that. - 


I also was told HERMAN CASH was an old-time bomber, 


him and I believe] | name isf | He 
use to belong to the[ | group, I can tell 


you that. 

Okay. Let me move on just a minute, I'll tell you 

some other things you said about this particular 

bombing to the FBI on 10/23/63. We're now after ; : 

the shrapnel bombing even, after the last big bombing = 
they had there. 

That was the double bombing? . 

Yes, double, the shrapnel bombing would be your aeubie: 


bombing. After that on 10/23/63 you stated that » 


[ ears were ringing, and you believed that 
: [ _]was with{ Jon 8/20/63, back to the[| | 
bombing, and they bombeaf home. Now, let 


me tell you about that tape, as far as the bugging 
of your car. According to the FBI records, the car 
was bombed, was bugged on 10/15/63, that's the middle 


of October, 63. That's after all of the bombings. 
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were over With; and according to their transcript 
and eeeoraiag to the tape itself, they got very little 
off of it because of the distance between them at _ 
times, because of the bug's inferiority at times, 
and because of where you HAG to go or where they 
had to go to keep from being seen at times. “ 


He told me it was about 7 miles away. 


Well, he in his report states exactly different, 


but that doesn't matter. The fact is it went in 
on 10/15/63. I want you to remember... 
Now that’s whenever he had this agent down from Washington. 


That's when that bug went in your car according to 


their records. 


~ 


6 
Well, when[ | told me about that bomb busting pyc 


his ears, the guy was down from Washington, Inspector 


[_____]1 believe, I think I can even say[ 


I wouldn't swear to this, but I believe it was an 


Inspector|___ | | 
Well, what I'm saying is, you stated that; | 


ears were ringing and you believe that[ was with 


[| Now you were a little more detail a while 


ago on that. 
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Now that's at a different time. Remember this is 
the second time if you'll go Baceoenore:. I think 
you'll find that I stated later... 
I think you said a while ago it was the second time. 
That's right. | 
But in your report to the FBI, you say it's the first 
time. | 


No, it would have been the second time. 


But I'm saying that's what you told the FBI, regardless 


of what it is now, that's what you told them at that — 


t 


time. It's what you recorded down there, whether 
it's second or first, or whether someone's in error, 
I'm not Miectealio., ren just saying the thing is.... 
I don't think we're relating here. I think what 

I'm saying is that the second bomb, the second time 
his home was bombed, now, it was bombed apparently, 
when I say the second time this first one I wigs 
nothing about at that time and I think I told you 
and the.Bureau that. The first time that first bomb 
went off, I didn't know anything about that. | . 
Well, I've read you what you told the Bureau. 


Yes, but the second bombing, he was blown, richocheted 
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off the walls coming down a little alleyway. 
That's not recorded with the Bureau. The first time 
I heard that or read that was when you stated it | 
today. If you told them, it's not recorded. 
Well, " Sure told them, I'd say more than once. 
The only thing they have recorded is that about[ | BE 
ears ringing. That's the only thing recorded, nothing 
else. | 
And he said he had to go to a doctor.- 
That's not recorded. Let me tell you about February : 
of 64, we're still on this same bombing. Now, I | 
want to try to poss your mind, welue talking Shout 
the first bombing, 8/20/63 off ~~«éthe | 
one that you say you don't know anything about. 
A while ago you were talking about aie second bombing, 
well, I want you to stay clear now, we're talking 
about the first one, the one you keep saying you 


don't know anything about. Here's what you told 


the FBI. On February 6, 1964, you told the FBI that 


you got some blasting caps from a subject named[ | 


[in the Warrior Klavern. Do you remember that? 


Yes, that's right. 
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4. The FBI agye thas was never a subject by the name -_ re 
off iin the Warrior Klavern and that there we ae 
has never been, according to their sources Bue of | 


the Warrior Klavern. 


2% Well, that's who he was. 
4. All right, then, where did you get the blasting caps? 
2. I believe the blasting caps if I'm not mistaken came 
from what the hell did they call hint 
4, No, according to your information you gave them to 
2. And he, I'm trying to think who all was there. [| a 


[ Jana myself, I believel was there. 
I believe[ was there. I believe that's 


who I named. I could be eengy but I think that's 
all who was there. ’ 

4. Well, let's get back just a minute, Mr. ROWE. You 
said you said you got them from a subject named [ 
[fs the Warrior Klavern. They say that there's 


no such person in the Warrior Klavern. Why did you 


tell them De 


2. Now that's what I'm fixing to ask you, now why in 


the hell would I think up ath 


oo. 
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I don't know, I'm just saying that's what you said, 
they have said there is nobody in that Klavern by 
that name. 
That's kind of strange, they didn't tell me that. 
then. Whoever I got it from, that's who I told. 
All right. Nowhere i yeue file... 
Hey, let me put it this way, okay, because I see 
what you're trying to do. We went two or three trials, 
every (tape messes up here). 
Let me, Lecce get back to this in just a minute 
though. | 
Okay, well I had to say that because I see where 
you're going. | 
I'm only going where this record leads. 
That's right, that's exactly what you've got. 
Ana frankly Mr. ROWE, I can't, I don't really think > 
that they would manufacture that particular file | 


and could do it so consistently. — 


-I don't either, but I don't think I would tell them that 


if I didn't need af +4 


There may have been a reason for the name. 
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2s I£ I gave them that name, then that's the name was 
given to me. 
4. Do you know if there was a, are you saying that name 


was given to you by the person who give it to you 
or the FBI told you to use that name? 

Zs See I don't know because guite honestly I haven't 
been to the Warrior Klavern but 3 times in 6 gesras, 

4 Okay. Can you relate to me how you got the blasting 

| caps then? Can you remember? 2 

a I fieneStiy: done: 

4, Okay. All right, nowhere up until Enis time on February 6, 
1964, anywhere in your file from 1960 up to 1964, 

~ . is there any MA eOeMOETOR in your file showing where 
| you got any blasting caps anywhere from anybody. 


Yet you said you gavel sk or more of those ae 


caps before 8/20/63. I'm still on the same[ | 
[ bombing, okay, we're going back to it again 
here, that's the reasons of asking you about the 
blasting caps. 
2 I don't mind at all, I don't mind at all. 
4. Why did you wait until February 6, of 64 to tell them 


about the blasting caps when you had them before the 


oe, 


what I told them, and I was praised, I think I've 


. lil _ . a _ 
first bombing off home? : oe — 
I would not have waited. | 
Beg your pardon? 

I would have not waited period. 
You would have told. 
I would have told them absolutely. 


Why would they not have recorded... 


In fact I did tell them, I don't know. I can tell 


you this,.for the first two years, everything that 

I said had to be in writing. 

I read that. Oo bs 
And then after awhile. it just kind of drifted off, ra 
they just said the hassle was over, the hassle's over. 
They even cut my pay a couple of times, just out of my 
pay because the way things was done. Now I can't 
visualize me being out all goddamn night and then 

try to be awake at 3:00 in the morning, sitting up 
there making up crap trying to tell them, see, because 
I know in my heart, and you're going to know after | 
this meeting is over, whatever you tell me and I tell 


you in my heart, that's the way it is, because that's 
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told[ | many times throughout the course of ; on 
the Bureau, not one time, not one time did I ever 


tell them any damn time...(end of Tape No. 5) 


TAPE NO. 6. 
Okay, whoever you got them from or who told you, that _ 
was the man's name that you got it from. 
Yes sir Ses wouldn't have told them. 
Let me just say this, you should not be too coucevned Z 
about the questions about the difference between what R 
he says today and what the reports that came out of 
the FBI records. There may be differences there, 
and you're just going to have to with what you remember 
today. If there's a difference and. you can explain 
it, fine; if there's a difference and you can't 
explain it, that's fine. I think you and I... 
Oh no, I give them 6 goddamn long hard years and 
I didn't bullshit them none, and now they're bull- 
shiting me now. 
Okay, he and I both know that we could expect in 


some cases the FBI records are not to meet with your 


3th 
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have altered their records. if they didn't even select 
solicited information, I feel that they might do that, 
but then the other thing ere conference with the 
Agents, just like any other police report, you can 
just go back and sit down and make up ieee reports, 


and maybe there are working errors and many are, but... 


i¢[ told you the sun was shining out there, 


the sun would be shining out there, as well as he could 


remember....but I'm just saying with it if I told you the sun 


was shining, then it should be shining, so there's 
something wrong there. 

For the purposes of this interview I would not build 

a lot of tension over these differences, if you can explain 
them... | | 

Well, I bet he hasn't got 6% years of reports there, 

what do you want to bet? ) | 

You know, you ana I both know that. 


On April the 29th, 64, we're back tol ana 


we're still on the same bombing. . I want to clear 


‘that up now, we're still on 8/20/63... 


This is before he said he got his ears hurt, right? 
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No, no, this, on April 29th, i64f is going “eae 
over this bombing with you like he did the others, a 


okay, like he did the[ _| Motel. He's come to 

you and he said, GARY, your best apen what happened 
on 8/20/63, the first bombing of [| and 

this is what you told him. | | 

Okay, now this happened a lot of times. ‘ 

Well, I'm sure it did. 

You would pick up a piece today anda piece tomorrow... 
I'm sure you did, I just want to see if you can correct 
why you, where you sieneactnis part up, you ola the 


FBI, you tolaf on April 29th, 1964, that 


you had a positive opinion on that the 8/20/63| | 


bombing, the first[ __| bombing. You now name | 


be in the vicinity of the[ _ residence checking 


something. Do you remember that? 


All right. What were they over there checking, do _ 


- you remember that? 


Yes, I don't remember what, but I can tell you about 


where. We were there close to the stadium, I just 
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don't remember my streets, but you know how you go 
around to the ball park, how it kind of curves around 
this way, I don't even know what damn street it is. 
On the right-hand side of the stadium, — would go 
down like where, down toward where the lights were, 
down toward Hypamive Hill, back up in there, it kind 
of curves around that way, and there's some homes 
sitting back over in there. Now there was conversa- 
tion that led me to know he was up in ere and then 
over in Dynamite Hill. What it was at this time I - 
don't know. But I do remember that the stadium had 
something to do with it. 
All right, that Gax-deranines: ne ere when your 
relationship with[ J yala were just talking, that's 
what made you come up with this opinion at a, Teter 
date. 
That's correct. [__] woura get drunk, I'm telling 
you, if you get him started drinking, he took[ | 
away from him or HERMAN CASH away from him, he, I'm 


going to tell you, that's what you could put, but 


he'd tell you a lie. 


I want to go... 
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I think one day we're doing, I keep referring to it 
as the first and second bombing, because now if there 


was in fact three... 


They're not recorded as[ | bombings, see. 


Well, I thought they were, see, so that's just what 


I'm looking at, now you got one up here on the green 
box on 3/21/65. I don't know anything about that 


one. 


‘Yes, you're talking about...we're not talking... 


7 


This is what's confusing me. Now I'm talking about, 


when I'm talking about, it was... 


One and two are the’only two we'll be talking to you. 


about. The 65, the third one that you're talking 
about, we don't have iy eaeeaoae about. | 

Okay, because I know that the way I'm telling you. 
the one that I, that made me aati my conclusion, was 
the second time this house was bombed.. 

All right. 


Okay. 


All right. I have come to the first, I've only touched 


on the first one, okay? 


But I think my information leading back to the first 
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one, in fact, basically came from the second one, that's 


what I'm saying. 
Okay, that could be, okay. Let me go into one he 
hasn't touched, and you remember the Warrior Klavern 


up there, on August the 10th of 1963, the Warrior 


Church was burned. [says that you and 
him, he names[ | he names[ he 


names some more, were up there at a carnival because 


the blacks were going to come in to that carnival | 
that night. 

That's Bessemer. 

No, no, Bessemer too, that happened at Bessemer too. 
That's the only one I was at, at the carnival at 


Bessemer. 


Okay, you were not at the carnival at Warrior Church 


then that[ ——_|saia you were at? 


No sir, I quite honestly don't think so. Now if there's 


a carnival, the only carnival we had in Baldwin and 
that's in my book. 

I know the Bessemer, no doubt about the Bessemer, 
but I'm not talking about the Bessemer, I want you 


to understand, I'm talking about the Warrior... 
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No sir, I don't believe that I was. 


Okay. 


The only time I think I went to Warrior was the two 
times that they haa a power structure problem up ‘there, 
that's what I think when I went there. Go ahead and 
let me see. Maybe if you tell me something else, 


I'll say yes. 


. 3 | b6 


usingf | car burned that church that night. 


I was hoping that you were up there, although the 
FBI files has nothing on any conversation... 
Y quite honestly don't remember. . r 


There's nothing in the FBI files concerning this, 

but[ _|says... ~ 

You mean| | you said[ awhile ago. . 
well,[ | said this, though, not[s=«d . 


said you were up there, yes. 


I don't believe I was. 


car was the one that burned the church. Quite frankly, 


probably[ __| too. 
(Laughs) I don't know, I just... 


» 
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I just thought if you were up there that night... 
If I'd have been there, I would have probably been 


there, you know, I would have been there. When you 


‘said carnival it took me because I think... 


I remember the Bessemer thing, that's not what I'm 
talking about. 
No, I wasn't there. 


In the second bombing of the[ | bombing, 9/4/63, 
you never passed on any information to the FBI that's 
recorded on that particular bombing. I think maybe 
have on got them confused? In your minds have you — 
got the first bombing and the second bombing confused? 
Well, I thought I had the second one and nothing on 
the first-one in my mind.~ 

Could it be the other way? 


It could be, but in my mind, you know, the way I've. 


got it, and what makes me keep thinking that I'm still 


sitting here, I'm hearing [telling me goddamn 


the second time he liked to lost his ears. Now that 
was the second time because he told me it was the 
second time and that's what I've got in my mind. 


Well, why don't we pass that on as the first one? 
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Okay, enone I knew nothing about... 
Now, On April 29th, 1964, we're back with[ oe 
again and he's still talking to you now about the 
second bombing, okay, and you passed on this informa- 
tion, the one... 
There's one I didn't know nothing about. — 
You told them, well this is the one that you still 
don't know nothing about, seeceains to your information 
to the FBI, but it's the second one instead of the 
first Sie: ‘y think you're confused megs. it may 
not be, but I would think that their dates back then 
would be better than your memory right now. 
Right, I'll go for that. | ; . 
Okay, you told the FBI on April 29th, 1964, that{ | 
and his squad had an assignment that night, evidently 
es iearnea it sometime after chatcn. 
That's usually the wage ie baneenes 
The assignment was to Check 10% | 
Back then I hadn't been in long enough to get any. 
The assignment was to eheek a night club on 78 East - 
to see if sales were made to niggers. You said you 


Gidn't think they left Irondale and came into town. 
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Can you tell me why you didn't think they left Irondale - 

anc came into town? Do you remember? 

Well one place out there we staked out for a couple . 

or three days and nights around the clock, is that 

the one now, because if it is, you need to guide me 

after I tell you, let me see if it's there. In Iron- 

dale there was allegedly a black guy sleeping with 

a white woman and they had run a produce stand, so 

it booms out from there, is that it? 

If it is, I'm really not aware of it. I really don't,- 

The notes just say, you know, you was checking out 

this various something, reference to that I don't 

think, it may have been but if it was I didn't catch 

it in reading it. I remember something you told the 

FBI about... 

Niggers and whites sleeping together down there at 


that produce stand. 


Yes, ana[ scaled you. 
; I found nothing, absolutely nothing 


there to... 
I remember reading that, I didn't write anything down 


about it, I did connect it to this if this was the 
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same night that you think[ __| squad was supposed 
to... . 
The reason I'm saying that, now I don't know any 
night club to the best of my recollection. | | 
All right, do you remember... | 
I don't know any night clubs out Irondale way that 


they would have been to. 


You rememberl| i saying that. it was not 


[] and them, that they did not come into town that 


night? ” . 
Okay now then, that wasn't, we were not referring 

to 78 though, we were referring to the club 

up in Fairfield, if I'm correct. 

Well, your notes says 78~East. 


You know what I'm trying to talk about, you saying 


78 Fast. 


You're talking about going to Atlanta,, that's the 
Atlanta Highway. | 

You're not talking about going into Irondale, though? 
Goes through Irondale, right into the edge of the City 
of Birmingham, well at that time it was a little... 


Except I don't recall a night club out in that area 
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that would be an integrated night club, that would 
have been out toward Ensley and Fairfield that we 
were involved with. I don't recall a night ee 
Okay. | 
Except this produce place right out in the middle 
there, right off of 78, I got a feeling that might 
have been what that yas, but it's a store, anda 


24-hour, what do you call it, produce market. 


Okay, let's go to the[ home, those fire bIC 


. 


bombs that you described awhile ago happened on Septem— 
ber 8, 1963, happened 4 days after thisf 
second bombing. You remember relating to that awhile 
ago, the fire bombing? There's nothing, absolutely 
no word whatsoever in the FBI's file relating to 
anything on this particular fire bombing except what 
wae found ae what the sheriff turned over to them 

for the FBI Laboratory. 

Sir, they got that, that's right there in my book. 
Well I realize it's in your book, I've read your 

book, but there's nothing in their files, and they — 


say that you never talked to them about that one. 


-You tell the agent that told you that to come ask 
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me and put him on the poly and me on the poly... 
That wast | 
You put us both on the poly. 
Okay, so you're saying that you did give them the 
same information that you gave us awhile ago. 
Definitely. | 
Okay, let's go on into... 


In fact, it wasn't[ that was kidding me about 


the damn sticker. 


Well, let MC. so 

Just a minute, I'll tell you the damn agent that 
was bullshitting me, kidding me about putting the 
sticker on the wall. He said that was something 
like I would do, but I didn't do that. Who was the 


young agent at that time working with him. 


[ _]was there at the time. 


No, it wasn't him. 


[ __|was there. 


And there was a guy that worked with[ | what 


was his name,[ it think. I believe it 
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to be| that was kidding me about that. . Bie 
4. [ in my conversation with[ and his informa- 
‘tion on that particular fire bombing, he says that 
there wasn't any information from you on it either, 


but he wasn't handling it at that particular time, 


2. That's right, I don't believe he was either, see. 
4, I know he wasn't. 
24 The way they do was like they go out to Washington, 


they do this. I believe that in my mind I believe 
[was the Gas Eat aes kidding me about - 
putting the BitGkeE up there. Anyway I know there 
was conversation to the Bureau about that fire bombing. 
4. All right. [.__]was interviewed like what 
| you had said in your book about adtaits you gave 
here today. He tells those wyominverviewed him that 
it was not until after that he had a guard there 
in the first place. There was no guard there at ‘ 
that particular time. He says there was never no- 
sign left out there period. | 
2% He's wrong. You know, I know there was a damn sign 


there, the sign said the KKK is watching you. - 
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Well, I read it in your book, it's been related to 
him, I did not, but it's been related to him and 
in his interview he says there was no sign, I think 
in your book you said it was on a tree, you put it 
on a tree. . 
I didn't put it, but it was right beside... 
Oh I know. 
Beside the front of the thing because that's the | 


way they went around. 


Well, anyhow, he says that neither one of those things 


was true. I'm just telling you what he said about 
his guard being there that night was not there. 
He was a big man, the damit man, I can tell you what 


he had on. The man had on a short-sleeved kind of 


shirt and a dark pair of pants because he kept doing 


this when he was lighting that damn cigar, he would 
do like this, and he's a big fat man, I would say 
well over 200 pounds. 


All right, let's come to the church bombing. On 


9/15/63, now we're talking about the 16th Street 
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Shanon Weuins where the four girls were killed, 
okay? 
Okay. 
Here's what the FBI has recorded in their file. 

[ says that he contacted you at 9:00 a.m. that 
morning at your home. You asked him about an explosion 
that happened sometime around 4:00 a.m. that morning. 
You heard the explosion but you didn't know what 
it was. The agent checked and called you back at. 
9:30 a.m., about 30 minutes and informed you that ; 
it was an industrial explosion, that it wasn't, nobody 
was hurt, it was an explosion from some manufacturing 
company. Then he said he hung up, and he called | 

you back. | . : 

On the church bombing? 

Yes, about... 

That's not true. 

Okay, well, let me go through it anyway, okay? 

Okay. | 
Let me tell you what they suid happened that morning. 

You got me now where I ean just tell you hell no, 


go ahead. 
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The agent called you about 10:25 a.m. after the church 


bomb and asked you, told you about it and asked you 


for suspects, and you told bial id 
[_Jana maybe[ _| because they were riding 


together was the reason that you gave him that those 


would be suspects. 

I think I did name some 
was just within minutes 
Are you saying... 

I'm saying I called the 
Okay. | 


All right... 


And I called the Bureau. 


of those names, but that 


after they called me. 


Bureau. 


~ 


that{ i aii not work that day at all. 


Well, you said awhile ago that she... 


She told me, just to tell you exactly what she told 


Okay, they say... 


You can ask me that on the poly. 
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Okay, they said she wasn't there that day. 
She was there, then they're bullshitting you. 
Call it ace and ace, you know. [Cd 
called me, told me that it went down, was glad I | 
was there. I called the Bureau, and the Bureau told 
me, TOMMY, this is the first time you've ever given 
us some shit we don't know what you're talking about. 
Within minutes he told me to hang on. He come back 
and he said Jesus Christ, he said the switchboard 
lit up like a Christmas tree, I gave that to the 


Bureau before they even knew ity 


gave it to me. 


Well, let me tell you what you tora[ ana 


them in Washington D. C. You said that she called 


you and said what the hell is the matter, and she 


said you didn't bomb the church. Did she think that 


you'd be involved in bombing the church? 
Yes, she did. 

Well, I know that... 

Yes, she did. 

All right. 


She was glad to see that I wasn't, in fact, that's 
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what she told me, she was glad to see that I was 


home. That's the truth. 


"  bé 
When, you were talking about; bIC 


when were they riding together? When was the last 
time you seen them together that made you think that 
they may be... | 

That morning they were out, none of ebass people 
were at home. | 


All right, but this is before... 


And if I remember correctly| | was ei 


thin! | who told me, well, she was surprised 


that I wasn't out with them. 

All right. 7 

c.f sd I remember that who told 

me that she was surprised I wasn't out with them. 
But now according to[ you told him this when 
he called you about the bombing. | 
Sic, he didn't call me about it. 

I knew Mr. ROWE, but Ne ree 

Now this one I can tell you. 


I'm still going to go from what he said, and you 
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can question it anyway you want to, but he said that 
you said they were riding together, and what I'm 
asking you... 
That's right, because she told me that they were 
out on missionary work. 
You're saying that at 10:25 a.m., that's not when 
that conversation took place. 
No sir. 
That was later on sometime. 
That was oe in the, well, now I don't Baw, I'm 
just trying to think. what time[ called Me. Lf 
I could just remember that because it wasn't long 
after that, immediately I_got dressed and started 
calling around and not any of the people that I named 
could I find home, neta one of them. And I said 
oh shit, I thought that was unusual that time in 
the morning, on Sunday morning, that none of them 
was at home. | 


Okay. 


Nowf told me and I believe it 


-and I know that she told me, she was very surprised, 
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it waS on missionary work, in fact, I believe she 

said missionary work, I believe she used the phrase. 

That's what you said, you've said that before. . 

Well, I believe that's what she said. It was out 

on missionary work, and.she was very surprised I 

wasn't with them. And I believe she used the phrase 

missionary work. : — 

Let me get tof I'm going to still be on — Pe 
the 16th Street Church bombing and I'll tell you 
when we change over, I'm not trying to confuse you, 
I'm trying to keep you straight on it, but back again... 
Well, that is not true, I can tell that point as. 

blank period. That I know. ce, | 

On April 29th, 1963, this is when [iis having 
you reflect back on these bombings again. He had 

you reflect at that same time on the 16th Street 
bombing, and you told him this. You stated that 
[were to pick you up at 8:30 a.m. 
on the morning the church was bombed, to go downtown 
and watch for blacks going into white churches, but 
that they never showed up. I want to know if you 


told the FBI this on 9/15/63. 
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I didn't tell them this. 


You didn't tell them this at all? 


I don't believe I did, I don't recall that. 


. a b 
You didn't tellf | that particular state- 7 b 


ment? 


oe) 


To the best of my knowledge, I'm going to have to 

say I don't recall that, I don't recall ever standing 
around any black churches just watching people come. 
and go. 
All right, do you remember... : ; 
Because they had a committee for that and I wasn't 

on that. [haa some guys lined up for that. 

Do you remember stating that the night of 9/14/63, 
okay, before the bomb went off the next morning, 
that you were out with[ sar inking 
on 10th Avenue and 39th Street until late. : 
Where is 10th Avenue, if I could just put it in place, 
where is 10th Avenue and 39th Street., Is that down 
there by -the Klavern Hall? 

Well, not too far away from Klavern Hall, it'd be 
toward the airport on lOth Avenue around Stockham 


Valves, you know where that place is. I can't associate 


wo 
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it with anything else. 
And I was supposed to have been there the night that, 
before the church Gombanes” . 
You told... 


That's what I'm saying, I told them I what? 


» & - Sege 
i: -—— 7 said you were out, you told him you were . 


out... You just don't recall being with those people 
that night? | | 

I'm saying that I wasn't. 

I- know, you don't reecall. 

Because in all candor to you, now I stated to you 
that I believe in my mind that I had company that 
night. | | a | 


Yes I know. 


Because I remember saying aw shit in my mind that 


[ J wourtal kill me iff she knew she was there. 


I didn't say anything, I believe I had company that 
night, now I could be wrong, but I think I had company 
that night, and if I did, it come from the B.F.W. 

So in my heart I want to say I was at the B.F.W. 

that night. | 


You remember calling these people though. ? 
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Yes sir, I called them, [ __eattea me, I called 


the Bureau and then I believe[ aia call me,. 
but he wasn't the only one, but that was an hour 

or so later after he called me I thought, now maybe 
I'm wrong. | 

Okay. —_ 

zi thought[ _ealled me about an hour after all 
this thing got going. 

Well I'11 give you the time schedule that he recorded. 
But now, maybe I'm wrong, but you know what I'm saying 
and that church I worked hard on. But I believe 

that that church went down earlier than that, and 

I believe when she called.me within ten minutes or 

less I had a call because it took me, when it really 
went down, he called the, wonder ee heceoid me the - 

SAC or ASAC, but he called one of them first on this 
one. I remember the duty officer telling me that, 

like he said, aw shit, I'd better call the ASAC or 

SAC, I'm not sure which phrase he used, but he éalida, 
the first call went to them on that one, if I remem- 


ber correctly. 


-- All right, now let's move on, let's get on the same -- 
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bombing. I want to cover something that SEP(?) said, 
I want your reaction to it. He says that. you told 
him two weeks passed that bombing at the B.F.W. hall | 
one night with another guy by the name off _ b7 


that you knew who bombed the church, and they'll 


QO 


never solve that bombing. Do you remember making. 
that statement to him? — 

I probably did, I don't recall it, but it's something 
like I would have probably said because I think that 
was politics involved in that, going back up into | 
their headquarters. “Anda there ain't much can be 

done with it and apparently hasn't been done, I was 
right. . 


CHAMBLISS, BOB CHAMBLISS had made the statement re- 


cently that he gave the ingredients of the bomb, 


the 16th Street bomb to ROWE and them. You know 


why he would say that? 

No. 

Other than the obvious, do you know why he would © 
say that? 

No sir. 


Why would he implicate himself by saying he gave 
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the ingredients to you? 
I don't know, but if he had, goddamn, you would have 
already knew about it, I can tell you phat: . 
The reason I wanted you to reflect on ehatce: | 
I don't have to reflect, I can just flat-ass tell 
you. | ; 
Obviously, I know what you're saying, but hé obviously — 
in making that statement has put himself in it. 
Did he make that statement to an official Bees 


Yes. 


Is this something you picked up? 


‘Yes. 


Then you'd better have his head shaved, because he 
ain't too goddamn bright. 

I'm wondering if... 

That would be my answer to that. 

I'm wondering why he would implicate himself. 

I'll be damned if I know, it's telling me He ain't 
eee onaain bright. 

Because knowing that he probably don't think very 
highly of you at this point. 


That's what I figure but I don't know why... 
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Yes and I can understand him trying to get at you, 
but I can't understand him trying to get at you and 
implicating himself. I can understand him... 
To be honest with you, that was a stupid, dumb state- 
ment, okay? That's all I can say to that one. 
Okay. 
But I would like very much for you to ask me that 
on the poly, clear that up. 
Yes, I just wondered if you had some reflection as 
to why he would... 
I'm dumb-founded, put it that way. 
..-he would go to some extreme to implicate himself 
to get you. I can understand going to any other 
extreme. 
No, the only thing I think, I think everybody down 
there thinks the damn thing's gone so long, that 
there anin't going to be nothing done with it. I 
personally believe that. I think right now, what 
this room here is. doing is politiking, now I believe 


that in my heart. I might as well be honest with 


you, okay, I don't think there'll ever be any indictments 


on that bombing. I've said that before, and I say 
. a . wee . . . . an 7 
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that now. The only man, the only reason we're in 
this meeting today is because his boss hen talked 
to him in Washington, I told him I really believe | 
Sincerely, this is the Attorney General, that he 
may do something with it, beeause it's just too 


damn far involved, it's too much involved. If this 


whole bomb thing ever falls down the line, you're going 


to find politicians running up trees, I can tell 


you that. I believe that. 


‘Let me ask you to reflect on something else, TOMMY. 


And apparently I'm right, it's been ten years. 


It's been longer than that. 


~ 


Yes, 


On December 10, 1964,[ | came’ back to you 


and talked to you again, and he asked you again, 


' TOMMY, give me your best opinion. 


He did ask quite a bit. . 
E know he did, and this is what you told him at that 


time. I'd like for you to reflect on it again. 


You said it was. your best opinion thatT 


HERMAN CASH, CHAMBLISS anal» aia the 


16th Street Church bombing. You stated chat [| 
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[| ___prebabty gave directions and assistance 


to it, probably in the planning stages I'm thinking 
about that. You also stated you believeal | 

could assist the FBI and that[ haa knowledge 

of it. What, I never did find why you figured [se 
I believe that that came from that old gal just to 

be honest with you. 


Which one? 


= . | 


if I could just think of the name of that damn place. 


(Unintelligible) Road. 


[eR Well, it may be now, yes, it was [ ] 


~ 


was going on, but I believe that was where that come 
from, because we would, he would have a semen: 

and I would have a scratch, and we was really trying 
to bust that damn thing, you know. And he would 

on what I thought, and we was trying to make ie, 
trying to put it together, but I believe I did tell 
him that, but I think I also told him, that's a mixed 


group that you've got there, see. 


“ & 
\ 

\ 

Hd5- 

- | 

f 
. 7 


od OD Bi 


Pn 


141 
Yes. 
States Righters and the Klansmen there. 
All right, now I've never seen anywhere up until | 
this morning where you put{ fin that group BIC 
or any place in their records. | | | 
Ever since the first meeting, I honestly believe 
in my heart ever Since the first meeting because 
I believe the agent was even telling me, goddamnit, 
TOMMY, I think you're missing the point. In fact, 
I believe in my heart that the first time the agents 
told me that I missed[ aan I know they on 
named it, I just had named the guys in the organization, | 
but maybe the reason why I didn't name him is because. 
I didn't associate with him, see, I hadn't associated | 
much with them. But the Bureau told me, I believe 
I mentioned that to you in Washington, the Bureau 
told me, said goddamn, in fact, I just know in my 
heart[ tol me, said son-of-~a-bitch, 
you're incredible. And this was a couple or three 
months later. You named them all but two. 


I can't find anything else, and the only reason that 


I was interested in thisl | thing is because oe 


| HAL 


J 


“Okay, now that's back in 1961, did you ever, you've 
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you said awhile ago that you had met with him five 
or six times or something. 
But nothing, no socializing. . 
Yes, I understand, but I found in the FBI files where _ - 
you had attended meetings with him and [| | . b7C 
Yes, and in fact the last one was at the bus Seaton 
before it had all them problems out there. 
All right, you're talking about the Mother's Day... 


Freedom Riders. 


never seen him after that point? That's way back. 


The first bombing is two years later. 


62-63. 


~ 


63 yes. Can you remember any time after eee Hig 
after. + I remember you saying it ne [| roup. 
on the Mother's Day that started all that packues 

I read ended | 

(Laughs) you're all right. I know for. a fact, I. 
can say in my mind L've seez, him since then, but . 

I just can't, I know I have. 


Yes. 


But I didn't associate with[ | group enough 
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to know, but the Bureau was the one who named [| 


[a] mean[ Jana Jana 808 crasanirss 


and[ had been like blood brothers for 


years, and again they come up with this way back 
when bombing, so it's way before my time, but apparently 
he had bombings way back somewhere. 

4, All right. 

2% And I think that he even told me that BOB CHAMBLISS 
was charged with bows PoRBIneS, now I could be ieongas 
but I think he told me that BOB CHAMBLISS was charged - 
with some bombings and just skipped out of them. 

4. You don't remember any definite meetings between 
CHAMBLISS ana[ ii you were present or CHAMBLISS, ° 

a | 

2% No, because to be quite honest with you, you'll find 
that in all my beeeinony, all the way through, BOB — 
CHAMBLISS and I didn't hit off at all. _ BOB CHAMBLISS 
tried to stay as far away from me as possible, but 
sometimes he couldn't help it. 

4, BOB CHAMBLISS made the statement back in those days, 
you know, the FBI had more than one source, that 
you could be trusted to do anything, that you'd kill 


a nigger if he told you to and (end of Tape No. 6). 
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So you can't explain him thinking that highly of 
you? 
No, I'm surprised again. We really just didn't 
hit off. BOB, it appeared to me and I think you'll 
find this reflected in all my reports, BOB tried to 
choose his own little following in the organization. 
BOB tried to get his own little army and we resented 
it and then finally he did - he split off and took 
some of them with him as I told you. But that's when 
they had an inner group allegedly of National States 
Rights and Klan involved. The Bureau told me this 
also. | 


So you can't explain any feelings he had toward you 


like that. 


No, I can't. I'm surprised. Just to be honest. 


Right the opposite in other words, 

I can say this. I don't recall ever going on 

any missionary work with BOB, | 

Well, do you remember the statement you gave the FBI? 


I think I told the Bureau that BOB was very capable of 


doing that. There's no question in my mind about that. 


I thought BOB was a dangerous man. I think BOB would 
kill you in a minute and its proven itself to me - I 


think he had a problem down at the Grand Jury down here 
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I here things, too. 
Let's move on to the shrapnel bombing - 
September 25, 1963. When we are talking about Hie. 
shrapnel bombing, we're talking about Sixth Avenue 
and Center Street bombing. The two bombs - | 
That was suppose to have been Like the type bomb - 
in a box. 
Now, here's what the FBI files reflect. Let me Ge 
you a time on these things first because it's 
important. At 1:30 a.m. in the morning of 
September 25, 1963, the first bomb went off€. 
The second bomb went off at 1:40 a.m. Okay? 
They were only six minutes apart. 
See, I thought I heard 9. | 
Okay, here we are. ~ At 1:36 a.m., you are logged 
as calling ine the FBI Office and saying I'm out 
in the western part of the city - I just heard a 
bomb go off. You reported this to the guy who was 
on the desk. He made a notation of it. You hung up 
arid callea[ sata you called him and oe 
while talking to him about this bomb going jee. You 
said,"Wait a minute, I heard another one," and you 


stepped outside the telephone booth. 
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Now is that the ine I was riding with the 
units. 
No sir, you said you were with a girl who lived — . 
carrying her home when you heard this bomb go off. 
fe eee 
Or maybe its reversed — it may be the 1500 Block - 
Well, anyway, I'm trying to figure out where that 
is and who the hell I might have been with. 
You Baia you were in the western part of bie Giey 
and you were carrying this girl friend home. id 
Okay, if that would have been anybody in that 
area as well as I can put it in my head - that would 
have been[ ana I'd be very happy if you 
would ask aw Anouk: Giae, too. That's the only one I. 
know who lived out that way. 


All right. While you were in the phone booth, while 


you were talking tol | two officers came by, 
one by the name of[ _fana one by the name off | 


They saw you in the phone booth and they pulled up and 
asked you - you stepped out of the phone booth - they 
asked you what's happened. You said, "I don't know - 


nothing." They drove on. : 


I believe I knew anf gk just to be honest with you. 


I wouldn't swear to that but I believe I knew. 
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4, In their reports back then, they report that they 
did stop and that you said, " I don't know", and 
they went on trying to figure out where this bomb 
went off and as they drove on off a little later 
another bomb went off and you stepped back out 


of that phone booth again. This is when you heard 


bé 
the second one while you were talking tof ‘bIC 
All right. [ aamit that they saw you 


there and that they talked to you while you were 

there and the FBI confirms that you were there ina 
phone booth according to your own admission and that 
you were telling them that the reason you were calling 
first is you heard the first bomb and then while. . 
you are talking tof | the second one goes off. 
You went on to tell them that these guys tried to get 
in touch with you later on and that you went by to see 
them and there was somebody there [| came in 
or something so you just left and didn't ever talk to. 


them. Do you remember any of that? 


2. I'm not sure. I want to say yes but I'm just not 
sure. It seemed to me like I knew[ | 
4. All right, do you remember being in the phone booth 


and calling them about this particular bomb? 
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I honestly don't. I want to say I do but in my mind 

I just can't put it there because I think the time I 
eared them was when they were rioting down by the 
park on, I guess, it's Fifth. If I get it down there, 
I can tell you that. I'm not going. to tell you wrong. 
Well, that's the way it was recorded in the FBI Office. 
I'm just reading you anatie eeterded there. 

what[ | sai and what the officer sais it was on. — 


ii 
If I did, it would have been with a gal named 


Pd 
saa pee I just don't remember 
Birmingham that well to put myself in the streets. 

[tg can tell you that. 
Let me see if I can refresh your memory a little nee, 
to see how far it did go. Do you remember a couple of 
Officers telling you to tell the Klan, "Don't put any 
more bombs out like that - you're aaihe to kill some 
policemen. We don't mind you Killing these niggers - 
That was later. I think[ | toa me that, too. 
Very close to that at one time. . And there was another 
officer who worked the beat over there. Yes, I do | 


remember some of that if not - — yes. 


At a later time - - 


Yes, this is a later time. 


Okay. You said that{ stot you that. 
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2% They may have. ‘Cause I believe I knew zz 5 on 
. Dic 


if I'm not mistaken I knew him like I knew[ | 
[___dhere before but not personally or socially 
but I knew him. And as we reflected this morning, I 
rode in a lot of those police cars with those officers. 
os They claimed you told the FBI that they told you that 
they saw a person and they described him and you said 


by the description that they gave, that could be 


a Do you remember them telling you that they saw a ; 
fellow leave the scene about like that? These officers 
that we are still talking about - the same two, 

2% No, I don't, I think if I had I would have immediately 


told whoever it was handling me at that time. 

4. Well, they said you told him. . 

2s I believe it wats - maybe I did 

A, No, this isl | put[__Jsaia cae you told 
him about this time, about the officer stopping and 
talking to you while you were on the phone to him and 


then about your going by later on because they wanted 


es 
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to talk you. 
26 I believe I did tell them - in all candidness - I 


believe I did tell them there was somebody described 
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Well - 
Niggers - what I think I told them. 


Well, you probably did. You went on to say that they 


described this person leaving and you told the FBI 


you don't know which one, [iin an 


interview with the FBI, also in an interview recently, 
have denied any of that except that they did see you 
and did stop and they claimed that they ciew-oou were 
working for the FBI at that particular time. 

They didn't know. They were getting a lot of different 
information, a lot of different people - = : 
The phone booth you were in was within three blocks of 
where the bomb went off. Did you see anything there 
before you got in the phone booth? | 

I wish I could just picture myself at that Sanh phone . 
booth. That's what I'm trying to do. | 

Let me see if I can find that chart and show him 

that diagram. 

'Cause if I got my locations right - going out ~ 

I remember a cemetery. That's why I keep referring to 
a cemetery ~- ‘cause you either have to turn left or 


right as it is a deadend street. But if I got my 


‘bearings right, it's back this away and on the left 


going out. Am I right? But I can't place a“phone 
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booth right Ehenes It seemed to me like it was 
right down in nigger town. 
4. . All right. . 
2% ‘What I'd like to do and I don't mind at all - it you 
Havens already - is check with this[_ Jana see, Bs 
She would probably tell you if she was with me Or 
not. I dated her quite a bit. 
Le I've interviewed[ | 
2s Oh have you? . 
4, Let's get back on that just a second. 
On September 12, 1963, three days before the 
16th Street bombing - this wasn't given to the 
FBI at that time - it was given to them later and F 
we'll run into it in a minute but since you got this. 
all in your mind, I want you to stay right with this 
shrapnel bombing for a few minutes. You said that 
i-— 1) CHAMBLIS and [ __|naa a coffee break during 
- the Klan eee aa on September 12, 1963, discussed how 
to make a shrapnel bomb. 
Ze Yes, it was discussed several times. 
4, At this particular meeting though you told the 
FBI how they said you could make a shrapnel bomb. 


Who did the talking? 


4. | . You didn't mention[ at all. 
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[was the one who brought the bombs to the 7 a 


plant. Apparently, he was supposed to have been a 
bomb expert. 

Okay. You don't remember this particular conversation, 
per se? | 

To be honest with you - it seems like I do. Because 

it seems like I told them that they were even Filing 
down the damn nuts and bolts and Sevees But it seems 
to me like BOB CHAMBLIS was thées, too. I swear to 
god it dees: If I didn't list him, he probably wasn't. 
Because I listed it just as it happened in my mind. | 
TOMMY, I'm going to ramble a little bit with you | 
on dates. | | 

Well dates Srenit doing any good ~ it's been too 
many years. | ; 

But, maybe when I tell you something you might be 
able to reflect on it some and that's the reason for 


making this type of statement. I want to give you 


the dates only because its before or after. 
On June 25, 1964, you told the FBI that[ 


that[ was close to the 16th Street Church on 


September 15, 1963, the day it went off. In the early 


morning hours, that[ had something oof 
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or vice versa -— do you remember why that 
conversation was held and what you are talking 
about here? 

2% Again, it seems to me like that I believe I mentioned. 
to this, that there was some scuttlebut | a 
I got back that maybe| was involved and I was 
trying to feel Sih out - in fact I tried to fish him 
a little bit. | 

4. What's this with[ __] though? | 

2a It seemed to me like they were just having - 

z well, their personalities just split, really what 

it was. They were always trying to set the other one_ 
Ney It was over some whiskey and I don't think 
you'll find I took much stock in that. I did report 
it but I didn't take much in it because I didn't 
much believe that. I knew[_—sjalso. 

4. The statement is there, that's all. 

2. I believe it was there. I believe that[___]was 
trying to imply to me that[__]had something to 


do with the bombing. I had more tendency to lean toward 


4, On February 7, 1964, you said that{ 


met at a drive-in for one and a half hours. You didn't 
- elaborate. Did you know what that meeting was about? 
This was in 1964, now. About five months after the - 


church bombing. 
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A drive-in. 

You did not say which one. 

[ No, it's not coming to me. 

Okay. | 

I'm not ignoring you. I'm looking up and gevking 

my shit together in my head. 

a ndeEaeana: On February 8, 1964, the next day, 
you got together with _—id| with some blasting 
caps. You remember that? . 


These are the blasting caps we discussed earlier and 


now then[ sds asking for some of them - 


not{ yes| sj asking you- about 


~ 


them and you are going to furnish them. 
I didn't have them. 

Beg your pardon? 

I don't think I wold have had them. 
Well, according to this eaeeeae - 

See, if I would have kept chen the Bureau would have. 
come out and got them or usually: they took pictures or 
something of everything you had - | 

Let's patede it just a little pies According to 

the records, - - | 

I could have had but I. just don't know why just me ~ 
if I had kept them myself, I think the Bureau would 
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4. You mention a guy by the name off ox ane 
[dor something. _ 


2. [| tron Bessemer. 
4. In this particular thing, you gavel sd 


five or six caps, according to your report to the 


FBI. 
2. Now that was at a meeting in the Tutwiler Hotel. 
4. That's right. 
2. That's right. Yes I do réeali this and they had 


Agent was assigned to sit down and my assignment was 
to find out who had the caps at the end of the meeting 
and if they were going anywhere. “3 
4. Okay. | | | 
26) And we had it lined up to where we were up on the 
top floor - the second floor, I believe —- and we © 
had to walk down some big wide steps in the hotel 
and I was instructed to get the man who had the caps 
on my right, coming down the steps. I believe my 
instructions were to get - walk- so that he would be 
on my right hand and that would identify who had the 
caps. | 


4. Do you remember - — ? 


they called him. I think I walked right down with[ | 
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couple of steps down in front of us and myself, and 


[_|naa the caps at that time. We come out the 


door - followed us out. I remember | 
saying that he was going to kif | 

[| naa been hasseling him a lot and to make a 
long story short ~ if he followed us over in the 
alley across the street, he was sing to kill him. 
And it got so bad, he did - in fact we all three - 
pulled guns waiting for him to come up the aiLey and 

[_] watkea 10 feet up the alley.-[ was on . 
one side behind a car and I was on another and 

| |was behind another - we were standing right. 

_ beside him ana I said, "Are you really going to kill 
him?" He said, "I'm going to kill him." I had 
aieenay my pistol out and I cocked it back and my 
whole eyseen was telling me Jesus fucking Christ 
what do I do here? I can't let him kill che agent. 
I looked over and I knew damn well that where[ 


was,[ could shoot me. In my mind that's what 


I remember. 


| sata that didn't happen that way. 


That sure happened. 


Okay. Let me cover something -. 


ue 13 


I think I did to be honest with you. It's been 
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ee up , ee said, son 


"Hi there,[ | How's things going, baby?" 

It pissea| ote because he thought he was trying to 
embarrass him in front of the group. 

Do you remember - - 

Now[ _|knows that happened because we diseusded 
that not once but, Jesus, dozen of times. IN fact, 


bought me a beer, took me to his home. [ 


took me to his home to have a few beers,: 
Do you remember giving] | some blasting cape 
with electrical wires attached to them? 
I don't believe that was that night, 


No. I don't have the time. 


a long time - but it seems like I did. 

Do you remember why? And for what purpose? 

It seemed to me like I told the Bureau - 

‘cause I think they asked me to describe them —_ 
they were little ole bitty shit'un things. They 
look like metal and a little piece - looked like 
something that would go on a réllephone or something 
along that line. I'm not sure, it's been so long. 


I really think that I do legally recall that instance. 


Puts you at a meeting with CHAMBLIS at[ house 
~ a Sr ee 


on more than one occasion. 
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2s I've only been inf house one time. _ _ 
4. All right. There's no record in the FBI where “* 


that meeting took place. Do you remember why 


or can you explain to me what happened there 


or why - 
2s These caps? 
4. Beg your Sarda? 
De With these caps? 
A. No, I'm not sure it's with the caps. The fact is 


| Jacesare say it's with the caps. 
26 The only time I've ever been inf 


house was the night that we went to that missionary 
work out at that white guy's house. That night we F 


come back in. 


4, The night that you were going to flog the guy? 
2. We did flog the guy. _ 
4, was| with you that night? 
2s Yes sir. 3 
4, So that's the only time you were over at his house? > 
Zs The only time I've ever been in his home. 
4. Do you remember - 
7 23 That I recall. 
| 4. Do you remember going back to his house one time 


or 2 = about that press that was stolen out of Tuscaloosa? — 


te We didn't go in his house. 
4. But, you remember goinq.over there? : 
2. Yes sir, I do. ~ AB 


$n 


158 
4. You remember someone else going over there? 
2. Yes, but we didn't go inside his home. I've only 


been inside his home one time and that was just 


briefly. 

4. Were you in the garage part at any time in the back? 

2. No sir. | 

4. Just in the front. 

2. Yes sir. | | , . | 

4. you remember this guy named[—S—~—SS—SSSOS Cc 

2. Up in that little town where the black kid was? . 

4. noo] | who was in the Klan. 

2. He must not have been in there very long. 

4, Well, you remember being in the presence of[ _| 

| whenf | to1d[ | that he knew enough on 
CHAMBLIS to put him in the electric chair. 

2. I've heard that several times. 

4. You told the FBI that on a meeting on April 4, 1964, 
you were with[ Jana in your presence[ | 
made this statement tof 

2. I've heard that several times and it would not 


surprise me that I made that. statement. This guy 


[ _|eoura not have been a regular because it's 


just not sticking with me see. He wasn't in there 
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very long. 


[ __ ace into the Klan about the time of the . BES 
Cahaba River meetings - along in there. Okay - so | | 
a little later - . | 

is[ | the guy who went down to eke river. 

and was going to kill me along with the guy with the dog? 
Yeah. | | 
see| __|- I didn't have much to do with him ~ 

I can tell you that. 'Cause he's not ringing a bell 
with me at all. | 
CHAMBLIS said that through another source that they 
had that you told him what[ sai. ” 

I'd kind of doubt that - like I said - because 7 
we just didn't communicate at all. I bet I haven't 
said 10 words to BOB CHAMBLIS in my lifetime. 

Do you remember on necenber a 1964, when a guy 
namea[_|- let me see if I can get this in your 
mind by telling you the rest of the story ~ called 
you - he was Scie ee have - he was going to be 
interviewed by the FBI and he knew CHAMBLIS — he 

told you he knew CHAMBLIS was directly involved in 

the church bombing and he was afraid of this 
interview he was fixing to have. In fact, he called 


you twice and you told the FBI on both occasions that _ 
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"Hey, when you interview this guy - he says he 
knows CHAMBLIS is directly involved in the 
church bombing." Do you remember that[ bIC 
Is he a big man? | | 
I wouldn't know. 
In my mind I think I've got him pictured. Yes. 
He was in the Klan. 
Yes, in my mind I think I know who he is. 
Do you remember that conversation? 
I didn't have much dealings with him. 'Cause 


I think you will find in all my reports he was 


No, he wasn't at a lot of the meetings. . 


That's right. | 


But evidently he knew you and he called you and 


talked to you, trying to figure out how to handle 
this interview. *. 

Because I was Klokan,. 

Is that why you think he called you? 

Yes sir, I know that's why. 

Okay. You were Klokan Chief at that particular time 
in 1964? | | 


Yes, 
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4. You remember on the night - if you can give me 
some kind of thing on this - "cause this happened 


me 8 — ig 
September 26, 1964. You told the FBI that{ bie 
[ana you got in the car and left the 


Sand Ridge Country Club - 


Ze A couple of times. 


2. Yes sir, 


oe [ _] requested of[ | some dynamite. [| 


: leaves and comes back with eight sticks of dynamite. 


ert ae - That's what{ | said now, right? , : 


: You were there. 


4 

Dig Yeah. But we didn't see - we saw a package go in. 
4. But you didn't see eight sticks of dynamite, 

2. No sir. But he did get a package from him. 


; -45 caliber machinegun and five or six grenades, 


° I believe that to be correct. Yés sir. 


4 

2 

4. [ _] brought them back and gave them cof 
4. In your presence? - 

as Yes sir. 

4 
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ne We gavel a polygraph test and he a 


passed that polygraph test that this never happened... - 


2s Well, I'll be damned. It sure happened. ee 
4, Okay. Do you know who owned a black 1957 Ford? 
Came up to your house and picked you up one time or 


you were in the presence of from time to time? 


Do you remember who owned that black 1957 Ford? 


2. | A 1957 Ford? 
4. Black. 
2. Four-door. 
: Te I'm not sure, | ; _— : 
4. I think it was a four-door, I'm not sure. pS - 
2. I don't recall a '57 Ford. | 
4. Can't recall it? 
2. No sir - right off hand I just don't know anybody 


in a '57 Ford. 

4, . All right. In a meeting with SHELTON on 
August 22, 1963, he told you that CHAMBLIS was a 
good bomber and that he had four trusted mane Did 
he ever tell you who those trusted men were? Do you 


remember the conversation, TOMMY? 


2. Would that have been in Tuscaloosa? I honestly 
don't. 
4. ‘I'm not sure where you were. 
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I don't recall at this time that conversation. 

I didn't make the reference here. 

"Cause if I had I would have named the four men. 

But you don't remember the eanverestion right off hand? 

No sir, I really don't. | | 

ALL right, on March 24, 1963. I'm going to Bounes 


around on you - 


No problem. If I remember I'll tell you and if I don't - 


there's [*Y resiaence and you told 


the FBI that you heard the explosion but you don't 
say where you were when you heard this explosion - 
you don't say what vicinity you were in. Do you | - 
remember anything about that one? It may be listed 
on your - - | 

I think I looked at thse and didn't put Beene down 


I don't think I even remembered that. 


Well, you called the FBI and told them that you 


heard the explosion. 


I'm talking about the name. The name doesn't tell 
me a thing. 


Okay. 


I was looking at that[ Now that name 


doesn't tell me anything at all. 
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4. All right on April 1, 1961, we're going way back again, 
if I confuse you I wish you would just say, "Hey, 
wait a minute," 


2s I will. 


4. . Okay. You were at| | residence in — i 
[ according to your report to the FBI. 
[was there[ was there and[ was there 


also. Do you remember what happened at that meeting? 
Why you were there? | 

2. Not right off hand I wouldn't. 

4. In May 15, 1961, he told the FBI that] group 

, . is the one who started everything, not the Klan and 
you were referring to the bus station that - 
Mother's Day thing - at the bus station. Do you 
remember what car you were driving that particular 
time? 

2% At the bus station — car. I think I had a green 
and white Chevrolet but it was not down near it. 
I don't believe I was in my particular vehicle 


because when I got my throat cut we were inf] 


4. All right, you did say awhile ago that you told the 


FBI about your meetings with[ all 
of them - that you met witnf 
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To the best of my knowledge, everything that 

I've told to you I've told to them. 

All right, do you remember a meeting in 

Prattville - back in 1961 again - where they . 
burned a car| was with you down there? e 
That's where they burned that Volkswagen, . | 

Do you remember that?_ | 

Some of it I do. 

Do you remember who turned that car over? 


About 20 people. 


All right. Do you remember[ iP a 


If I do - if I got him on my mind - he's tall and 
skinny - 
No. 


Then that ain't him 


there - can you remember that the car burned? 
Yes, the car burned. The car burned sown - in 
fact I think it burned up. It was a small green 
Volkswagen, © 

A newsman was in it. 

A nsespaver man was in it. 


Come off down through the field. 


Come off down through the.field and I believe ~__ 


_ standing around and then he come up there again and 
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[ the Highway patrol and the : _ BIC 
[ eve telling him to keep his ass back. 


He come out a couple of times and he came out and 

the first time he came out though ~- if I remember 
correctly - a couple of Klansmen Beane him and 

there was a young Highway Patrolman that run over 

there and was going to get in it and going to break 

it up. I£ I remember correctly, this is where that 
[ Jeera him says, iheedoa damn it. I told 

you to stay back there. You get your ass back over 

in kine." And they had squads of Highway Patrolmen 
one of the Klansmen fell in a pit - fell in an old 
well-type thing. And when he fell in there, this 

guy came over to take pictures of the crap and stuff 

and they beat the hell out of him and tore his car - 

and burned it. In fact, I think it ara buen a 

think it burned up. In my heart, I think it Bienes eae 
Were you one of the ones who helped turned the car over? 
Do you remember? 

I doneeeay don't know if I turned the car over. - I nea 
I hit him. In all fairness, I know I hit him but I 
don't believe I turned the car over. I did hit the 


reporter. 


Yes, I did. 
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But do you remember it cresrig; that the car 
burned. 

yes sir. In my heart, cme car burned. I believe 
it burned. | 
All right, 

I could be wrong but I think the car burned. 

That car Saige on fire. 

As early as November 8, 1961, you went to a Klan 


meeting in Warrior, Alabama. Can you elaborate any 


.on what the Warrior Klan was doing in Warrior, Alabama. 


There's nothing in your file - . 
They weren't doing a helluva lot there. We didn't 
get up there very much because ~ BOBBY wasn't happy 


with them. BOBBY wasn't happy with[ up there b6 


- bIC 
which would have beenf ane another 


Klansman. He just wasn't happy with the results or 
the guys he was getting up there. And we went up there 


to pull their charter. And that's when they had a guy 


up there called| I don't know his name but 


foe ee 


Are you talking about[ iP 


[ 


Okay. Did you know him? 


Do you remember his real name? 
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Well, I know who that is. He's a big man about 

my size, 

That's right. 

Because he would put on his suit - button the damn 
suit and count to three and none of us could out draw 
him and not whipping his suit up, unbutton both 
buttons his coat - it was incredible. I told the 
Bureau this. He buttoned this save completely up - 
unbutton his suit - not miss a button ~ unbutton his - 
suit and whip out and draw down on you before you 

can leave your holster. He said he practiced as much 


as six hours a day in front of the mirror. That's right. 


(End of Side 7) 
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Begin Side 8 
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I want to just cover some things I was writing 

some notes I was writing while you were answering 
questions for them. I was making notes. | 
When you first started this morning —- I'm going | 
to cover the same bombings again and have you clear 


up some things for me in your answers. 

b6 
For instance, the[ | Motel andi bIC 
bombing, when you were talking to[ about 


them, you mentioned the Warrior Klan Squad. You were 
aware that Warrior Klan had a Suuad: 5. °S 

Yes Sir, I believe so. . § 
Do you remember anybody who was in it? 

No sir. 'Cause I believe we were only out there 

a couple of times - I chink there were only a couple 
of times that we were out there, 


In early 1961, did you know that[ was up there 


in that Klavern. [as up there - the 

guy you called[ while ago. | 

was up there. | 

You don't remember about| Pp | 
came | thought[_|came down with us. I peieus 


came from someplace to us. But I think[ LL 


came down. to Eastview 13. 
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All right. You said you don't remember anything 
about windows being broken but there was a | 
demonstration supposed to take place. Can you tell 
me what you know about that demonstration that. 


night that it was suppose to take place - at the 


I honestly don't know. As well as I recall, I want 

to say it was around the meeting. They had a big 
meeting in the hall over there at the[ 
Motel. it woes dinner if I remember correctly. | 
Some kind of signee oose theca OF = 

All right, you're saying that the blacks had a | ~ 
denonstracton chat night. 

Is that what you are saying? 

Yes. : 

Not the Klan. 

Not the Klan. . _ és . . 
Okay. The first time I heard Room 30,[ | Motel, 
was in this room today. pid you tell the Bureau 

that Room 30 was the target for the[_| Motel? 


Yes sir. 


And where did you hear that from? 


Sir, I believe I got that from either[ 


[_i- i pelieve| | I even named that — 
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room in my book ‘cause it stuck out with me. 

All right. You said - - 

I was also told that he was Sanposea to have been in 
that room but he left early. | - | 

You're talking about KING? 

KING. Dr. KING. | 7 
If I recall correctly,[{ J made the statement —s 
that that was bullshit - they may have said he was 
gone out of town but he was over at a dinner at - 

an integrated dinner he had - a eaiey: | 

All right, you mentioned there were five neopiscthae 
were in KING's group that the Klan had nei teeares in. 


there. One of their names wasf That name 


is totally new to me in all my reading, I've never 


seen it. 


[was probably in the Klan - - | 


Yt 


[ 


[se Okay. And he was the one who was in there? 
Yes. . | 
Okay. I had it wrong. 

He was in there when I went in there. 


How did he get in KING's group? .... 
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The only thing I can tell you about that is that 


Se She 
BOBBY and [gg BOBBY SHELTON came down, | ““p7c 


thing - two of those people were from the Bessemer 
Klavern. That went over to Dr. KING's room. 

Because they were talking about who they could use 
to gat them in there that the local police didn't 


know too much about. They pickea[ | because 


he was a little bit more settled and I think you could 


‘ 


term him more affluent than the average Klansman 
in posture - he carried himself that way. I do know 
that[ —_| gave me something in an envelope on three 


separate occasions, if I remember correctly, to give 


them tol ana we had a big hassel over 
that because[ had been elected out of 


office, per se. 
What was in the envelopes? 
Reports of some type. Let's say paper. More than 


one sheet of paper I can tell you that. 


Yes sir. now[ supplied me with a list of 


“names. they had been going over to the churches and he — 


had had his men over getting tag numbers and he wanted 


H56-) 


[ _]toua me there were two names on the list that Be 


( me | . 
173 @ 


us to see if we knew any of these people or 
I guess it was 15 names or more. I supplied these 
to the Bureau and they took pictures of them. And 
be 
for me to just disregard - they had asterisks out 
beside them ~- and he told - to just disregard them 
and not worry about them. They were people working 


for him. And I would very probably see them and 


their cars around the meetings. I relayed this 


information on. However, down at the bottom 


in the middle of these names, I see [ 


name down there. and[ was very set back. 


Surprised when I said,"Hey, this is our [ 


And he just kind of gave me a bunch of crap seaaay and 
laughed it off. Well, I iegia soppedtate Saue noe 
saying too much. He never did anything porns basically 
but he's helping the cause and all of it. "I'd been 


knowing[ _|for[_ | Years,"I think he told me. 
So that was on that. 


you said that[ | stated iz was the arangueoall: | 
speaking of Room 30? | ee 
Yes sir. I believe he did. I think it was[__|who 
isia-aa that. It's the wrong room. . 

Okay. | 


I was either[ one of the two. 


sy 
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All right. When you were talking to[ _ | awhile ago. oer 
on this| si fist bombing — you 

said you weiieued Gu was CHAMBLIS,[ __| CASH, 

and Speaking of the crossover, | 

you put in nobody that I know of who was really in 

the other unit - you saidd Were 

they the ones you were talking about Ae the. crossover, 
with the SRP, the National States Rights Party? 

No, because[ sian’ get along 

too well. | | 

I see, You're talking about CHAMBLIS as one of the 
crossovers. 

That's right. " CHAMBLIS and - 

> | ; | 

him - | : 

You did name him, which I didn't know whether you 
meant he was a crossover or not,‘ 

Yes. 

All right. You said you had eberat meetings with 
aa We touched on it awhile ago. Do you remember 
any of them that he gave specific instructions on 
missionary work? (Pause) [ 

I'm trying to think. 


Okay. 
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No, I quite honestly believe that[ | - 
he had set it up where[ was "To talk to 


c= I believe at that time. [| woura have 
all of his meetings [fas I told you - 


he took the bag from there and went on up and I 


really think tried =) 


Okay. 


[__ja couple of times together. 
Yes ‘sir. . | : “ 
How do vou know that? 


[ was talking to us going up to Tuscaloosa = 


talking tof about it and he said that 


iP — ji gets him so pissed off sometime that he wants 


~ 


like that. 
He's speaking of the time -— he said they were up there 
in the office a couple of times? 


Yes sir. 


[| __]saia this? 


Okay. 
I just thought of that - I didn't think of that, but 
I did do that. I was going to Tuscaloosa. | 


' 
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On the second bombing - September 4, 1963, you 


abe es! 
said you were riding with arrowoop[ | . 


Po 


I believe I was. 

Okay. When did ARROWOOD die? 

1962. 

So it couldn't have been ARROWOOD. He dies in 1962. 
Yeah. He died coming from my house that night. 
Yeah. I understand that. But it was in 1962. So 


we're talking about 1963, so we’can eliminate ARROWOOD. 


I did most of my riding with[ | I did most . 
of my riding withf | | 


Okay. So we are saying that those two -. 

we've narrowed it down to those - _ 

It could very possibly be[ | 

Okay. I rode with several OE them ~ in fact, I 
rode with that[ | the more I thought about it 


at lunch. [ _]was the utility type. But I rode 


with> on a couple of occasions but 
[was a second man. I knew if I kept on 


On this call that you said the FBI called you'at 


5:30 or 6 a.m., on the morning after this bombing 


i) 
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on September 4, 1963, on September 5, 1963, in 

the early hours of the morning, 5 or 6 a.m., 

you said the FBI called you at home and ya'll. 
discussed this particular bombing. 

This is the second bombing? 

Yeah, this is the second bombing. However, there's 
nothing in your file at all - there's nothing relating 
to this second bombing in your file at all. 

Are you confused about maybe that bombing or are 
you sure it was on that date? The second bombing 
they call it. 


Sir, in my mind. I'm going to have to tell you — 


just like I see it. _ — 


In my mind and my heart, it was the second bombing. 
Well - | | 

I'm not going to tell you wrong - you know I just 

as well tell you I don't know but in my mind I don't 


know why:I'm having to keep saying the second bombing. 


Well, the first bombing doesn't show that they called 


you that morning either. I'm wondering why they 


- give me your opinion - why they wouldn't write 
something like that up. 
I quite honestly don't know. 


Okay. 
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I can tell you this from just talking to you and 
seeing what you have there - you've got less than 
1/l0th of the reports that I made. As I told you - 
and I'm willing to get on that poly - I was 
reporting on an average of 8 to 12 times a day fox 
months. | 
Well, let me - 

Ever since the sit-ins at the dime store - down on 
19th Street. Right off the other side - 

Mr. ROWE, let me clear something up for you. 
Before May ll, 1963, I paid very little attention 
to your file. ‘I asked you very few questions about 
May 11 and before that time in 1961 and 1962,. 
because they are not important to me ~ so it don't 


make any difference. This is not near what all they 


had - it's what they have that is important to me. 


There's numerous things that you reported to them 
and there are several files, you know, inches thick, 
but they just do not relate to this particular 
instance here. I'm just speaking of what's in that 
file pertaining to these particular days. | 
There should be more than this. . 

Evidently there should be. But it's not there, 

I'm just trying to get it out the best I can as to 


what you remembered. * 
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No, I'm not trying to be facetious with you - 


in my mind I have to say what I feel. 


. Let me ask you a couple of questions that may 


bear on this. You always made out the reports 
yourself. | 

Not after about the first three or four months 
I did Sidey ine I turned around. 


Then after the three or four months — then what 


happened with respect to your reports. You didn't 


make written reports - who made the reports? 


I made some and the Agents made some. 


Whenever you made the reports to an Agent in your 
presence did he make the report while you were — 
there? Or take notes? 

Sometimes he did. Soneenes he'd use a tape 
recorderand sometimes he'd aes. genes - | 
Okay. Take from around 1963 where he's talking about - 
No, back then it was so hot and heavy to tell you 

the truth - I just don't - I can honestly say a 

aavea times a day I was calling in. To give you oie 
quick example. I went to a movie on a Sunday and 

they told ees call every half an hour. That was 


just before the Freedom Rider bus. I caught hell - 
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[_]- no, no — there's an older guy around the We 
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I mean holy hell - because I went to the movie 

and didn't get up out of the movie and come call 

and let them know where I was. | 

Did the Agents ever have you co-sign any reports 

they made or review the -reports before they submitted 
them? 

No, 

Do you know whether bhey made the reports the same 
day you made it to them or whether they let it | 
accumulate over several days - do you have any 
information - | | 

Both - I can tell you that, 

How do you know that? 

Because the Agents would tell ine. 


Like what would they say? 


same time ~- shit, he'd have 15 copies sitting on 

his desk and he'd have 10 hours of paper work to 

try to catch up. Sometimes they couldn't go back: 

to the office. . os 
you are saying then that he didn't. make the reports 
on you necessarily day by day —- that sometimes he's 
accumulate them a day or two or whatever, 

That's true. I don't know how many times.. 


That's all. 
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stealing the dynamite. But that report as it 

was turned over to the FBI was second-hand and 

not first-hand knowledge to you. But here you give 
it as first-hand knowledge. To them you give it | 
that someone told you about it ~ that this was 

what they were doing ~ they were going to steal - 

no, you didn't even say that they may have taken 

it feon that construction site is the way that you 
put’ it. I'm not sure that they did but you got _ 
some type of information from somebody that that 
possibly could have been so and so that stole that 
stuff. But here you put it on a first-hand basis 
that you were there when they planned it and that 

you were there when[ __jand all of them went over 
stealing the dynamite and planned to go out there and 
steal it. | 

I wasn't with them. If I tell vou that then I've 
either got myself confused. I wasn't with them 

when they stole no dynamite. | 


No, you didn't say you were with them — you said 


you were with them when they planned it. 


That's correct. There were discussions of the dynamite. | 
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In the FBI report, they say that you told them 
that some of the suspects could be so and so, 
according to so and so. But you did not say - Se 


I believe the information you're speaking of came 


b2 
fronf I could be wrong but I think b6 


byC 


was also feeding me information 


All right. You said here that[ | made the bomb 


b7C 
and [spaced the bomb, Now we are 


talking about the second time. I don't find it anywhere 


in the FBI files at all. ~ ne ie 
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2% | Sir, they had that. I think I questioned that 
when you first told me about that. I believe . : 
my statement to runes that{ sand = bie 
i= -4| stated to me that the god damn thing went 
off so quick that it liked to have blew him against 
the god damn wall and rickochetting like a ball down 
Between MNS NEL Ray way 
4. Okay. . 
Ze The Bureau told ee 
told me they had this guy with them and he 
picked it up and he said, "Son of a beteH.S 
I knew we'd lost you.” I think I told you that” 
earlier. ‘Cause we're going to lose you back up 3 
in them damn woods up there. -He said, "But Jesus 
Christ, it come over beautifully," now that's what | 
he told me. And te even told me, "How in the hell 
did we try to figure out how we could get this 
conversation back up and he admonished me to be 
very careful because I had done this two or three 
times already. The same subject witn[ gor the 
Bureau, now. Not for me. For the Bureau. And 
everytime they told me to lead him into it but 


be careful because he just wanted to stay right on it.. 
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4. Was it because they didn't get it recorded the 
first time? 7 | 

ee No, I think they were trying to get him to talk 
more about it. That was the impression that I had. 

4. Well, was there any more information he could give 


you on it that he had not already given you? 


You said that{ gave you orders - I'm sorry — bé6 
b7c 
[_]made the bomb anf_—~«dpllaced 


the bomb. Was there something else that you could 

have told them or got from them that they wanted? 
ae I quite honestly don't how. I know they are 

very hot for - I know they were after him more 


than anybody. At that time they wanted me to stay 


with him. 
4, Okay. - | | 
2s . To. live with him anaf That was - 
ineveuctions: 


4. [ ___| made the bomb. How did you know that 
[made the bomb? 


2; I guite honestly believe that again that usually 


where I got 90 per cent was either[ . 
[ta me. Because they were bitching. 


about what piss-poor bomb he was making to supposed . 


to have been a professional. 


4. ad right you said[ | gave the orders to 
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That's right. 


Okay. 


And it was a mixed group -— from Bessemer - . 


[wanted to bomb it but you: 


convinced them to do something else rather than 
bomb it. 
Get this ~ I might be wrong - but I think it was 


[ that night that got it - that was 


screwing around in there when we heard this blast 


go off and one of the Klansmen shot[ | I believe 


it was[ shot him in the hand. With a .45. 

I believe it was| who got shot. | 

= - get their weapons together to go out there, 

Do you remember describing awhile ago this bomb 

in a cigar box back in his belt right here? 

Yes sir, | 

You still remember that? 

Yes sir. 

Inside the box - how was it composed? 

That I don't know. All I can tell you is that he had 
a box right here and I think in my heart that it was 
a Tampa Nugget cigar box -seemed to me like I saw a 
picture of-.a cigar on it -and writing over the top and. 
around it ~ like a football with writing around both 
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sides, top and bottom. I think in my heart I'm 

just going to have to tell you I think it was a 

Tampa Nugget cigar box, 

All right. If I tell you that both’ of the bombs 

that were theows and there were two thrown that night 
were glass jugs - how would you explain the eigat box? 
I quite paneseiG deat know. What I saw here - 

now I'm going to have to tell you - what I saw are? 
was a cigar box - I know that -but what kind? I 
think it was a Tampa Nugget cigar box. 

All right. Did you ever see the glass jugs? . 
No sir. 

You never saw the two items that were found there 
at the firebombing by the police. 

If I had I know I would have told the Bureau and 

I know I didn't tell 'um because I didn't see them. 
Well, according to the Bureau, you didn't tell them 
anything. But what I'm saying is what came out of 
the evidence that was turned over to the FBI Laboratory. 
No, I did not see that or I would have told them. 
No, I've never seen any glass jugs. | 

Okay. You said there were about 30 people in 

on Ents: eiecoonea nd - the planning aud all of this 


kind of stuff - you remember? 


HI) 
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2% 


4. 


2. 
4. 


19% 


I honestly believe there was about that many. | 


There was about the same amount as there was at 


the time az took us out to a training camp 


out there somewhere. Jesus Christ, I know we 


had 5 or 6 cars. 


kept kidding about 


I just know we did. 


.the damn sticker. 


I know they 


That sticker 


was for months —- not just weeks - the damn sticker 


was talked about for months and that's why I was 


aghast when you said[ _|said there was even no _ 


sticker. 'Cause that was just a common - just a ha-ha. 


‘ 


In this statement that you gave tol ana 
[back in 1975, you stated that she, . 


[ 


And five more knew you were working with the FBI. 


Who were these oth 


[| 


[knew you were working with them? 


ex five? 


Yes. ‘Cause he used to kid me about it. 


One of them is a guy named] with Alcohol 


Tax Unit. 


ATE? 
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In fact,[ got me a couple of carbines 


through the agency that I carried - 


1 OF 


7 


Do you remember anybody else? 


There were a ‘couple of si to. 


L__ 


No,[__|dian't know. Give credit where it's at. 


He didn't know. I'l] think of that guy - I knew 


[ 


Yes. In fact, I think the day the President was 


assassinated - I think[ | but I wouldn't ‘ 


svear to it - called me at her: house and had me 


go out in the field. 
You said under the 16th Street bombing, the Bureau 
went out to these folks' houses and none of them were 


at home and that you were making telephone calls and 


didn't find any of them at home[ | 


Not a one did I find. Nobody was at home of that group. 
Now, their surveillance reports show that{ was 
at home. Their surveillance report shows that[ | 


was at home. It shows that CHAMBLIS is at home and “I 
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can't remember all of them but it showed —- 
The first person that he told me they found at 


home was around 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Now 


this come from the Agents. 


But their surveillance report eae them at home _ 
right after this bombing. You said they were out 

in 10 minutes, I. think their logs are going to show 
more time has lapsed than that before they got to the 
places, but - 

I think we started talking about less than 10 minutes 
after[ talked to me - we started talking. 

I think[ called me right away. In my mind I just 


know he did. Well then he called me and I called 


aes 
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him. There were at least a dozen phone calls made 


that day or more - and if I'm not mistaken, he's the 
one who told me the ea first one that they found 
that day was| SS secoming up together 
about 3 o'clock in the afternoon. To the best of my 
knowledge, that's who told me that and that was the 


statement that was made to me. 


a you said he put the squeeze on her. 


How do you mean "put the squeeze on her"? 


ry 
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Well, I got the impression that she was hustling 


Yes. 


I don't know but they got a set up where he 


Okay. — 


a 


The impression I got from her actually I think after 


That's the impression I got. She was 
very cooperative in the fact of giving bad 
information. Now on four occasions this happened - 
four or five maybe even more - I can think of about. 
four off hand that she supplied information that 

[ana me and[ ana usually. 

a, 


thing we wanted her to tell[ _|she told him. 


Were they aware that she was passing on information? 
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Yes. We were just sitting there. We thought it 
was a big joke. 

Why? 

Well, we would come in and get ee of coffee and 
look around discreetly to pick out the eter side. 
and we thought it was a big-ass joke. | 
So, all of the other Klan members knew that she 
was passing on information, | | 

That's correct. 

That's not the girl who was killed oe out 

in Fultondale? | 

I don't know of anyone killed out there, to be 
honest with you. | 


You said awhile ago when you were talking to 


16th Street bombing - kind of faded away —- faded out. 


Is that right? 


To the best of my knowledge. [| Jaian'e make 


too many more meetings after that. 


According to your reports to the FBI and. according 


to the logs from the Klan, he wsf 
[ pas in the Klan right on up untit[ | 


an; 


to 
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bomb the bank - you remember passing that information on - 


when they had a new bank that was opening up 
down there and they had a special day - 

-I think you better just check then to see if 
there wasn't a time lapse in there then because 


I just don't think my mind would fail me that bad. 


bé 
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And BOB CHAMBLIS and HERMAN CASH - just kind of 
faded out. | | | 
Well, if they did, someone turned in reports showing 
them at everyone of the meetings or almost all 


of the meetings -shoving[ | there and also 


showing - 


be my timing ~. I told you earlier that[ was 


~ but it did not last. 
But I believe this meeting was prior to this - 


just to be very honest with you. 


~ Not according to your own report. 


We went to this meeting - BOBBY in Tuscaloosa 
and BOBBY said "Bullshit - this can't be..Get 
his ass out of there". BOBBY had to have his 


own men there. 
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So you think you're just mistaken about his 


fading out. 


No. In my heart I don't recall seeing him as. much. 


In fact, I believe the comment was made that he was 


I do know ~ in my heart I just don't know - 
‘cause see now —- he faded out - 

All right. | 

I'm going to have to say that - in my mind I 

think he faded out. 


know you were working for the FBI. | . | 
ronf aie not know I was with the _ te 
Bureau until I was exposed to the best of my 

knowledge. 

You remember meeting[ ster you 

were exposed in a motel room? You remember calling | 
him and having him come to meet you? 

Yes. That was after I was exposed. 

Do you remember what that conversation was about? 


Yes. It was to go up to the Bureau office and. 


weet with, 1 think,[ «dE woutan't 


swear to which one of the Agents I was supposed to meet. 
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But I was to go up there - I believe[ b7C 


He was trying to find out from Washington whether 
they wanted to bring me in or arm me. That was 
what the meeting was about. a 
4. In other words,[| i came and Nae vals 
| at that motel to see - 
2. If I newded a weapon - 
4. If you needed a weapon and did he put you in 


contact with the Bureau or what? 


“2. He went to the Bureau. He went up to the Bureau Office. 
; 4, You ‘sent him up there? | 
a Di ‘I stayed in the car. I rode that day when allegedly 


the Klan was out looking for me. I rode[ | 
a with[ ana then he went away and 
P.- _op ahr eee Gabe thine er pin’ 


we had a birthday party together. I know him pretty 
well. | | 
They rode me the rest of the shift. 

4. Do you remember when[ __} you know what. motel 

| you were in? How about the Travel Lodge? 

2% I believe the Travel Vedee: ; 7 

4. Do you remember when[ came in you _ 
motioned to him to be quiet and pointed up, carried 
him in the bathroom, and talked to him there, telling 


him that the FBI had that room bugged. 


am 
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2% No sir, I don't remember. 
4A. Do you think that happened? 

20 I honestly don't think so. I don't recall that at 
all. | 

4. Okay, but he did come down there with a weapon for 

| you. | 
2. Yes sir. . 
4. And you did ride with him that day? All right, was. 


there any other time that... 
2. There was[ i involved also, but it'll be 
come to me in a minute. = _ 
4, That's all right. Do you remember any bine when — > 
you, after you were exposed in 1965 on the VIOLA 
RUSLE killing. Do you remember any time having a 
meeting with. J in a motel room after 
you were exposed? 
2. No. If there was at all, I was at the Downtowner “ok 
for one or two nights. Now, it might have been 
[ I don't even want to say it was if it wasn't, 
it might have been, one of the girls Sone up and had 
a couple of drinks with me. 


a 4. Was there anybody else with you? 


aD. No. 


[diane come over there then I don't believe. bic 
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Was you ever guarded by anybody while you were in 


the motel? 

Now I think what we're getting here when you're saying 
exposed, this was when they come out on TV, but I 
don't think at that time they had exposed me as being 


a member of working for the Bureau because I even 


went back and had a meeting with> 
After your meeting with[ 


Yes, see, so at this time I had not been broken out 
as undercover at all. | 

Was there any time that you remember, TOMMY, in Bir-— : 
mingham where you had FBI agents or marshals or some- 
thing guarding you Arta you were broke out. 

Yes, I was at the Travel Lodge. 


~ 


Okay. 


Okay, that's what I wanted... 

I would Se nes | 
Okay. Did the agents, they stayed in the room with 
you? 
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TAPE NO. 9 
So really, it was bits and pieces you're talking 
about. 


Put together. 


Putting together that which you gathered from Klan 


members or your association with them and that which 
you gathered from FBI aenes in talking to them, 

that you believe that CHAMBLISS headed up the bombing 
of the 16th Street Baptist Church. Does that sum 


it up pretty good? 


-Yes sir. 


Okay. Can you tell me that you never made a meeting 
at the Cahaba River group or with the Cahaba River. 
group at the Cahaba River? 

To the very best of my knowledge, I'd have to say: 


absolutely not, sir. I went to the Cahaba River 


when we were looking for that shack, but I never 


did go to a Cahaba River meeting. I waS aware that 
there was one or two probably. | 
Okay. 

I think that was a eorintee group. I think that 
waS a splinter group. I think I can honestly tell 


you I never went to a meeting, a Klan meeting there. 


45 
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4. All right. | 
2% But I think you'll find in my book, that's where 
they sent us down to the river and- they were going. 


to kill me if they found out I worked for the Bureau. 


4. All right. You're pretty sure you say that[ | bs Bie 
| [put out this shrapnel bomb, whichis 9/25/63. 

"ae Now that was the impression that I got, yes. 
4, All right, did you, you also said that this was the 


night you was with[ —~—S—==S—S—S~S—S=éd Checking on 


a problem and you mentioned... 
Le I believed we were somewhere, I believe we were over 

at white guy's place. 
4. All right, knowing what I've told you is in the FBI 

Pisin can you put that together for me do you think? 

Knowing that, seeing hae you did what ehey: sata 

you did and called in, you were out there on the 

scene two blocks from it, and that you did call in 


from the phone booth. Now knowing that you: think 


thisias 
2 If I did, then if I did it would have been{ | 
4, Okay, but can you put this together, do you still, 


you think there's, or is there some doubt in your 


mind? 7 amr 
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2x There's doubt in my mind about the times there in 
that thing there, there really is. 
4. Do you ever remember making those Aisne -Caaike ag 
the Bureau said you made. 
2. Sir, I believe I did make phone calls about it, and 
I think[ _|was with me, but I don't think that was it, ee 
maybe I'm wrong, maybe I'm wrong, but I thought it 
was one when I was coming, going home one night, 
and I believe that's called 8th Avenue out there 


where I go home. Headquarters in on 19th and 8th 


. 


ror“ Stns : 
4. 9th, 8th and 9th. a 
2. Then if I went straight on out 8th, that would lead 


me around (unintelligible) Stadium, is that right, 
is that the street, that would normally be the way 


that I would go home if I was going straight to my. 


place. 
4.. All right. 
2. “I recall that one night I was going through there, 


and there had been a bombing, or was a bombing because 
they had the street blocked off and had quite a big 


hassle, but this was. down around Center Street, down 


in that area, but the police were out there in full 
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force and had barracades set up. 


Okay. 


But I don't, I don't recall just getting up and calling 


on that one. I really don't. 

Okay. . 

I'll say this. It could be a probable lapse of the 
incidents, I'll have to say in my heart I believed 
occurred, the time I'm just not sure about 

Are you saying the incident on the phone call you 
think occurred. . 

I believe I did call and tell them I heard a bomb 
go off, but I don't think it was on this particular 
incident. 

You don't think it was on the shrapnel bombing on — 
9/25/63, is that what you're saying? 

Yes sir, I don't believe I did. You know, the one 
that I thought it was was the one that was bombed 
down there because they, 8th Avenue was all blocked. 
eff and they had been riding up and down 8th Avenue, 


the guy didn't want to let me go through to go home. 


Okay. [J tas one guestion pertaining 


to that Cahaba Rights group, let him ask that at 


this time, go ahead. 


5) 


l. Okay, now you elaborated on this in your book and 
you mentioned awhile ago about going down Cahaba 


River looking for shack. According to your book, 


there wasf with you with a dog, who 


2 Now I think that was a, the dog belonged I think 


I believed the dog at that date belonged tof | 


Le You don't remember[ = name. 


. 
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2 I'm going to have to check that, I just don't recall 
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that right off hand. I have the book, we'll have 


to look at it. 


1. Do you remember what year you went to Birmingham? 

2. | Sir, I believe about 1857. aybes 

: on Could it have been 1953. : 

Zac” It could have been 53. 

i That's a long time. 

25-2 Yes sir. Because I had been here quite a while when 


‘the Bureau approached me. 


Le Do you remember talking tof | the afternoon 


that the church bomb went off and he was telling 


you just to play it cool, that[ | gets all upset, 
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do you remember that conversation? 
2. I think that was a telephone conversation, maybe 
I'm wrong, but I thought that was a telephone eonvereas:. 
tion. | 
La In 1975 you stated to the Attorney Ganerarts Office 
you went over there that afternoon, and you went 
in and you were talking to him asking him if there 
was anybody hurt, and he said I don't know and then 
motioned to you to go outside, and y'all went outside 


around the car, that's where he told you just play | . a 


: PE COOLe 4. ah: , Pot 
2. I believe, yes sir. 2 
1. You remember that? 
ve Yes sir. 
doy * Okay. 
2% We went out in the street in fact out behind his 


car. 


dst You said that; | sett up programs in the 


Klan meeting hall showing them how to make bombs. Bie 
24 On two meetings I believe. | 
l. Okay. That's right. That's what you said, you said 
that those were six weeks prior to the church bombing. 
te ee I believe that that's right. 
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1. Your file in the FBI shows that that 1964 was when 


those two meetings took place and in tune with what 


you said awhile ago that[__ kind of faded out, . b6 
I'm trying to figure out if you got eoinsene else — _ 
in mind or if this guy's the right guy sna you're 

just fuzzy On your times or what, but there's something 


very bad wrong. 


Bai 4 I tell you, 12 years is a long time, longer than 


that now, but[ | if I remember[ | he 


The time, honestly I don't know. I'll just have 
to tell you, but the incidents I just happen to see 
in my heart occurred. | | 
1. Okay, you talk about these nuts and these bolts a 
cutting up some pipes, this type of stuff making | 
the shrapnel bomb, but there's no record in the FBI of 


that ever happening or you telling them that... 
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Sir, he had that that night. I can tell you that. 

What night are you talking about now? 

That was at a meeting, that was a Thursday night 

regular meeting, there was nothing special... 

When? | 

At a Klan meeting. 

You told him the night of the Klan meeting about | 

the shrapnel? | 

Yes sir, I certainly did. 

About cutting up pipe? > 

I know I did, yes sir, there's absolutely no doubt | - 
in my mind. i. . “ 
The thing that's confusing is they neue that informa- 

tion not at per say, they have the jatoriation about 

the shrapnel bomb and how to build one, not about 

cutting stuff up, but they have the other part. 

No, I even told them how they, I was telling them 

about you could take big nails and sharpen them on 

both ends, in fact, I believe that my report stated 

that| J showed them some, was sharpened on both | ue 
ends and was taking big nuts and Boies and sharpening 

them down. Now that's what I think happened: 


That, you probably might have told them something 
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to that thing, but it ascent show up until after 
the shrapnel bombing in your file. It shows up in 
October of 63 after the enesenel BOR had gone of€, 
that you tell about this 9/12/63 when CHAMBLISS, | _ = bé 
ana[—_ana them were sitting there talking about 
it and all, but they, in your 9/12 file that night 
where you did have one, it's not even mentioned in 
your own handwriting, and it's not mentioned, yet 
in October, 63, it is mentioned. I'm wondering... 
e I think, if I can just see who the agent was, I believe 


he came out and talked with me. 
qd [was the agen : 7 ” 
2. I think he met with me, but if you want me to tell. 
Jeu the truth, I think he came right on out and met 
with me because he couldn't believe it, and I think 
he met with me, I'd like you to Weck the File because 
I think he met with me again the next day, he was 
very upset about it and he met me out in a big parking 
lot in a grocery store along with another agent I 
had never seen before. . | 
1. He did meet you, but nowhere in that meeting does 
Ke he record anything you say about pieces of a shrapnel 


bomb, it's in October, the following month, about 
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the 17th or 18th that you mentioned this to him, 


that there was on September 12th this particular 
thing, this particular conversation was at a Klan 
hall. | 

I just can't, I just can't believe that, something's 
not right there. All I can tell you is I know dammit, 
that as hard as I worked that I went down that day 
and I had been there and I would have told him that 
night. And that's, in my mind, that's what I did. 
All right. | 

Because I just can't even visualize me just letting 
that slide for a month, because that would have been 
very important to me. 

On that same. shrapnel bomb you answered the question 
in this report to the Attorney General the fact that 
to the best of your knowledge there were 17 people 
injured that night on that shrapnel bombing. Do 

you remember something about 17 people being injured? 
I think that I had pros and cons, I thought that there 
was none, and there was 17. I think one officer 

was telling me there was none and some was telling 
me 17. I think that's what happened. 


Okay. Now this, there is nothing in the file, the 
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Bureau file that concerned me guite a bit about this 
National States Rights Party and the Klan that came 
out of your file, let me suas that, that came from 
your file has anything to do with that atage The | 
fact is [ name is never mentioned in your 7 bre 
file anywhere, because I checked it twice to make | * 
sure I was right. 

2% ee Then by God then I'll tell you, I'll 

- tell you why, that in the meetings, in Atlanta when 

we had right up.on the mountain... . 

des I'm talking about during 1963-64 place where the 

| National States Rights Party started taking a better | 7 

active part in stuff there. In 61 and 62 you did 
go other there, you went over to this particular 
place where you spoke ane: eines I'm talking about 
anything that's related to that National States Rights 


Party and them together... 


ae I can't, I can't conceive that to be. 
Des Okay. 
2. I just can't conceive that, because I can tell you 


he was active, and we were active and we were seeing 


each other. 


‘le Okay. 
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2. I believe that and I'm going to say that because 
I just believe that in my heart. . i 
dis Okay. . 
bé 
2. in fact,[ __———_—ieota[ =the morning bIC 
there at the bus station that if his shit didn't. 
go right, we'd kick their ass when we got through 


with the Freedom Riders, him and BOBBY had got into 


the bus. 
ds Can you tell us... | 
2. [__Jaent toward us more than[ aia. 
; 1. Can you teil me what you know about BOBBY CHERRY? 
2. Not a whole lot, I don't recall CHERRY too well, | : 


but it seemed like he just kind of hit and miss, 
he didn't stay in there that long. 
£5 | He shows up in... . ~ . 
2. I can tell you BOBBY CHERRY and HERMAN CASH and BOB 
| CHAMBLISS was talking to him, and I believe CHERRY 


made the statement to me, I could be mistaken, I 


think CHERRY, see they used to be with[ 
[J group and then they went over to still 


even another group before the United Knights of the 


Ku Klux Klan from way back, they had been associated 


together. 


“— 


1. 


a ~~ = 


@ a3 @ 
All right. You talked about the Bureau putting in 
a bug in your car and you stated in this one in 1975 
know that it was just before the church bombing that 
they put that bug in their car, in your car. 

{ think, I think before the church bombing: 

Their records show that they put it in October of 
1963, which is Peay the church bombing. - Why are 
you so positve it was before? Can you elaborate 


on that at all? 


Well, it seemed like to me in my mind that we just 


ty 


had too much going there they were interested in, - 

now that's what, checked the damn car-all day, but _ ; 
I'm just trying to think, if I could just pin it 

down. 

You said that[__|to1d you there's no doubt about - 
it, it was[| | bombs, and they were hacksawing 

them down into little squares about two inches long 

and then he was taking it and riveting it, who is 

they, who are you saying they are? 

I believe, that's been a long time, but I belpave 

we had this group that we were caring about and 


I think that was the people was over att 


house. That I thought and still believe that to 


La) 
| s 


was, I may have named them then, but I thought that 

was that splinter group between the men and BOB CHAMBLISS. 
It's not clear here, you say they, they had taken 

a long piece of 20-foot pipe, looked like maybe a 
quarter-inch to a half-inch round, and they were 
hacksawing it down to those ee about 2 inches 

long and then were taking it and riveting it. You 

go on to say that that's the exact identical material 
that was found that[ made at eKe meeting hall. Bae 
I believel—idiwas: the one that told me . 

it was the same thing. I could be mistaken, but . 

I think[ | was the one that told me. 

All right, can you remember who they are that was 

sawing this stuff down that you were talking about 

here? . 

No, but in all candor to you, saying who I would 

Say at that time it would probably be, and I may 


have named him at that time, but it may. be that I 


didn't, because at this time when I'm saying they, 


I know I was referring to the suspect group that 
we had the splinter group, I know that. 
All right, you said that the FBI seized some pipe out of the 


Klan hall, you remember talking about that? 


HIE | Uo 


| 


1. 
2: 
a 
2. 


Le 


2. 


I don't know. They got a lot of stuff out of there. 


They went in, yes they did. They entered the hall - 
and... 

The same time that they... 

Allegedly bugged it. 

Took one out or put one in. 

I think they took one out because we, yes they did 
take it out, because we had a meeting to come down 


and look for it, that at that time they thought[ | b6 


[naa set it in there because| was 
observed by[ stalking to the guy that[ | 


and he apparently,| _—|was investigating avanna chore: 
trying to find out they could through hin, and I 

think we had a couple of meetings on iets and in 

fact one SES EnCa we went, we etecdn the meeting 

hall one time I can tell you that anen ene Bureau 

come in. 

You talking about you had a meeting, you were in 

a meeting... | | 

No, we were in there looking for... 

Bugs? 


For bugs. . i er 


l. 
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Now that's the way I think that went now, I think 
they actually either came in to go in, or they came 
in, I just don't remember, it's been so long. There 
was a big discussion about that over the agents, 
that there could have been a killing there. 

You remember talking about a bazooka? 

I think the bazooka was just before the, it was a 


bazooka? 


That's what you said. 


Back before the Freedom March. 

The time you said you had a bazooka and had a submachine 
gune, three shotguns. 

That was when we were busted going up to Tuscaloosa. - 
Yes. . ' , 


Yes, there was a bazooka. 

Okay. - - : 
I believe that in my mind I think[ I'm be 
just not sure about that, but it wasl | 
of it was one of the[ si supplied, 


all that stuff came out of a car I believe that was 


at a store[ |r think that was at[——*+d 


[ 


You said at one time the bazooka was in the back of aa 


-o » 6 


the car when you got up to Tuscaloosa. 

When we got to Tuscaloosa. 

Yes. 

And then when they arrested us, some of the shotguns, 
an Eagle brand, I think .45 semi-automatic, anda 
couple of other things did not show up in the picture. 
They took a picture as well as I can remember, I 

think they ‘took a picture and stuck on a bed. 

You said later on the same statement that that bazooka 
was left in your car af ana did not 
go to Tuscaloosa, and in the FBI files, there's no 
mention of a bazooka at all. I'm just trying to 
figure out... | 

Now I understand, no there was a bazooka in my mind 


~ 


because I believe now I honestly think that it was 


aE really pelieve] we were scheduled | 


to go in my car as usual and at the last minute they 
caught me on the telephone and I was calling[ _| 
to tell her that I probably wouldn't be back until 
late, and I believe it was either[| 
[ __] come over to me and goddamn, you're going to 
get us all killed, a bunch of shit, and took the 


phone away from me, I said well itts[ he said 


= ca 


ld. 
ie 


‘well let me talk to her, and it was[_ and he be 


told me, he said you know you liked to got your ass 


killed then, a couple of guys thought you was calling 
the goddamn Bureau on us. And chen, oney sata no, 
jiette just go, and we went into another car. | 
All right, no, you didn't take the bazooka ith you 
then? | | 

I quite honestly don't know really how the bazooka 
got in that car, but I really think it did, you know, 
I just don't want to tell you wrong, but I really 
think it did, I think it went into the other car. 

I knew it got out of one car, and I think it got 

into the other car because I questioned the fact 


that I said hey, I think, I don't think that was 


said hey, looks like somebody might have repaired 
some of my gear here and I laughed about it. 
(Pause). You said somebody in the Bureau can put 
cHaMBLIss,[|SsS—S—~SCSCéidi together on 
the morning of the bombing of the church. 

Yes, I think I was told that. 

All right, nowhere in the Bureau files do I find 


that. 


I think they told me that, I just know they did, er 


Die 


oa 


2. 


I wouldn't mind even if you asked me that on the 


poly. I know they told me that. 
(Pause). 
You said in 1975 that the plans to bomb the church 


were made at{ can you elaborate on -_ = BIC 
that a little bit? I believe I got that from] | | 
[ I think I made a pesoet on that too. 

I don't find it in your record. I don't find any 

of that. | 

I really believe I did. 
Well, (pause) I'll reiterate one more time, I'll 

say it to the day I die, that; si he'd wanted 


to, he could have broke the church bombing. I believe 


that. And I was absolutely shocked that he didn't. 


Le b2 
b6 
bIC 
b7D 

dew 

2. 

1. 

2% 

2. (Short pause) That's what 


like I was amazed to see| here, [ | 


[| __when they had that night club over there on 


19th and llth or 12th or something over there. Some 
guy naned[ and he set fire to that thing 
a couple of times. And nothing was ever said, I 


gave them that. 


1. AlJj. right, you're sure of your meeting arf 
[J] es 
2 Yes sir, to the best of my heart. 


eds That did happen. 
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2. That wasn't at the Sand Ridge though, that happened 


in Bessemer. 


1. - Well, in your statement, y'all left the Sand Ridge ; 
and went down to Bessemer to see f be 

2. Yes sir. 7 te bID 

l. Okay, so you're reasonably sure that happened. 

2. Yes sir. | | ; 


i. Okay. I don't have anything else. 


(Skip in the tape) 


6. [Jy went into the bathroom and | 


cut the water on, you had a conversation with him, 
you told him to send for him, that he had to talk 
to him before he left town, do you recall that at 
all? . | , 

2. I think I dia call[ _|but 1 don’t think that 
you know I just don't want to tell a lie on him. 
I don't think he came in the hotel room. f[ could 
be mistaken, but I don't really believe that he came 
into a hotel room. The only time I really think 
that] may, and I'm not even sure that was the 


one, but I think he come in at the Travel Lodge a 
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couple of nights before the Sand Ridge blew, before 


the explosion went off. But I don't think that| | 


come over to where the agents were and now he might — 
have, I'm just not clear on that, but I reatay don't 
think he came while the agents were there. Now I 
ae Raow that I talked to the agents about getting. 


in with CIA, this did occur. 


Who was this| | that you were acquainted 
| | I believe, now, it's been so long, but I believe. 
that[ was a big man like myself, I believe he 
was dark headed. I believe I met him through[ | 
but I wouldn't swear to that, Bet I think I met him 


through| _| 


That's all the questions I've got. 
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4 Date of transcription 


Review of Birmingham file 157- 352-SF22, 
Serial 3 and 6 indicates the Alabama Attorney General, 
Montgomery, Alabama, provided a copy of two polygraph 
reports regarding two polygraph examinations of 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., on September 13 and 14, 1977, 
_ copies of which are attached hereto. 
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This document contains. nelthar recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
Ht ond Its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 


September 19, 1977 


tate of Alabama 
Office of Attorney General 
669 S. Lawrence Street ot me : 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 — pot a a 


Re: Gary Thomas Rowe 


mer] 


Reference is made to the polygraph examination I administered 
to Gary Thomas Rowe, on September 14, 1977. 


Prior to the pre-test interview, you advised me of the relevant 
‘questions which,you wanted me to ask Mr. Rowe in this examination. 
Both questions will be set forth below. You also provided me 
with certain background information concerning. the bombing 

in question. 


During the pre-test interview, Mr. Rowe emphatically stated 
that he had nothing to do what~so-ever with the bombing of 
the 16th Street Church in Birmingham, Alabama, which took 
'plece September 15, 1963. He stated that he was not present 
during the bombing, did not know about the bombing before 

it happened, had not collaborated about placing the bomb, 
never had the bomb in his possession, nor was he along when 
anyone responsible for planting the bomb actually did that. 


Following the pre-test interview, the following relevant 
questions were used in the test, (questions which you had 
Suggested): 


1. Were you along when the 16th Street Church » . 
bomb was planted? 


Answer: No. 


2. Did you accompany the group when they planted 
that 16th Street Church bomb? 


Answer: No. an 


ae 


Rs. Gary Thomas Rowe - | a a oo 
age TT II SO | | ; ns 
. Along with the relevant questions, neutral, control, and 
symptomatic questions were also used in the test. 


A careful review of Mr. Rowe's charts reveal, in my 
. Opinion, the charts are deceptive concerning the afore- 
mentioned relevant questions. 


It should be noted that question 1, above, receives more 
in the way of physiological reactions from Mr. Rowe, than. 
question 2, regardless of where the questions are placed | 
in the test. Although we reviewed the questions ahead of time 
and conceded that both questions were the same, it would 
appear that question 1, for whatever reason, is more trouble- 
some to Mr. Rowe. 


From a subjective point of view, I should point out that 
_the charts, even though they are deceptive by the criteria 

we use, are not what I would expect to see from a person 
“who was actually responsible for the planting of the bomb. 

I realize you did not solicit a subjective opinion, but I 

am offering one in the event it may be of any service to you: 

The charts are more consistent with what we see when a person 

“is witholding vital information, even though they are technically 
answering the question truthfully. I send along this information 
for whatever use you may make qf it. _ 


I am maintaining the charts and questions in my files, and if 
I may be of further service to you, please feel free to contact 
me. ; , 
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State of Alabama 
64 No.Uni.on 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130 


ARRANGEMENTS : 


The below-named individual voluntarily came to this laboratory to take a 
polygraph examination on the date indicated below. Also indicated below 
is the starting time of the pretest interview in which the Subject will- 
ingly participated. 


SUBJECT DATE gw TIME 
ROWE, Gary Thomas (Jr.). September 13, 1977 2:00 P.M. 


The first phase of Subject's overall polygraph examination included ques- 
tions concerning a sampling of the bombings occurring in 1963, as related 
to. his consistent deniais of direct involvement. The second phase of Sub- 
ject's examination was to have included questions concerning his potential 
for providing accurate "first hand" information, or at least "first hand 
hearsay" information concerning unsolved bombings 


he backoramd information was provided by} 
fe tg rg 
Subject's —————— 


——a was also present during the initial portion of the examination. 


Before being examined on the polygraph Subject read and signed a statement 
assuring all concerned that the examination was being taken voluntarily. 


PROCEDURE: 


The examination utilized equipment, which indicated and recorded on a mov 
ing chart, relative changes in blood pressure, rate and strength of pulse 
beat, Galvanic Skin Response, and breathing pattern. Special procedures 
were also used to monitor Subject's response capability. 
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low-indicated relevant questions were Asked during the overall exam- 


> e 


(a) : NY DIRECT MANNER INVOLVED IN THE 1963 ie 
BOMBING? | | 
ubject answered: "NO". ; 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(g) 
(h) 


RESULTS: 


WERE YOU IN ANY DIRECT MANNER INVOLVED IN THE 
PREPARATION OR EXPLODING OF THE BOMB AT THE 


' L6TH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH? 


Subject answered: NO" 


WERE YOU IN ANY DIRECT MANNER INVOLVED IN THE 
1963 CENTER STREET DOUBLE BOMBING, THAT 
INVOLVED SHRAPNEL? 


Subject answered: "No" 


REGARDING THE FIRE BOMBING THAT’ ACTUALLY DAMAGED 
THE. __sJRESIDENCE--WERE YOU IN ANY DIRECT 
MANNER INVOLVED IN THAT? 

Subject answered: "NO" 


WERE YOU ALONG WHEN THAT 16TH STREET CHURCH BOMB 


“WAS PLANTED? r 


Subject answered: . "NO" 


DID YOU ACCOMPANY THE GROUP WHEN THEY PLANTED 
THAT L6TH STREET CHURCH BOMB? 
Subject answered: "NO". ) 


WERE YOU ALONG THAT NIGHT--WHEN THOSE CENTER 
STREET BOMBS WERE EXPLODED? 
Subject answered: "NO" 


DID YOU ACCOMPANY THE GROUP WHEN THOSE CENTER 
STREET BOMBS--ONE WITH SHRAPNEL--WERE EXPLODED? 
Subject answered: "NO" 


In the opinion of the examiner Subject's charts showed strong and consiste 
unresolved deception responses to above listed questions (b), (c), (d), (Ce 


(£) and (h). 


Subject's charts showed inconsistent deception a to 


questions (a) and (g). 
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CONCLUSIONS: 


In the opinion of the examiner, after careful analysis of Subject's poly- 
graph charts, it is felt that he was attempting deception when he gave 
the above-indicated answers to the pertinent questions (b), (c), (d), 
Ce), (£), and (h). It is felt that Subject's charts are inconclusive 

"as related to questions (a) and (g). As Subject discontinued his own 
examination, at least for the day, additional charts could uot be run 
in order to resolve questions (a) and (g). Questions (c) and (h) seem 
to adequately address the issue covered by question (g), namely the 
Center Street "double" explosions. Question (a) relating to the 

[__]bonbing, remains unresolved by this examination because of a lack 
of additional question coverage. j ; 
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~ Date of transcription 


Review of Birmingham file 157-352-SF22, Serial 2, 
indicates this is a copy of a deposition of GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, JR., dated October 17, 1375, taken before the Senate 
Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect 
to Intelligence Activities. This deposition was furnished 
to the FRI, Birmingham, by the Alabama Attorney General, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 


This deposition should be available in 
‘ Washington, D.-C.,; and due to its voluminous nature, 
Birmingham is not providing a copy of it. 
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